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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


State OF THE SKILLED Lazsour Market. 

. The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette” :— . 

The improvement in the state of employment has been main- 
tained during December, the slight increase reported in the 
percentage of unemployed members of trade unions at the end 
of the month being entirely accounted for by the Christmas 
holidays, which always make the December returns less trust- » 
worthy than those for other months as an indication of the state 
of the labour market. In spite of the indirect effects of the 
continued stoppage in the engineering trade, the percentage of. 
unemployed is considerably lower than for the corresponding 
month of 1894. 

In the 88 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
398,258, making returns, 19,121 (or 4°8 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of December, compared with 4*2 per cent. 
in November, and with 7°7 per cent. in the 67 unions, with a 
membership of 367,796, from which returns were received for 


December 1894. 
Coal Mining.—Coal miners continue to be well employed. 1t 


is shown, from returns relating to 882 pits, employing 256,398 
workpeople, that these pits worked an average of 4°88 days per 
week during December, compared with 5°08 days in November, 
and 4°97 days in December 1894. The average for last month, 
however, is reduced by the Christmas holidays.* 

Tron Mining—At 113 iron mines, employing 13,432 work- 
people, the average number of days worked during December 
(including the Christmas holidays) was 5°57 days per week, as 
compared with 5°74 days in November, and 5°85 days in 
December 1894.* 


* The Christmas holidays were not included in the period on which the figures for 
December 1894 were based. 
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In the Pig Iron Industry the improvement in employment 
continues. The number of furnaces in blast at the end of the 
month owned by 149 ironmasters making returns was 324, or two 
more than in November and 15 more than in December 1894, 
The number of workpeople employed at these furnaces was - 
20,880, an increase of 208 over November last, and of 903 over 
December 1894. 

Returns furnished by 173 employers respecting Steel and 
Tinplate Works, Puddling Furnaces, and Rolling Mills showed 
that they had 62,316 workpeople employed at the end of 
the-month, as compared with 60,014 workpeople at the end 
of ‘December 1894, an increase of 2,302. Returns from 37 
tinplate manufacturers give the number of their mills in operation 
at the end of the month as 180, being 16 less than at the end cf 
November last, and 11 more than at the end of December 1894. 

Employment in the Engineering and kindred trades has 
continued good (except for the stoppage in the North), the 
percentage of unemployed union members being 5°0, compared 
with 4°7 in November. In December 1894 the percentage 
reached 9°7. 

In the Shipbuilding trades, the percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of the month was 10°5, compared 
with 10°2 in the previous month and 16°6 in December 1894. 

On the whole, the Building trades, though shewing the usual 
seasonal! decline, are well employed for the time of year. The 
percentage of unemployed in unions making returns for December 
is 3°8, compared with 2°1 for November and 5:7 for December 
1894. 

Some seasonal falling off in employment has taken place in 
the Furnishing and Woodworking trades. The percentage of 
unemployed in unions making returns is 4°4, compared with 2°9 
in November and 6°3 in December 1894. 

The Printing and Bookbinding trades are not so busy as in 
November, though quite up to the average for the season. The 
percentage of unemployed union members is 4°1, compared with 
2°5 in November and 4°5 in December 1894. Employment in 
most branches of the Paper trade has improved, and the percentage 
of unemployed union members has fallen from 6'2 to 3:1. 

The Tailoring trade, both in the ready-made and bespoke 
branches, is dull in most districts. 

Employment in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade has 
improved in the most important districts, but in other centres it 
is dull, The bespoke trade is reported dull. 

The Leather trades are scarcely 20 well employed as in 
November, and the percentage of unemployed union members in 
December was 4'1, compared with 2:3 in the former month and 
7°6 in December 1894. 

In the Cotton trade spinners have been better employed in most 
districts, but employment for weavers continues slack. The 
Woollen and Worsted trades continue well employed. Employment 
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in the Hosiery trade is still good. The Silk trade is busy in most q 

districts. 
Information respecting 447 textile mills, employing about . 

72,000 women and girls, shows that there has been an improvement 

in the state of employment, 91 per cent. being in mills giving full 

employment, compared with 87 per cent. among those for whom 

returns were received in November. The improvement occurred 

in the spinning branch of the cotton trade. 
Trade Disputes—The number of disputes commencing in 

December was 37, as compared with 38 in November and 43 in 

December 1894. Thirteen disputes took place in the mining 

and quarrying industries, 7 in the building trades, 5 in the i 

textile trades, 2 each in the clothing and engineering and ship- 

building trades, 1 in the metal trades, 1 in connection with dock 

labour, and 6 in a miscellaneous group of industries. In 34 of 

the 37 disputes, 3,931 workpeople were involved, an average of 

115 persons per dispute, as compared with 321 in the previous 

month. Thirteen old disputes, 12 of which involved 1,819 work- 

people, were settled during the month, and at the end of the 

month 11 new and 26 old disputes, directly involving 7,954 work- 

people, were known to be still unsettled. 


Changes in Wages.—-Of the 16,500 workpeople affected by 
changes in rates of wages reported during December, 11,500 
received increases and 5,000 sustained decreases. The total 
number affected in the corresponding month of last year was | 
7,000 (increases, 1,500, decreases 5,500). The changes reported ii 
last month include an advance to the iron ship-builders on the 
Clyde and at Belfast, to take effect from the beginning of 
February, and increases in the rates paid to 2,270 blast furnace- 
men in the Lancashire and Cumberland district, and to 2,500 
glass bottle makers in Yorkshire. Blast furnacemen’s wages in 
the Cleveland and Durham district have, however, been reduced 
2 per cent. 


TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM FoR 1895.* 


From the “Monthly Accounts relating to Trade and Naviga- 
tion of the United Kingdom” it appears that the total value of 
the imports from foreign countries and British Possessions for the 
twelve months ending 31st December 1895 was 416,688,0001., as 
against 408,345,000/. for the same period of 1894, or an increase 
of 8,343,0001. This increase is seen principally in manufactured 
articles of which the value of the imports in 1895 was 6,701,000/. 
in excess of that for the same period of 1894, the principal 
articles contributing to this increase being leather, iron manufac- 
tures, linen yarn, silk broad stuffs, silk ribbons, and woollen 
cloths and stuffs. Articles of food and drink show an increase 


* See also Statistical Tables, pages 113 to 125. 
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of 1,487,000/., raw materials fir industrics and for textile: 
an] other manufactures an increase of 1,170,000l., and oils an. 
increase of 605,000/. 

With regard to the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, the figures show still more satisfactory results, the 
value for the year 1895 having been 226,169,000/, a3 against 
215,824,000/. in 1894—an increase of 10,345,000/. Exports of 
yarns and textile fabrics have increased in value 5,399,000/. 
during the year; machinery and millwoik, 1,010,000/.; metals 
and articles manufactured therefrom, 928,000/.; and other 
manutactured or partly manufactured goods, 3,955,000/. 

With regard to the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise, 
the value for 1895 amounted to 59,971,000/., being 2,009,000/. 
in excess of that for the previous year. 


OrFiciAL ENQUIRIES UNDER THE Expnosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at Newcastle-under-Lyme, on 
the 11th and 12th ultimo, into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a locomotive boiler, belonging to a colliery company 
at Madeley Heath, on the 1st November last, whereby two persons 
were killed. 

The locomotive, made in 1875, was purchased by the company 
in 1890, and it was thereafter examined periodically by an 
assistant tu the company’s engineer. In 1894 the fire-box was 
found to be thin on the left-hand side, and a patch was put on it. 
In October 1895 the locomotive was retubed and the fire-box 
examined, when some stays were renewed, but the boiler was not 
subjected to hydraulic pressure after these repairs. The loco- 
motive was then taken out of the shed, and within a few hours the 
boiler exploded. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to a portion of the 
plate on the right-hand side of the fire-box having become so 
wasted as to be unable to witkstand the pressure to which it was: 
subjected, and to the fact that the heads of the stays had so 
wasted that the thin plate was practically unsupported. ‘They 
were of opinion that the fire-box had not been properly examined 
in December 1894, nor in October 1895, and that the neglect of. 
the assistant to their engineer had contributed to the explosion. 
For this neglect the Court held the company responsible, and 
they were ordered to pay 25/. towards the costs and expenses of 
the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at the Council House, 
Birmingham, on the 11th ultimo, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion of a boiler at Liverpool Street, Birmingham, on the 
18th October last. 

The boiler, one of the Root type, consisted of 12 rows of tubes, 
seven in each row, screwed at their ends into cast-iron headers. 
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These headers were connected by cast-iron connections, and they 
were fitted with caps, which were secured to the headers with two 
bolts, the square heads and square shanks of which fitted into 
slots on the headers. 


On the 18th October the joint of a cap on a header at the back 
end of the boiler was leaking ; the bolts were screwed up upon two 
occasiona, and, about 1 p.m., the engine driver was about to 
screw up the bolts again when one of them came out of the slot 
and the cap was partly blown out; steam escaping therefrom so 


severely scalded the engine driver that he died in the hospital the 
same afternoon. 


The Court found that the explosion was due to the right-hand 
bolt slipping out of its position through not being properly fitted 
and bedded in the slot provided for iis reveption. They were of 
opinion that the bolts should not have been tightened whilst the 
boiler was under steam, but they exonerated the owners and their 
engineer from blame. ; 

A formal investigation was held at Wishaw on the 23rd and 
24th instant, into the circumstances attending the explosion of a 
boiler at the Excelsior Iron Works on the 27th November, 
whereby two persons were killed and five others were injured. 

The boiler, one of the Lancashire type, was upwards of 20 years 
of age. Its management was entrusted to the engineer of the 
works, by whom it was examined every three weeks. 

On the 27th November, when the boiler was being worked at 
a pressure of about 45 Ibs. per square inch, it exploded. The 
right-hand Hue collapsed and ruptured at the angle bar connecting 
it to the back end plate and at the circumferential seam between 
the first and second rings near the front end, 

The Court found that the explosion was due to grooving 
at the flue attachment ; they did not consider that the owner was 
justified in trusting to the inspection merely of his own employé, 
without taking other precautions to ensure that the boiler was 
being worked under safe conditions. 

The Court orlered the owner to pay the sum of 60/. towards 
the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


GovERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office.—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons a3 may be willing 
to supply (1) waggons, (2) 100 ft. spans, (3) brake-vans, &c. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Directur-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered for waggons at that office by two 
o'clock p.m. on Tuesday the 21st January 1896, and for 100 ft. 
spans, brake-vans, &c., by two o’clock p.m. on Tuesday the 28th 
January 1896, after which times no ten ler will be receive. 
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Admiralty.—A. communication has been received at the Board 
of Trade from the Contract Department of the Admiralty, stating 
that tenders will be received until noon on the dates named 
below for the under-mentioned articles, for which forms of tender, 
containing conditions of contract and all particulars, may be 
obtained on personal application at the Contract Department, 
Admiralty, or by letter addressed “ Director of Navy Contracts, 
Admiralty, Whitehall, S.W.” Full-size patterns of the articles 
may be seen, and small samples of most of them obtained, at the 
Admiralty pattern rooms, 72, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, 
London, W.C., and at the Chambers of Commerce at the places 
specified against the items, on application to the Secretary, from 
whom forms of tender may also be obtained, viz. :— 


Dates for 

Receipt of 

Tender. 
Buttons, stained bone - 17,400 gross 7 
» white metal - 19,500 ,, - - 

» gilt, &e. - 2,200 ,, 

Bradford, Cleckheaton, 
Worsted, blue - - - 25,000 lbs. Dewsbury, Glasgow, 
» white, &c. - B00 Halifax, Leeds, and 
Leicester - 
Flannel, No. 1 ~ - 700,000 yards Cleckheaton, Halifax, 
‘Huddersfield, Leeds, 
Manchester, and Roch- 
dale - - 

Blankets - 7 - 44,500 No. Cleckheaton, Dewsbury, 

Halifax, Leeds, and 
Manchester - - 
Bunting - - 255,000 yards Bradford, Halifax, Hud- 
dersfield, and Leeds  - 21st 
Cloth, blue,No.1 - - 75,000 ,, January 
No.4 - - 20,000 ,, 

Serge, blue,No.1 - 120,009 ,, Dewsbury, 
No.2 - - 670,000 ifax, Huddersfield, 
Bae. |, end Leeds - 

Navy Tartan - J 

Comforters - - 18,000 No. 

Jerseys - - 22,500 _,, 

Stockings - - 12,000 pairs }Belfast and Leicester - 

Socks - - 140,000 _ ,, 

Woollen drawers - - §5,000 _,, 

Dewsbury, Halifax, Hud- 

| dersfield, Leeds, and 

4 Manchester - - 

Caps, blue cloth - - 8,000 No. | Glasgow, Leeds, and 

Duck covers for caps - 4,000 ,, } Manchester - -J 

Hessen - 95,000 yards 

Linen, bleached, &e. Barnsley, Belfast, Dun- 

» black - - - 15,000 ,, d Leed 

Osnaburgh - 175,000 ,, 

Towelling 9. ,, 

Duck - 600,000 ,, Barnsley, Belfast, Dun- 
dee, Leeds, and Man- January 
chester - 

Drill, white cotton - 60,000 ,, Barnsley, Halifax, Leeds 
and Manchester - 

Jean, blue - : - 150,000 ,, Barnsley and Manchester } 
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Dates for 
Receipt of 
Tender. 
Canvas sail cloth (Bezel | 
Navy) . 815,000 yards | 
Canvas sail mer- 
chant) - 334,000 ,, 
Canvas for seamen’s bags - - 90,000 ,, 
Coal sack cloth - - 144,000 ,, | 
Hammock cloth - - 268,000 
Twines - - 440 cwt. Belfast, Bristol, Dundee, 
Glasgow, and Leeds - 
Threads - - - 13,560 Ibs. Belfast, Glasgow, and 
Leeds - - 
Biscuit n - - 65,500 yards 
Hair, curled - - 129,500 __—s—z, Glasgow and Leeds - 28th 
Waterproof union packing 80,000 yards Glasgow, Halifax, ne ' January 
paper. Manchester 
Calico - ° - 121,000 ,, 
Silesia, black - 20,000 ,, 
Cotton waste, packing, &e.- 8, 700 ewt. Glasgow and Manchester 
Sponge cloths - - 91,000 No. 
Shirting - - - 250,000 yards | 
mps, webbing, a) its Tender. 
White - - 45,000 ,, 
» blue worsted - - 35,000 ,, 
Combs, horn - - 18,000 No. — 
» ivory - 18900 » — 


Manufacturers only will be accepted. 


_ War Office—Tenders will be received by 12 o’clock noon on 
20th January 1896 for the supply of :— 

Razors and cases, 

Clasp knives, 

Table knives and forks, 

Carving knives and forks, 

’ from date of acceptance of tender until 31st December 1898. 
Patterns and specifications can be seen and forms of tender 

obtained at the Cutlers’ Hall, Sheffield. Forms of tender can also 

be obtained at the War Office. 


TenpERS FOR ConstTRUCTION OF Marin Sewer AT BILBao.. 


Her Majesty’s Consul at Bilbao has advised the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs that the Corporation of that city are 
prepared to receive tenders up to noon on January 30th, 1896, 
tor the construction of a portion of the main sewer, the engineer's 
estimate for which is about 5,738/. Plans, estimates, specifica- 
tions, and form of tender for this work may be inspected at the 
Sanitation Department of the Bilbao Town Hall. 
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Boarp or TRADE AWARD FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a silver medal to José 
Manoel Valente, a Portuguese signalman, in recognition of his 
services in assisting to rescue the crew of the 8.S. “ Braganza,” 
of Liverpool, which was wrecked outside the harbour of Leixoes, 
Portugal, on the 15th November last. 


CoMMUNICATION WITH THE Pite LIGHTHOUSE. 


A notification has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Postmaster General to the effect that, in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Royal Commission, electrical com- 
munication has now been established with the Maplin Pile 
Lighthouse. 


CERTIFICATE OF ALTERATION OF THE SEVERN FISHERY 
DIstTRIeT. 


The following is a copy of a certificate issued by the Board 
of Trade on the 9th December 1895, for the alteration of the 
Severn Fishery District :— 


Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 1861 to 1892. 


Whereas the limits of the Fishery District of the River Severn 
were defined by a certificate under the hand of one of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, dated the 2nd day of 
September 1882: 

And whereas the Board of Conservators of the said district 
have duly made application to the Board of Trade to grant a 
certificate enlarging and altering the limits of the said district : 

And whereas certain objections have been made to the applica- 
tion, and the Board of Trade have caused inquiries to be held into 
such objections with the exception of those which relate to 
the inclusion within the said district of any portion of the county 
of Warwick : 

And whereas it is desirable that a certificate founded on the 
application should be granted without delay, but that the questions 
which relate to the county of Warwick should be postponed for 
further consideration, without prejudice to any of the parties 
concerned : 

Now, therefore, the Board of Trade, by virtue of the powers 
conferred upou them by the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Acts, 1861 to 1892, and otherwise, do by this certificate enlarge 
and alter the limits of the said fishery district so that the limits 
of the said River Severn and of the fishery district of the said 
river shall include all such estuaries, rivers, streams, brooks, lakes, 
ponds, canals, dykes, cuts, drains, channels, watercourses and 
waters, and all such portions of the sea and sea-coast as lie within 
the following limits, namely, a line commencing at the bench 
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mark 25°8 placed on the sea-wall on the western bank of the 
mouth of Cone Pill, in the county of Gloucester, and thence drawn 
true east until it meets the boundary between the parishes of 
Woolaston and Aylburton in the said county, thence seawards 
along such boundary until it meets the line of ordinary low water 
on the western edge of Lydney Sands, thence in a south-westerly 
direction along the general line of ordinary low water on the 
western edge of Lydney, Sheperdine, and Beacon Sands, suc- 
cessively, to the south-westernmost extremity of Beacon Sands, 
thence true south-east until it reaches the line of ordinary low 
water un the western edge of Oldbury Sands, thence in a south- 
westerly direction along the general line of ordinary low water 
on the western ede of Oldbury and Slimeroad Sands successively 
until it reaches the south-western extremity of Slimeroad Sanda, 
thence straight towards the north-eastern extremity of the Lower 
Bench until it meets the deep-water line of the channel dividing 
the said Lower Bench from the Upper Bench, thence successively 
along the deep-water line of such channel and of the channel 
dividing Northwick Oaze and the English Stones from the Dun 
Sands until it meets the deep-water line of the main channel of 
the estuary of the River Severn or Bristol Channel, near the 
Dumplings, thence along such deep-water line through the Shoots 
until it meets a straight line drawn from the seaward extremity 
of the western bank of Collister Pill, in the county of Monmouth, 
to the site of the Avon Battery, in the county of Gloucester, 
thence along such line to the site of the said Avon Battery, thence 
along the western and southern boundary of the said site to the 
road leading through Avonmouth to Shirehampton, thence along 
the southern side of such road until it reaches the natural water- 
shed between the River Avon on the one hand and the rivers and 
-streams flowing into the eastern side of the estuary of the River 
Severn or Bristol Channel north of the Avon Battery on the other 
hand,- thence successively along such watershed and along the 
natural watershed of the River Severn until it reaches the 
natural watershed between Cone Pill aforesaid on the one hand, 
and the rivers and streams flowing into the western side of the 
said estuary south of Cone Pill on the other hand, thence along 
such last-named watershed in a south-easterly direction until it 
reaches the Great Western Railway near Woolaston Station, in 
the county of Gloucester, and thence straight to the bench mark 
25°8, where it began : 

Provided that: this certificate shall not operate to include 
within the said district any portion of the geographical counties 
of Warwick, Oxford, Northampton, or Leicester, without preju- 
dice, however, to so much of the above-recited application as 
relates to such counties, or to any notices given or objections 
made in respect thereto, or to the grant of any further certificate 
thereunder—the limits of the said river and fishery district as 
above defined being more particularly shown on a map marked 
S. 2387/1895, and deposited herewith with the clerk of the 
county council of Worcester. 
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And the said river and fishery district as hereby enlarged and 
altered shall be for all purposes a river and fishery district within 
the meaning of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 1861 
‘to 1892. 

Signed and sealed by order of the Board of Trade this ninth 
day of December 1895. 

(Signed) A. D. Berrineton, 
An Assistant Secretary to the 
said Board, 


CERTIFICATE OF ALTERATION OF THE WyYE FISHERY 
DIstRIct. 


The following is a copy of a certificate issued by the Board of 
Trade on the 9th December 1895 for the alteration of the Wye 
Fishery District :— 


Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 1861 to 1892. 


Whereas the fishery district of the River Wye was formed and 
its limits were defined by a certificate under the hand of one of 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, dated the 18th day 
of January 1866: 

And wheress the limits of the said district were altered and 
further defined by like certificates, dated respectively the 17th 

day of December 1866 and the 18th day of February 1869: 

And whereas the Board of Conservators of the said district 

-have duly made application to the Board of Trade to grant a 
certificate altering the limits of the said district : 

And whereas certain objections have been made to the appli- 
cation, and the Board of Trade have caused an inquiry to be 
held into such objections : 

And whereas it is desirable that a certificate founded on the 
application should be granted : 

Now, therefore, the Board of Trade, by virtue of the powers 
conferred upon them by the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Acts, 1861 to 1892, and otherwise, do, by this certificate, alter 
the limits of the said fishery district so that the limits of the said 
River Wye and of the fishery district of the said river shall 
include all such estuaries, rivers, streams, brooks, lakes, ponds, 
canals, dykes, cuts, drains, channels, watercourses and waters, and 
all such portions of the sea and sea-coast, as lie within the follow- 


ing limits, namely, a line commencing at the bench mark 25°8 
placed on the sea-wall on the western bank of the mouth of Cone 
Pill, in the county of Gloucester, and thence drawn true east 
until it meets the boundary between the parishes of Woolaston 
and Aylburton in the said county, thence seawards along such 
boundary until it meets the line of ordinary low water on the 
western edge of Lydnoy Sands, thence in a south-westerly direc- 
tion along the general line of ordinary low water on the western 
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edge of Lydney, Sheperdine, and Beacon Sands, successively, to 
the scuth-westernmost extremity of Beacon Sands, thence true 
south-east until it reaches the line of ordinary low water on the 
western edge of Oldbury Sands, thence in a south-westerly 
direction along the general line of ordinary low water on the 
western edge of Oldbury and Slimeroad Sands, successively, until 
it reaches the south-western extremity of Slimeroad Sands, thence 
straight towards the north-eastern extremity of the Lower Bench 
until it meets the deep-water line of the channel dividing the said 
Lower Bench from the Upper Bench, thence, successively, along 
the deep-water line of such channel and of the channel dividing 
Northwick Oaze and the English Stones from the Dun Sands 
until it meets the deep-water line of the main channel of the 
estuary of the River Severn or Bristol Channel, near the Dump- 
lings, thence along such deep-water line through the Shoots until 
it meets a straight line drawn from the site of the Avon Battery, 
in the county of Gloucester, to the seaward extremity of the 
western bank of Collister Pill, in the county of Monmouth, thence 
along such line to the said western bank, thence straight to the 
parish church of Undy, thence along the natural watershed 
between the streams which flow into Magor Pill on the one hand 
and the streams which flow into Caldicot, Styne, West and Col- 
lister Pills on the other hand to the point in Wentwood at which 
such watershed meets the natural watershed of the River Wye, 
thence along such last-named watershed until it reaches the 
natural watershed between Cone Pill on the one hand and the 
rivers and streams flowing into the western side of the estuary of 
the River Severn or Bristol Channel south of Cone Pill on the 
other hand, thence along such watershed in a south-easterly 
direction until it reaches the Great Western Railway near 
Woolaston Station, in the county of Gloucester, and thence 
straight to the bench mark 25°8, where it began—the limits of 
the said river and fishery district being more particularly shown 
on a map marked S. 2388/1895, and deposited herewith with the 
clerk of the county council of Hereford. 

And the said river and fishery district as hereby altered shall 
be for all purposes a river and fishery district within the meaning 
of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 1861 to 1892. 

Signed and sealed by order of the Board of Trade this ainth 
day of December 1895. 

(Signed) A. D. BrerrineTon, 
An Assistant Secretary to the 
said Beard. 


Loan ExniBiTION OF ENGLISH FURNITURE AND FicuRED 
SILKs OF THE 17TH AND L8TH CBNTURIES. 

A communication has been received from the Secretary of the 

Department of Science and Art, stating that the Lords of the 

Committee of Council on Education have directed the formation, 
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at the Bethnal Green Museum, of a loan collection of examples 
of English furniture and figured silks of the 17th and 18th 
centuries, which will be opened in April 1896, in the galleries 
recently occupied by the National portraits which are now 
removed to Trafalgar Square. 

In crder to ensure the formation of a thoroughly representative 
collection, the assistance has been invited of a number of gentlemen 
eminently qualified by their knowledge to advise with regard to 
these branches of industrial art, which still form, as they did in 
the past, the main handicrafts of the East of London. 

The interest taken on the continent in English 18th century 
furniture is shown by the fact that commissions have recently 
come from Germany and Austria to inspect the examples of 
the works of Chippendale, Sheraton, and Hepplewhite in the 
South Kensington Museum, and to secure authentic specimens, 

_or good copies, for the Commercial Museums of Strasburg and 
Vienna. 

Recent changes of fashion have caused a demand for 18th 
century patterns in figured silks, the manufacture of which 
formerly gave employment to 60,000 weavers in the East of 
London, and the designs of the early days of George ILL. are now 
being revived or adapted. Possessors of dresses and costumes 
made of these silks will be invited to lend them for exhibition, 
and as 18th century trade pattern books—-which attach to cut 
examples of the silks the names of weavers and merchants— will 
be included, comparisons between the designs in these samples 
and the patterns in the old costumes will probably lead to greater 
accuracy in dating the English figured silks already in the 
possession of the Museum. 

The Loan Collection will remain open for six months; and, in 
addition, the Bethnal Green Museum will be enriched by the 
— loan by Sir Wollaston Franks of his collection of 

uropean porcelain, and by the Chantry Bequest collection of 
pictures lent by the Royal Academy. 
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Il--IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


With reference to previous notifications in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” the following statement of the quantity of hay imported 
into the United Kingdom from each country during the month 
of December and the twelve months ended 31st December 1895, 
together with the corresponding figures for 1894, has been 
prepared from particulars supplied to the Board of Trade by Her 
Majesty’s Customs :— 


Twelve Months ended 
Month of December 8lst December 
Countries. 
1895. 1894, 1895. 1894, 
Tons Tons. Tons Tons. 

Russia, North - - 298 27,825 

Sweden - - - 29 $1 -- 
Norway - - - - 5438 36 1,601 2,969 
Denmark - - - 403 151 2,668 5,042 
Germany o ° - 1,208 18 5,198 1,929 
Holland - - - - 4,171 496 24,267 13,540 
Belgium 942 52 6,236 3,887 
France - 7 - - 1,879 376 16,379 6,206 
Spain - - - 364 
Italy - ~ 125 
Tripoli - - - 3 
Tunis _ | 275 
Algeria = 2 240 225 7,090 | 3,951 
Cape of Good Hope - - | 1 
Victoria - - - 10 | 3 

New South Wales - — 13 | 
New Zealand - 22 
Canada - 431 1,958 16,899 | 28,711 
Newfoundland - - — — 6 | 23 
United States: America - - 424 4,369 36,176 152,423 
Chile - - - 217 4,070 

Uruguay - - - 2 | 
Argentine Republic - - - 77 = 27 1,678 805 
Total - - - 10,847 7,708 118,795 | 254,214 


The total quantity of hay imported into the United Kingdom 
in 1893 amounted to 263,050 tons, and in 1894 to 254,214 tons. 


: 
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IIlL—AUTHORISED GAS UNDERTAKINGS. 


The usual Parliamentary Returns relating to authorised gas 
undertakings in the United Kingdom have recently been issued. 
The return relating to undertakings belonging to companies is for 
the year ended 3lst December 1894, and that relating to the 
gas undertakings of local authorities is for the year ended 25th 
March 1895. 

Particulars are given in the returns with respect to 627 under- 
takings, 199 of which belong to local authorities and 428 to 
companies. The number of undertakings belonging to companies 
is the same as in the previous year’s return, while the number 
of those,owned by local authorities has increased by seven. 

The grand total of the two returns and the increase or decrease 
in the various items during the year are shown in the following 
table :— 


TaBLE showing the of the -Locan AuTHoRITIES’ and 
Companies’ 


Number 
of Authorised Amount Paid up 
Undertakings 
included Authorised. | and Borrowed. 
in Return. 
£ £ 
CoMPANIES’ RETURN 428 t 55,583,190 44,798,877 
LocaL AUTHORITIES’ RETURN = 199 t 28,068,793 24,624,554 
TOTAL - 627 83,651,983 69,423,431 
Increase during the year 7 1,150,335 1,768,224 
Decrease during the year - 
+ Share and loan capital authorised. t Loan authorised. 


. Tons of Number of 
— Receipts. | Expendi- | “Coal _| Cubic Feet 
Carbonised.| of Gus Made. 


£ £ 
CoMPANIES’ RETURN 18,006,219 9,110,485 7,128,126 | 72,610,842,498 
Local AUTHORITIES’ RETURN = 6,402,046 | 4,681,035 4,191,175 | 41,684,838,142 


| 
ToTaL . “ 19,408,265 13,791,520 | 11,319,301 | 114,295,680,640 


Increase during the year 5789600; — 299,009 | 3,513,892,239 


Decresse during the year - 303,698 
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Number 
Number of | Length of | Number - 
Cubic Feet | Gas of of 

of Gas Sold. | in Miles. Consumers. Lighte L. 


CoMPANIES’ RETURN = | 66,977,906,792 14,557 1,266,943 295,787 
LocaL AUTHORITIES’ RETURN * = |38,183,083,467 8,753 | 1,257,274 217,069 


ToTaL - 105,160,990,259] 23,310 | 2,524,217 512,856 


Increase during the year . 8,274,619,129 484 72,682 5,630 


| 


The above summary indicates the continued prosperity of the 
gas industry in the United Kingdom during the year 1894-5. 
The expenditure decreased 303,698/., while the revenue increased 
578,960/. At the same time there was a large increase in the 
number of tons of coal carbonised, the quantity of gas made and 
sold, and the number of consumers. The capital invested in 
the gas undertakings is now nearly 69} millions—an increase 
during the year of over 1} millions. 

The two following tables show the average receipts, expendi- 
ture, and gross profit per 1,000 cubic feet of gas sold by companies 
and local authorities respectively during the last five years :— 


ComPANIES. 

Year. Receipts, Expenditure. Profit. 

1890 8 9°21 2 10°54 O 10°67 
1891 3 9°88 2 11°70 0 10°18 
1892 3 9°63 2 10°32 0 11°31 
1893 3 10°21 2 9°82 1 0°39 
1894 3 10°60 2 8°64 1 1°96 

Locan AUTHORITIES. 
Year. Receipts. Expenditure. | Profit. 

«¢: 8. d. 
1890 3 5°31 2 7°06 | 0 10°25 
1891 3 5°05 2 7°90 G 9°15 
1892 8 3°81 2 7°29 | 0 8°52 
18938 3 5°01 2 8°09 8:92 
1894 3B 4°24 2 5°42 0 10°82 


The gas undertakings of local authorities and companies are, 
however, carried on under such obviously different conditions that 
the comparative value of these and other figures in the respective 
returns is somewhet affected. 


| 
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The following table reveals some of the differences in the two 
classes of undertakings :— 


Average Number Ave Number 
Average Annual 
suppliod per Mile of | Consumption of Gas by 
1.) Private (2) Public |(1.) Private}-(2.) Public |(1.) Private! (2.) Public 
consumers. ps. | Consumers. mps. mps, 
c. f. c. f. 
Companies - - 2,960 691 87 20 48,803 17,399 
Local Authorities - 6,318 1,091 144 25 27,797 14,903 


The quantity of gas made per ton of coal carbonised con- 
tinues to slightly increase, but there is not sufficient information 
in the returns to show to what extent these figures are affected 
by the increasing use of materials other thau coal in the manu- 
facture and enrichment of gas. The figures for the last five 
years are subjoined :— 


Average Number of Cubic Feet of Gas made per Ton 
of Coal Carbonised. 
Year. 
Companies. Local Authorities. 

1890 10,155 9,877 
1891 10,034 9,098 
1892 10,138 9,882 
1893 10,157 9,871 
1894 10,186 9,946 


During the year the price of gas was reduced by about 79 
companies and 38 local authorities, and was raised by 4 companies 
and 2 Iccal authorities. In 1893 the price was reduced by about 
37 companies and 21 local authorities, and increased by about 
35 companies and 29 local authorities. 

Companies’ Return—The total amount of share capital paid 
up on 3lst December 1894 was 37,959,200/., of which sum 
8,352,0432 (including premiums amounting to 2,637.019/.) had 
been raised under the Auction Clauses. 

One hundred and fifty-six companies paid a dividend of 
10 per cent. on their original capital, and 44 paid dividends 
varying from 103 to 20} per cent., mostly under the operation of 
the sliding scale ; 21 companies paid no dividend—two less than 
in the previous year. Of these 21, only five undertakings were 
worked at a loss, the aggregate loss being 2641. 

The lowest price charged for gas under the operation of the 
sliding scale was 1s, 9d. per 1,000 cubic feet at Plymouth, the 
company paying a dividend of 124 per cent. on their ordinary 
capital. At Newcastle the price was 1s. 10d. with a discount of 
10 per cent., and the dividend paid under the sliding scale was 
9} per cent. 


| 
i 
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The highest price charged was 6s. 8d. at Menai Bridge, where 
the undertaking belongs to a private proprietor. 

The highest dividends paid under the sliding scale were 16% per 
cent. by the Harrogate Gas Company, 15} per cent. by the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company, and 14 per cent. by the Wands- 
worth and Putney, Croydon and Ashton Gas Companies. The 
Kingston-upon-Hull Gas Company paid 20{ per cent., but not 
under the sliding scale. 

The following table of dividends paid by the companies upon 
their original capital shows an increase in the average rate of 
dividend from 7/. 18s. 1d. to 8/. 2s. per cent. :— 


No. of Companies. 


Dividend paid on Original Capital. | 


1890. | 1891. 1892. | 1893. 1894. 
| 

No dividend - - - - 10 15 18 |) 28 21 
l 2 2 | 41 1 
2 - 4 2 4 
2 ” * 2 — 1 
24 3 2 — | 8 3 
2 - - _ | 1 
35 - - 5 4 1 4 
4 - - 3 15 17 
43 ” = — | 1 
2 3 3 | 2 4 3 
6 17 15 18: - 10 
64 a - - - 2 1 3 4 | 2 
« - - -| = 
7 - 19 19 18 | i 
7 - -| 25 22 | 17 
8 - - - 40 37 35 
gh - - 1 2 1 
| ° - 4 7 7 | 9 5 
84 ” - - - 2 3 1 5 3 
9 ee - “ 13 13 15 19 22 
9 2 3 3 2 
9} - 2 3 3 


& 


| 
| 
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No. of Companies. 


Dividend paid on Original Capital. | 
| 1890. | 1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. 
| 

9} percent. = - -| 1 3 2 
10 ra a a -| 155 158 153 142 156 
wt - - -| — 
10 a woe - - 3 4 5 3 2 
3 2 2 3 2 
1l - - 7 6 4 7 
- -| — 1 l 
- 1 1 1 1 2 
- -| — — | 1 
11: > - - - 7 9 8 | 8 9 
12 - - - 5 5 5 
13 RS - - -| 5 4 3 3 2 
13} ” - | | 1 
14 ad - 3 3 
15 - - 
165» - - - 1 1 2 2S 
19 ” - -| — 1 
- - 1 1 1 
- 1 1} — - 
Gas not ‘yet supplied ~ - 4 5 | 4 8 | 2 
Private undertakings - - 7 7 7 6 | 8 


Total - - 


— 
a 
to 
to 
to 
to 
~ 
to 


Average dividend of 405 com- 
panies, 1890 - - 


} 81. 9s. 43d. per cent. 
Average dividend of 410 oe 


3 
panies, 1891 - $l. 7s. 103d. ,, 


Average dividend of 418 com- 
panies, 1892 - 
Average dividend of 419 com- 


sl. 3s. 113d. ,, 


panies, 1893 - | 71. 188. 1d. 
Average dividend of 418 com- } | 
panies, 1894 81. 2s, Od. 


Local Authorities’ Return-The lowest prices per 1,000 cubic 
feet of gas were 1s. 10d. and 2s., discount 2d., charged by the 
Widnes Corporation. 

The highest price was 7s. per 1,000 cubic feet, charged by the 
Tain Gas Commissioners. 

In 5 cases the expenditure exceeded the receipts, as com- 
pared with 10 cases in the previous year; and in 35 cases the 
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excess of receipts over expenditure was insufficient to provide for 
the payment of interest, &., as compared with 54 similar cases 
in the previous year, 

The eight local authorities shown in the following table made a 
profit of over 20,000/, after payment of interest, &e. Eight other 
local authorities, viz., Stockport, Southport, Bradford, Birkenhead, 
Oldham, Blackburn, Wigan, and Rochdale, made a profit of over 


10,0007. after payment of interest, &e, 


| Price charged 
Town or City. ; Net Profit. | to Private How Profit was applied. 
| Consumers, 
| 
| £ 
Manchester - | 90,438 2s. 6d. 54,0442. in aid of rates, and 36,394/. 
| to contingent fund. 
Bolton - - 38,251 8s. 2d., 14,7731, to reserve fund; 23,478/. 
| discount 6d. in aid of rates. 
Leeds - - | 33,718 2s. 4d., discount] 31,188/. to previous deficiencies ; 
24 and 5 °, 2,530/. to reserve fund. 
Nottingham « | 30,842 2s. 2d. to Not yet applied. 
2s. 6d. 
Birmingham - 30,448 2s. 3d. to To city improvement rate. 
| 2s. 7d., 
| discount 5 °/, 
Salford - 29,513 2s. 3d. and | 6,593l. to depreciation funds ; 
2s. 4d. 22,920/. to relief of rates. 
Leicester - | 26,898 2s. 4d. To general district rate. 
Belfast - 24,308 28. 9d., di t| To capital account, &e. 
2} to 20 °/, 


q 
j 
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IV.—AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN, 1895. 


The following preliminary statement, showing the estimated 
total production of wheat, barley, and oats in the years 1895 and 
1894, with the acreage and estimated average yield per statute 
acre in Great Britain, was issued by the Board of Agriculture on 
the 13th December last :— 


WHEAT. 
|  Rstimated Total Estimated Average 
Produce. Acreage. Yield per Acre. of the 
| | Years 
| 1895. | 1894, 1895. 1894, 1895. | 1894, 1885-94, 


| Bushels. | Bushels. Acres. | Acres. | Bushels, Bushels.| Bushels, 
England - - ened 56,087,603 | 1,339,806 1,826,626 26°21 30°71 29°35 


Wales + 951,505 | 1,420,082] 44,036 56,470] 21°61 25°15 | 28°34 
Scotland - 1,104,293) 1,665,116] 33,641 44,866] 32°88) 37°11 35°32 


Great Britain - | 37,176,257 | 59,172,801 | 1,417,483 1,927,962] 26°23 30°69 29-22 


| 


BARLEY. 
| Estimated Total Estimated Average 
i uce. Acreage. Yield per Acre. of the 
i | Ten 
| 1895. | 1894. 1895. | 1894. 1895. | 1894, 1885-94. 


| Bushels. Bushels. | Acres. | Acres. | Bushels. Bushels.| Bushels. 
England - - | 58,092,197 61,194,073 | 1,837,850 | 1,766,142 31°61 34°65 33°07 


Wales - - 2,996,676 3,347,902] 111,886 111,572] 26°78 30°01 28°03 
7,562,072 7,758,001 218,057 34°92 | 35°55 35°26 


2,095,771 31°69 34°50 38°02 


Great Britain - | 68,650,945 72,295,066 2,166,279 
Oats. 
Estimated Total Estimated Average 
Produce. Acreage. Yield per Acre. “+ the 
! | Years 
1895, 1894, 1895. 1894, 1895. | 1894, | 1885-94, 


| | 


| 
Bushels. Bushels. Acres. Acres. | Bushels. Bushels.| Bushels. 
England - 78,645,010 88,289,392 2,045,477 1,978,312 38°45 44°63 40°58 


Wales - - 7,654,006 9,012,652] 242,198 250,866] 31-60 | 35°93 | 32°58 
37°26 35°60 


Scotland - 35,849,552 38,160,887 1,008,388 1,024,223 35°55 


Great Britain- 122,148,628 135,462,931 | 3,296,063 3,253,401 37°06 | 41°64 38°21 
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V.—REGULATIONS FOR THE SALE | 
OF MARGARINE IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES. 


The German Official “ Reichs-Anzeiger,” in its issue of 
November 22nd last, published the provisions of a Bill, laid 
before the Reichstag, for the regulation of the sale of butter, 
cheese, lard, and substances produced in imitation of these. With 
reference to this new Bill, the “ Reichs-Anzeiger ” published some 
interesting details with regard to similar regulations in other 
countries. 

In Denmark the law originally in force on this subject was 
that of April 1, 1885; but after a short time this law was 
replaced by a considerably more stringent one—that of April 5, 
1888. This in turn was replaced by the law of April 1, 1891, 
which is still in force. Its provisions are as follows :—Every 
person intending to manufacture or sell margarine has to inform 
the police officials of such intention. Margarine may only be sold 
or kept in vessels which are specially marked and easily dis- 
tinguishable from ordinary butter-casks. Places where margarine 
is sold must be so inscribed, and places for the sale or production 
of margarine must be separated from those where butter is sold 
or manufactured. Margarine may contain at most 50 per cent. 
of butter-fat, and is not to be of a deeper yellow colour than is 
indicated on a scheme of colours published by the Minister of the 
Interior. Oleomargarine and margarine cheese may only be 
bought or sold when specially packed in receptacles distinctly 
marked with the designation of the goods. In contract notes, 
bills of lading, accounts, and the like, which relate to the delivery 
of margarine, oleomargarine, and margarine cheese, these goods 
must be designated by their proper names. Special ofticials 
are entrusted with the duty of seeing that the provisions of the 
law are complied with, and these officers have access to all places 
where margarine, oleomargarine, or margarine cheese is manu- 
factured, kept, or offered for sale ; they have also the right to take 
samples and inspect the books of the tirm. The Minister of the 
Interior is further empowered to prohibit, if necessary, the 
—— of margarine and margarine cheese from Denmark. 

n Belgium the trade in artificial butter was regulated by a Royal 
Decree of 10th December 1890, the provisions of which were made 
considerably more stringent by a Royal Decree of 11th March 
1895. In virtue of the latter, only such quantities uf milk 
or cream as are absolutely indispensable may be used in the 
manufacture of margarine, and in no case may the Jatier contain 
more than 5 per cent. of butter-fat or show a deeper shade of yellow 
than is indicated on a table of colours. The reguiations also pre- 
scribe for the marking of places where margarine is sold, the vessels 
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or packages in which it is preserved, offered for sale, or transporte d, 
for the use of the cube-shape, in cases where the margarine is 
manufactured in definite shapes, and for the designation of the 
goods as “margarine” in accounts, &c. It is also forbidden to 
preserve or offer for sale margarine and natural butter in the same 
room. 

In Sweden the trade in margarine and artificial butter was 
first regulated by a Royal Decree of October 2, 1885, the pro- 
visions of which were replaced by a decree of considerably wider 
scope, dated October 11, 1889, which, as in the case of Denmark 
and Belgium, provides that shops, vessels, and packages must 
bear the inscription “margarine,” and that this word is ex- 
pressly to be used in accounts, bills of lading, &c. Manufacturers 
of margarine must give notice when commencing operations, and 
the manufacture is controlled by a service of inspectors, who 
have the right of access to all parts of the factories at any time, 
and whose duty it is to see that only pure and innocuous ingredients 
are used in the manufacture of margarine. 

In France the law of March 14, 1887, is in force, according 
to which artificial butter may only be traded in under the names 
“ margarine,” “‘ oleomargarine,” or “graisse alimentaire.” This 
law, however, has proved to be insufficient to suppress frauds in 


the butter trade, and it is the intention of the Government to 


introduce more stringent provisions after the model of those in 
force in Denmark. A bill with this object, providing, amongst 
other things, for a regular State control of margarine factories, 


-was laid before the Chamber of Deputies by the Government on 


July 20, 1894, 

The trade in margarine has also lately been regulated for the 
first time in Italy, Holland, Portugal, and Russia. 

According to the Italian law of July 19, 1894, the inscription 
“burro artificiale” or “margarina” must be stamped on each 
piece of artificial butter ; similarly vessels and packages contain- 
ing such butter must be plainly so marked, and the exterior of 
shops where margarine is sold must bear an inscription to that 
effect. The composition of artificial butter must be stated in 
accounts, bills of lading, &., as well as on receptacles and 
packages. It is prohibited to colour margarine in order to make 
it resemble butter. 

The Dutch law of June 23, 1889, provides that the wrapping, 
or where there is none the margarine itself, must be marked with 
the word “ margarine ” or “ surrogaat,” and empowers the police 
officials to visit at all times shops where butter is sold for the 
purpose of taking samples. 

In Portugal, under the provisions of the law of April 12, 1892, 
a tax of 80 reis is levied on every kilo. of artificial butter manu- 
factured, whilst foreign artificial butter is liable to an import duty 
of 400 reis per kilo., and oleomargarine to one of 250 reis. 

In Russia the law of 8th (20th) April 1891 prohibits the 
colouring of artificial butter to make it resemble butter, as well 
as the mixing of the two; butter and margarine may not be sold 


if 
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in the same sale-room. Vessels containing margarine, as well as 
shops where it is sold, must be so inscribed. The importation of 
margarine from abroad is not allowed, and in Finland the manu- 
facture is entirely prohibited. 

In Norway the legislation existing before the German law of 
July 12, 1887, remains unaltered. The Norwegian law of 
June 22, 1886, provides that artificial butter may only be kept in 
vessels bearing the word “margarine,” and that in every shop 
where it is sold an inscription to that effect must be put up. 

The manufacture and sale of oleomargarine and artificial 
butters in the United States are regulated by an Act passed in 
1886, the principal sections of which are as foliows :-— 

Sec. 1. That for the purposes of this Act the word “ butter ” 
shall be understood to mean the food product usually known as 
butter, and which is made exclusively from milk or cream, or 
both, with or without common salt, and with or without additional 
colouring matter. 

Sec. 2. That for the purposes of this Act certain manufactured 
substances, certain extracts, and certain mixtures and compounds, 
including such mixtures and compounds with butter, shall 
be known and designated as “oleomargarine,’ namely: All 
substances heretofore known as oleomargarine, oleo, oleomar- 
garine-oil, butterine, lardine, suine, and neutral; all mixtures and 
compounds of oleomargarine, oleo, oleomargarine-oil, butterine, 
Jardine, suine, and neutral; all lard extracts and tallow extracts ; 
and all mixtures and compounds of tallow, beef-fat, suet, lard, 
lard-oil, vegetable-oil, annotto, and other colouring matter, 
intestinal fat, and offal fat made in imitation or semblance of 
butter, or when so made calculated or intended to be sold as 
butter or for butter. 

Sec. 3. That special taxes are imposed as follows :— 

Manufacturers of oleomargarine shall pay 600 dols. Every 
person who manufactures oleomargarine for sale shall be deemed 
a manufacturer of oleomargarine. 

Wholesale dealers in oleomargarine shall pay 480 dols. Every 
person who sells or offers for sale oleomargarine in the original 
manufacturer’s packages shall be deemed a wholesale dealer in 


oleomargarine, 

Sec. 6, That all oleomargarine shall be packed by the manu- 
facturer thereof in firkins, tubs, or other wooden packages not 
before used for that purpose, each containing not less than ten 
pounds, and marked,,stamped, and branded as the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall prescribe ; and all sales made by manufacturers of 
oleomargarine and wholesale dealers in oleomargarine shall be in 
original stamped packages. Retail dealers in oleomargarine must 
sell only from original stamped packages, in quantities not exceed- 
ing ten pounds, and shall pack the oleomargarine sold by them in 
suitable wooden or paper packages, which shall be marked and 
branded as the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, with the 
approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall prescribe. Every 
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person who knowingly sells, or offers for sale, or delivers, or 
offers to deliver any oleomargarine in any other form than in new 
wooden or paper packages as above described, or who packs in 
any package any oleomargarine in any manner contrary to law, 
or who falsely brands any package or affixes a stamp on any 
package denoting a less amount of tax than that required by law, 
shall be fined for each offence not more than 1,000 dols. and be 
imprisoned not more than two years, 

Sec. 7. That every manufacturer of oleomargarine shall 
securely affix, by pasting on each package containing oleo- 
margarine manufactured by him, a label on which shall be printed, 
besides the number of the manufactory and the district and State 
in which it is situated, these words: “ Notice—The manufacturer 
“ of the oleomargarine herein contained has complied with all the 
requirements of law. Every person is cautioned not to use 
either this package again or the stamp thereon again, nor to 
remove the contents of this package without destroying said 
stamp, under the penalty provided by law in such cases.” Ever 
manufacturer of oleomargarine who neglects to affix such label to 
any package containing oleomargarine made by him, or sold or 
offered for sale by or for him, and every person who removes any 
such label so affixed from any such package, shall be fined 
50 dols. for each package in respect of which such offence be 
committed. 

Sec. 10. That all oleomargarine imported from foreign 
countries shall, in addition to any import duty imposed on the 
same, pay an Internal Revenue tax of 15 cents per pound, such 
tax to be represented by coupon stamps, as in the case of oleo- 
margarine manufactured in the United States. The stamps shall 
be fixed and cancelled by the owner or importer of the oleo- 
margarine while it is in the custody of the proper Custom-house 
officers ; and the oleomargarine shall not pass out of the custody 
of said officers until the stamps have been so affixed and cancelled, 
but shall be put up in wooden packages, each containing not less 
than 10 pounds, as prescribed in this Act for oleomargarine 
manufactured in the United States, before the stamps are affixed ; 
and the owner or importer of such oleomargarine shall be liable 
to all the penal provisions of this Act prescribed for manufac- 
turers of oleomargarine manufactured in the United States. 
Whenever it is necessary to take any oleomargarine so imported 
to any place other than the public stores of the United States for 
the purpose of affixing and cancelling such stamps, the collector 
of Customs of the port where such oleomargarine is entered 
shall designate a bonded warehouse to which it shall be taken, 
under the control of such Customs officer as such collector may 
direct ; and every officer of Customs who permits any such 
oleomargarine to pass out of his custody or control without com- 
pliance by the owner or importer thereof with the provisions of 
this section relating thereto, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, 
and shall be fined not less than 1,000 dols. nor more than 5,000 
dols., and imprisoned not less than six months nor more than 
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three years. Every person who sells or offers for sale any im- 
ported oleomargarine, or oleomargarine purporting or claimed to 
have been imported, not put up in packages and stamped as 
provided by this Act, shall be fined not less than 500 dols. nor 
more than 5,000 dols., and be imprisoned net less than six 
months nor more than two years. 

Sec. 11. That every person whe knowingly purchases or receives 
for sale any oleomargarive which has not been branded or stamped 
according to law shall be liable to a penalty of 50 dols. for each 
such offence. 

Sec. 13. That whenever any stamped package containing 
oleomargarine is emptied, it shall be the duty of the person in 
whose hands the same is to destroy utterly the stamps thereon ; 
and any person who wilfully neglects or refuses so to do shall for 
each such offence be fined not exceeding 50 dols., and imprisoned 
not less than 10 days nor more thansix months. And any person 
who fraudulently gives away or accepts from another, or who sells, 
buys, or uses for packing oleomargarine, any such stainped package 
shall for each such offence be fined not exceeding 100 dols., and 
be imprisoned not more than one year. Any revenue officer may 
destroy any emptied oleomargarine package upon which the tax- 
paid stamp is found. 

Sec. 15. That all packages of oleomargarine subject to tax 
under this Act that shall be found without stamps or marks as 
herein provided, and all oleomargarine intended for human 
consumption which contains ingredients adjudged, as hereinbefore 
provided, to be deleterious to the public health shall be forfeited 
to the United States. Any person who shail wilfully remove or 
deface the stamps, marks, or brands on packages containing 
oleomargarine taxed as provided herein shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanour, and shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
100 dols. nor more than 2,000 dols., and by imprisonment for not 
Jess than 30 days nor more than six months. 

By an Act of 1890 the regulations have been revised, certain 
new regulations having been promulgated by the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue for the better carrying into effect of the Act of 
1886, chiefly in regard to the keeping of books and rendering of 
returns and to the time at which the special taxes are due. 

In October 1895, further regulations as to the marking, 
branding, labelling, &c., of tins or other inner package devices 
of manufacturers’ original packages of oleomargarine for export 
were issued by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, by which 
it is enacted that no trade mark, label, brand, picture-illustration, 
or other advertising or descriptive device will be permitted to 
be used upon the tins or other inner package devices of manu- 
facturers’ original packages of oleomargarine for export which 
in anywise conceal the Government brand “oleomargarine,” 
required under Section 16 of the Act of August 2, 1886, to be 
branded upon all packages of oleomargarine for export. 

No such trade mark, label, brand, picture-illustration, or other 
advertising or descriptive device shall be placed upon the tins or 
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other inner package devices in such juxtaposition to the Govern- 
ment brand “oleomargarine” as to overshadow or confuse that 
notice as to the nature of the contents of the tins or other inner 
package devices. Nor shall it be permitted to use upon such 
tins or other inner package devices any trade mark, label, brand, 
picture-illustration, or other advertising or descriptive device, 
which in anywise indicates or is calculated to induce the belief 
that the contents are anything else than oleomargarine. 

The Government brand “oleomargarine” must stand con- 
spicuously by itself. 

No trade mark, label, brand, picture-illustration, or other 
advertising or descriptive device prohibited as above for use upon 
the tins or other inner package devices, shall in any other form 
be inclosed in the manufacturers’ original package containing the 
tins or other inner package devices. 

The use of the word “ butterine” in branding tins or other 
inner package devices of oleomargarine is prohibited by law. 
Section 2 of the Act of August 2, 1886, prescribes that 
“ butterine ” shall be known and designated as “ oleomargine.” 

Under the foregoing instructions it will be seen that the 
use of any trade mark, label, brand, picture-illustration, or other 
advertising or descriptive device, representing a cow or dairy 
farm, or in any other form indicating the contents of the tins or 
other inner package devices to be a product of the dairy, or 
calculated to induce the belief that it is such product, is in 
admissible. 


i 
i} 
ff 
ij 
| 
it 
i} 
if 


Jan. 1896.) INDUSTRIES OF THE PIRAZUS. 27 


VI—INDUSTRIES OF THE PIRAUS* 


From the following statement concerning the industries of the 
Pirzous, it will be seen that Greece is now making some efforts to 
render herself independent of foreign imported manufactures. 

At the Pirzus there are seven weaving and spinning factories, 
the annual production of which is—coloured cotton tissues, 
2,150,000 metres; unbleached cotton tissues, 1,650,000 metres ; 
white cotton yarn, 950,000 metres; coloured cotton yarn, 
350,000 metres. This industry works 2,050 looms and 51,000 
spindles, and employs 3,400 workers (1,400 men, 2,000 women). 
A workman’s wage is from 2 to 5 drachmas (1s. 7$d.—4s. at par 
value) per day, and a woman receives from 1 to 3 drachmas 
(94d. to 2s. 43d.). 

There is only one manufactory of cloth at the Pirzeus, with an 
annual output of about 240,000 metres of stuff, of a value of 
1,650,000 francs (72,000/.), and employing 150 men and 280 
women, at work on 50 looms. 

The products of all these factories are for the most part for 
home consumption; in 1894, however, Turkey imported cotton yarn 
and tissues to the value of 380,600 francs (15,0002). 

Fourteen steam flour mills are established at the Pirzeus, with 
an average daily production of 415,000 kilegs of flour. The 
motive power employed is 1,010 horse-power, and the mills give 
work to 350 men, the grain being imported chiefly from Russia 
and Turkey, though Thessaly furnishes a certain amount. 

Five large distilleries and over 40 minor stills manufacture 
spirits and liqueurs. This industry has greatly extended since 
1893, on account of the failure of the currant market in Europe 
and the consequent plethora of that product in Greece. Open- 
ings have been found in Turkey, Egypt, Roumania, and Servia 
for the sale of brandy, and in 1894 quantities to the value of 
1,700,000 frances (68,000/.) were exported. These spirits enter 
much into competition with French brandies, and are even tending 
to replace them among the middle classes of the above-named 
countries, 

In addition to these distilleries, five breweries turn out a 
common kind of beer, for local consumption only. 

Five ironworks and dockyards for the construction and 
repairing of vessels, and for the making of machines, boilers, 
objects in iron und copper, and hydraulic presses are in activity, 
employing 700 workmen and a force of 400 horse-power, and 
doing an annual business of 3,500,000 francs (140,000/.). Some 
of their products, such as steam engines, boilers, and agricultural 
instruments, are exported to Turkey. 

The remaining principal industries are two tanneries, 20 chair 
manufactories, eight small copper foundries, one nail factory, 
using German iron wire, two steam saw-mills, one dynamite factory, 
turning out about 400 tons per annum; besides candle, match, 
straw hat, brush factories, &c, 


* Report of the French Consul at the Pireus. 
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VIL—INTERSTATE TARIFFS IN MEXICO* 


The amendments to the Mexican constitution proposed by 
Finance Minister Limantour, having for their object the abolition 
of the interstate tariff duties known as the alcabala, now before 
the Mexican Congress, have been strongly urged by President 
Diaz. The text of the amendments is as follows :— 

First. Section 3 of Article 3 of the Federal Constitution is 
hereby amended and enlarged in the following form :— 

The States shall not— 

(3.) Coin money, issue paper money, stamps, or stamped paper. 

(4.) Tax passage of persons or effects through their territory. 

(5.) Prohibit or tax, directly or indirectly, the introduction or 
exit from their territory of domestic or foreign merchandise. 

(6.) Impose on the circulation or consumption of domestic or 
foreign merchandise duties or taxes of a nature to be collected 
by internal Custom-houses, or to require the opening or exami- 
nation of packages, or to necessitate the transportation of goods 
under fiscal documents. 

(7.) Issue or maintain laws or fiscal enactments implying 
distinction as to taxation or requirements, based on the places 
of origin of domestic or foreign merchandise, and whether the 
distinction be enforced by way of protection to local production 
or by way of faveur to products coming from a given locality. 

Second. Article 124 of the Constitution is amended in the 
following form :— 

“It is the exclusive privilege of the powers of the Union to 
tax merchandise on its importation or exportation, or passage in 
transit through the national territory, as also to regulate at all 
times, and even to prohibit for reasons of public safety or policy, 
the circulation in the interior of the Republic of any kind of 
merchandise, whatever may be the place of its origin.” 

These reforms shall come into force on the Ist day of July, 
1896. 

These proposed amendments seek the overthrow of an evil 
centuries old, fixed in popular habit and prejudice, and backed 
by powerful official interests. 

If pushed (and there is reason to believe they will be), they 
may provoke a struggle which will determine Mexico's place in 
modern progress and be decisive of the national supremacy, If 
passed and enforced, trade with Mexico will be greatly increased. 

Mexico is a tariff-taxed country. Indeed, the extent to which 
the tariff system prevails and the time it has endured ought 
to be a complete and convincing test of its merits. Intro- 


* Based on a recent report of the Consul-General for the United States at 
Nuevo Laredo (Mexico), 
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duced in 1578, it is about the only political institution which has 
survived in all its crudity the country’s innumerable crises. 

Besides a national tariff, every one of the 27 States, the 
Federal District, and Territories, and almost every raunici- 
pality has each its separate tariff, on the principle, perhaps, 
that what is good for the whole ought to be good for each of its 
parts. These different tariffs are of all kinds and conditions, 
There are the high, the low, the tariff for revenue only, for 
revenue with incidental protection, the out-and-out tariff for 
protection of home industries, and others whose character is 
unclassified. 

The foreign merchant learns them all by hard experience. At 
every national pot of entry he must stand and deliver to the 
nation, at every state boundary he must pause to pay tribute to 
the state, and each municipality he enters levies new exactions. 
Tn this latter respect, however, he is no worse off than the native 
Mexican. He, too, encounters the tariff if he seeks a market 
beyond the narrowest local limits. 

In fact, lesser Mexican communities have frequently sought 
this ready relief from self-taxation by setting themselves up, for 
tariff purposes, as distinct territories (distintos suelos), and there 
were at one time thus established 276 tariff districts. Each of 
those districts reasoned that it could make the other 275 pay its 
taxes, and so set its aleabala, or tariff tax, accordingly. 

But no people can profit by mutual imposition, The 276 tarift 
districts preyed on each other with obvious results, Traffic and 
revenue shrank, industry was dwarfed, enterprise crushed. The 
evil grew so manifest that there was a general outcry against it, 
and leading statesmen urged its abolition. Then began the 
movement which is now culminating in the proposed constitutional 
amendments. 

As early as 1824 there was adopted a national constitution 
which guaranteed liberty of commerce. This, it was thought, 
would put an end to the alcabala. It did not; the system was 
defiantly maintained. On October 14, 1846, Congress, by 
formal enactment, declared the alcabala abolished, but threats of 
revolution forced its re-establishment. On June 14, 1848, it was 
suppressed in the Federal district and territories, but in a few 
short months Santa Anna restored it. On November 24, 1855, 
another general law was passed prohibiting it, but the law was 
repealed before the date set for its enforcement. The new con- 
stitution of 1857 reasserted the exclusive right of the Federal 
Government to regulate foreign and domestic commerce. With 
the empowering sanction of this fundamental law, an Act was 
passed providing that from and after January 1, 1862, the alcabala 
should for ever cease. But on = 14, 1862, the Act was 
repealed, the alcabala re-established, and the duties under it 
doubled. In 1869 and 1877 other measures were promulgated, 
only to prove equally abortive. The alcabala continued. 

In the belief that the error of all previous legislation had been 
the insufficient time given to the seyeral States to adjust their 
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fiscal systems, it was enacted in 1881 that from and after Decem- 
ber 1, 1884, there should he no alcabala. This was subsequently 
extended to December 1, 1886, by which date both the law and 
the spirit of reform which created it seem to have died of inanition, 
In 1890, a national convention was held to consider the question. 
It consisted of delegates from all the States, duly empowered. 
Their deliberatious lasted until April 1, 1891, when it was 
solemnly agreed that the alcabala was an evil and that the whole 
system of interior Custom-houses should be done away with. But 
nothing came of it; the state and local tariffs were levied and 
collected as usual. 

It is claimed that in a few of the States the aleabala had been 
practically abandoned. But the first State to which the credit is 
given is the State of Tamaulipas, and so far from giving up the 
system or even advancing in the line of reform, Tamaulipas has 
retrograded, for, while nominally renouncing the alcabala duties 
for the State itself, the tax, with all its objectionable features, has 
been transferred to the several municipalities. 

For example, in the schedule of the alcabala duties of the 
municipality of Nuevo Laredo in the State of Tamaulipas there 
are 51 separate classes oi articles subject to a tariff duty ranging 
from 6 cents per yard on cassimeres to 5 dols. per 1,000 on 
cigars ; and at the end of the classified list (so that nothing may 
escape), there is an omnibus clause to the effect that all articles 
not specified shall pay 25 cents. per 100 kilograms. 

Nuevo Leon, which is another State named as free from the 
alcabala, has a system as oppressive as Tamaulipas, and the 
Federal district itself, the seat of government, where, if anywhere, 
reform ought to be manifest, leads all the rest in the severity of 
its tariff taxes, collecting annually from a single article (pulque) 
over 400,000 dols. 

Despite the consensus of opinion of the best men of all parties, 
despite the determined efforts of 70 years, the alcabala continues 
to be the main source of State and municipal revenue. 

With so many different tariff schedules, utterly devoid of 
uniformity, each shaped by special local circumstances, each 
changing from time to time with the whim of local law-makers, 
the trials of the merchant who attempts any extended business in 
Mexico may be imagined. Every State legislature, in annual 
session, is prone to revise the alcabala of the State. Every 
municipal council, at its weekly session, may propose changes in 
the alcabala of the district. 

The ultimate passage of the proposed amendments, and their 
subsequent enforcement, seems to be ceriain. The fate of 
similar movements in the past is no criterion now; the Mexico 
of to-day isa new creation. The alcabala belongs to the period 
of the ox-cart and. the pronuncviamento ; it is out of place with 
steam, electricity, and a virile national authority. 
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VIII---THE IMPORTATION OF MANUFACTURED 
ARTICLES INTO THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


Manufactures of ali kinds and raw materials to be worked up 
form the most considerable item in the import trade of Argentina, 
says the “ Handels-Museum” for November 28, 1895. In the 
years 1887 to 1891 these articles were imported to the average 
annual value of 21,180,000 dollars gold, representing 18 per cent. 
of the total imports; in 1892 their value was 30,610,000 dols., 
or 34 per cent. of the total ; in 1893, 27,810,000 dols. gold, or 
29 per cent.; and in 1894, 25,860,000 dols. gold, equivalent to 
28 per cent. of the total of the imports. The explanaticn of the 
low percentage for the five years 1887 to 1891 is that in conse- 
quence of the large imports of materials for railway and other 
construction, the total importation during this period exceeded 
that of the following years by more than 25 per cent. On the 
other hand, however, the imports of made-up articles, &e., in 
1891 was only about half the usual figure, so that the average for 
the five years was only 21,180,000 dols. gold. 

The following detailed examination of these statistics is taken 
from the “ Buenos Aires Handels-Zeitung :— 

The statistics show that there was a very considerable increase 
in the imports of cotton and woollen yarn in 1894 as compared 
with 1893, but, on the other hand, a similar decrease in raw 
cotton is noted, the imports for 1892 being about 150,000 kilogs., 
of a value of 80,000 dols. gold, and for 1894 about 36,000 kilogs, 
of a value of 9,000 dols. gold. A decline is also noticeable in the 
imports of common sewing thread, whilst in the case of silk thread 
there is a steady and not inconsiderable increase ; in fact, this is 
the only article of French origin which does not show a falling off. 
The decreased imports of the different kinds of binding twine 
and the increase in pita hemp point to an increased manufacture 
of twine in the interior. 

The importation of silk ribbons has fallen off, whilst the other 
classes show an increase, especially in goods coming from Germany 
and Engiand. 

Packing-cloth shows an increase of about 25 per cent. since 
1892, which is distributed amongst all the exporting countries 
except Belgium. Imports of canvas are fairly stationary. 

Tissues of pure cotton show a decrease of about 40 per cent. 
for 1894 as compared with 1892; this results from the fact that 
the imports of this article were extremely small in 1891, amount- 
ing to less than $6,000,000, and consequently unusually large 
shipments were made in 1892. 

Similarly in 1891, the imports of pere woollen cloth were below 
the average, but these reached their highest point in 1893, in 
comparison with which 1894 shows a decrease. Although tissues 
of pure cotton have fallen off, there is a considerable increase in 
tissues of silk and wool mixed, 
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There was also a decrease in 1894 as compared with 1893 in 
the importation of lace, edgings and tulles, especially from France 
and England. Imports of plush, covers of all kinds, and small 
wares show an increase. The augmentation in the imports of 
iow and rope wares, especially from England, is very marked. 
Imports of wicks for lamps and candles have fallen off, whilst 
raw materials for these have risen from 32,300 kilogs. in 1893, to 
100,800 kilogs. in 1894. 

The following table shows the share of the various countries in 
the import trade of Argentina in manufactured articles :— 


| 
piece | 1894. 1893. | 1892. 1894. 1893. 1892. 
| 
| Thousand Pesos Gold Per Cent. 
England - - | 13,560 | 14,507 , 18,222] 52-4 52°2 59°5 
Germany - -| 8,260] 3,201 38,444] 12-6 11°5 11°2 
France - - - 2,985 3,117 2,532 11°5 11°2 8°3 
Belgium - - - | 1,954 2,579 2,043 7°6 9°3 6°7 
United States - - | 735 1,273 956 2°8 4°6 3°1 
Italy - 1,882 1,634 1,638 71 5°9 5:4 
Spain - - | 74 155 | 247 0°3 0°5 
Uruguay - - - | 602 587 1,143 = ¢ 
Other Countries -| 862) 760 392 O°? 4°8 5 
Total - - | 25,864 | 27,813 | 30,617 | 100 100 100 
i 


The value of the imports has steadily fallen in the three years 
under comparison, and with the exception of Italy each country 
shows a decrease, except that in 1893 the imports from the United 
States were greater than in 1892; but not only did this increase 
entirely disappear in 1894, but the figures for that year are 
considerably below those for 1892. On the other hand, the total 
weight of the imports in 1894 shows an increase over that in 
1893, the figures for 1893 being about 10 per cent. less than in 
1892. 

The importation of the more valuable articles was greater in 
1893 than in the past year, a fact which is shown in the statistics 
by the higher average value per ton of the imports from all 
countries except Italy and the United States. The articles which 
have principally contributed to this increase are those of pure 
silk and wool. The chief countries which export these, namely, 
England, Germany, and France, show the largest increases in 
this respect ; the increase for France, which sends about two- 
thirds of the total silk imports, being about twice as great as 
those of its two competitors. 

The growth of the importation of cheaper articles, apparent in 
the statistics of imports in 1894 from England, Germany, and 
France, is the cause of the falling off already remarked in the 
value of this group of the imports in spite of the not insignificant 
increase in the quantity. Figures which have already been 
published as to portions of the year 1895 indicate that this decrease 
of value and increase of volume is further accentuated, 
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IX.—IMMIGRATION AND COLONISATION IN 
PERU.* 


Few countries have passed as many laws on immigration and 
colonisation as has Peru, and yet the one object of them all, 
viz., white immigration, has never been wholly attained. 

Badly seconded by the majority of immigration agents, whose 
aim was generally to enrich themselves at the expense of 
the immigrants and of the Treasury, and the Government 
itself, chiefly by reason of its internal troubles, not being in a 
position to grant sufficient protection to immigrants on their 
arrival in its territories, Peru has found herself compelled to issue 
special laws in favour of colonisation and immigration. It is 
doubtless a very rich country ; it possesses immense tracts of land 
which can be successfully cultivated, and large metalliferous 
deposits which can be profitably exploited ; but under the present 
unstable order of affairs, and with the Government not offering the 
necessary guarantees, foreigy capital will not be found to open up 
its wealth. 

The climate of Peru is on the whole a good one. On the 
coast it is temperate and the rainfall slight, except in the 
northern parts; in the mountainous district, where rain falls 
abundantly at the commencement of the year, the high table-lands 
are cool and the valleys temperate; while in the eastern part of 
the country, or real tropical zone, the heat is regular and the 
rainfall heavy. Lima, the capital (population 100,000), enjoys 
a most agreeable climate. At La Merced, a district of the 
Chanchamayo valley in the department of Junin—one of the most 
fertile regions of Peru from an agricultural point of view—the mean 
temperature is 23° C. 

From 1850 to 1876, during which period Peru was continually 
occupied with the question of immigration and colonisation, the 
results, as far as Europeans are concerned, were as follows :— About 
1,000 immigrants landed during the three years 1850-53 ; 3,000 
in the period 1872-76. These figures do not include 600 
Germans, who arrived in two parties, one in 1857, the other in 
1868, forming the colony of Pozuzo, the only flourishing 
European colony actually existing at present in Peru. 

According to official returns, the above constitutes the entire 
white immigration into Peru for the space of the 26 years 
referred to. 

Chinese immigration, or, to put it more accurately, the Chinese 
Treaty, lasted 25 years, from 1849 to 1874, the year in which the 
last batch of coolies arrived. During this time it is estimated 
that from 80,000 to 100,000 Chinese entered Peruvian territory, 
and in the opinion of many people, this Chinese immigration has 
done much for Peru. It has solved the question of domestic service, 
filled the valleys and the farms of the coast with an industrious 


* From a Report of M. J. Welters, Consul-General Chargé d’ Affaires for Belgium 
in Chili, Peru, and Bolivia, 
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population, carried an industrial initiative into the most distant 
parts of the mountainous and even of the tropical region, introduced 
several minor industries, and reduced the price of everything all 
round. In 1874 a treaty, known as the Treaty of Tientsin, was 
concluded between Peru and China, which is still in force, and 
regulates, amongst other questions, that of Chinese immigration. 
Negroes are scattered throughout Peru, but their laziness, 
dishonesty, and the facility with which they give themselves up to 
all kinds of disorderly conduct, especially since the emancipation, 
render them a very difficult class of workers to manage. The 
earliest negro slaves were brought in 1529, the latest during 
the first quarter of the century; but slavery was finally abolished 


in 1855. 
The law of 1849 was the first immigration law worthy of the 


name, It granted a bounty of 30 sols (sol = 2s.) per immigrant 
to every immigration agent, the colonists to be between the ages 
of 10 and 40, and in batches of not less than 50 atatime. These 
colonists were exempted from military duty and taxes for a period 
of 10 years. 

This law, not having brought about the desired results, was 
abrogated in 18538. 

A sufficient knowledge was not first obtained as to the habits, 
morality, and fitness of the emigrants. The latter, according to 
an Official Report of 1853, either died in large numbers during 
the voyage, or else gave way to acts of insubordination, which had 
abad ending. These results of a forced and defective system have 
been the cause of the complete disappearance of European immi- 

tion. The report added that between February 26, 1850, and 
July 5, 1853, 3,932 colonists arrived, composed of 2,516 Chinese, 
320 Irish, and 1,096 Germans, which had cost the Peruvian 
Treasury altogether 117,960 sols (11,796/.) in bounties alone. 

Since 1853 several immigration laws have been promulgated, 
but none have met with any success on the chief point desired in 
Peru, namely, the advent of Europeans. 

At present immigration and colonisation are regulated by a 
law passed in October 1893. 

Peru has need principally of agriculturists and miners, but 
there are two reasons which may be urged against the advisability 
of European working men seeking to improve their position by 
coming to this country. In the first place, the Peruvian working 
man, having very few needa, receives a very small wage, and, under 
these conditions, it is difficult, if not impossible, to give foreigners 
wages much higher than the natives. Another reason is that the 
work of the fields and mines having been always carried out exclu- 
sively by negroes, mulattoes, Chinese, and Indians, the white 
working man would not find himself amid surroundings to which 
he could easily become accustomed. 

This would not be the case when it is a question of starting 
new enterprises, in which the white element stands alone 
or predominates largely. Under this heading would come the 
German colony at Pozuzo, situated in the department of Junim, 
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at the junction of the rivers Pozuzo and Huancabamba, and 
formed by the banding together of a certain number of families 
of the same nationality for the purpose of devoting themselves to 
agriculture. Such a system constitutes real colonisation, and not 
the simple working together of men of different races in enter- 
prises already started. At a level of about 800 metres above the 
sea, it extends along the banks of the above-named rivers for 
about 17 kiloms., producing under excellent conditions coffee, 
tobacco, cocoa, rice, vanilla, sarsaparilla, indigo, quinine, various 
fruits and vegetables, and, above all, cotton and the sugar-cane ; 
in spite of a mean temperature of about 31° C., the climate is 
said to be healthy. 

When Peru shall have recovered from the effects of late struggles 
and finally embarked on a period of peace, it is stated that those 
working men and artizans who have special knowledge of a trade 
may find good openings for the exercise of it. Reference is more 
especially made to stone-cutters, sugar-workers, cooks, coopers, 
masons, carpenters, machinists, &c. Master workmen, establishing 
themselves on their own account, might probably do good business, 
A good master carpenter, for example, might find plenty to do in 
Lima, Arequipa, and other towns; but a man setting up on his 
own account should have a reserve of at least 200 to 300 sols (20/. 
to 30/.) for preliminary expenses, With 3,000 sols (300/.) a small 
farm can be established. 

With reference to the law of 1893 cited above, it will be seen 
that it affords protection rather to those who arrive with the 
determination of staying as farmers—in a word, it is rather a 
colonisation than an immigration law. 

Article IIT. states that immigrants have the right—1. To be 
lodged and kept at the expense of the Government for the first 
seven days after their arrival. 2. To the free entry of all their 
personal property and clothes, one gun, farm implements, and the 
tools of their trade in the proportion fixed by Government. 

Article IV. states that colonists, besides those advantages 
named in Art. IIL, have the right to—l. A free third-class 
passage on the vessel which brings them to Peru, 2. A certain 
number of acres of land which the Government shall allot them. 
3. Free conveyance from the port of disembarkation to the ground 
allotted them. 4. Free maintenance at Government expense for 
three months at the colony. 5. Exemption from taxes of all 
kinds for five years. 6. One free grant of such tools and farm 
implements as the Government may think fit. 

Simple immigrants who are not intending colonists must have, 
therefore, money enough to live on till they shall have found 
occupation. 

In conclusion, the Belgian Consul says that carpenters and 
cabinet-makers can earn 6 sols (12s.) per day, and masons 4 to 
5 sols (8s. to 10s.). Engineers, often wanted on farms, can earn 
about 150 sols (15/.) per month. A foreign workman can live in 
Peru on1-20 sol (nearly 2s. 5d.) per day ; but after a certain time, 
when he has come to know the country Letter, he will find 80 
centavos (about Js, 7d.) per day sufficient. 


| 

4 
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X—JAPANESE COMPETITION WITH THE 
BOMBAY COTTON INDUSTRY.* 


To Bombay merchants the most important feature of the present 
industrial development of Japan is undoubtedly the progress being 
made in cotton manufacture. Notwithstanding the natural 
dislocation of trade resulting from the perturbed political atmo- 
sphere, the cotton-spinning companies of Japan realised very 
encouraging results during the first half of the present year, the 
earnings in some cases being as high as 15 per cent. This 
favourable return is attributed to the increased price of yarns 
owing to speculative purchases in view of the revival of trade 
after the war, the gradual rise in the price of raw cotton, and 
the diminished cost of coal. The returns recently received show 
that the total number of spindles was only a single unit short of 
five lakhs and 19 thousand, or rather more than one-fifth of the 
nominal number for the entire Bombay Presidency. The average 
period during which the mills were working in the month was 
27 days, and the average time the mills were kept open per diem 
was 224 hours. The Far Eastern mills resemble those of British 
India in the class of work manufactured, which do not come into 
competition with the high counts of Lancashire. The total 
number of hands employed was 9,068 men and 28,494 women—a 
disproportion which should be carefully noted in Bombay, and 
which is to be accounted for by the fact that, while the average 
rate of pay for the male operative is 18°05 cents, that of the women 
is 9°83 cents. 

New mills are being erected in Japan, and there are not 
wanting indications of similar enterprises being undertaken in 
China when circumstances are favourable. Whether Chinese or 
Japanese capital is employed in the erection of these mills, it is 
guite certain that their working will largely, if not entirely, be 
superintended by the Japanese. The Chinese is a very steady- 
going and industrious workman, but he has no head for the 
organisation of a large industry, and would be utterly at a loss in 
managing a mill. He will, therefore, call in the aid of his Eastern 
neighbvur, and the mills will be worked under Japanese supervision, 
but with Chinese labour—a combination ensuring very cheap 
production, against which the Bombay mill-owner will find it 
hard to compete. To the cotton merchants in India the outlook 
is less serious, as there are not many parts of China where the 
soil is adapted for cotton growing excepting of a very coarse kind, 
and in Japan the area available for cultivation is necessarily 
mainly absorbed in the production of rice and other food-stuffs, to 
meet the demands of a growing population. It may, therefore, be 


* From an article in the “ Bombay Gazette.” 
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safely assumed that the Far East will continue to indent largely 
on India for its supplies of raw cotton unless Japan is reached by k 
the American markets on equally good terms, 4 
This being so, it is rather disquieting to learn that a line of 
steamers is shortly to be established to run between Khobe and 
Yokohama and Mexico, connecting with the ‘Tehuantepec railroad, 
. and thus with the Gulf or Cotton States. The line will be worked 
under the auspices of the Osaka Cotton-Spinning Association for 
the express purpose of bringing the raw material direct from 
America, and it is stated that definite promises have been obtained 
of a subsidy from the Japanese Government. Besides cotton, 
it is expected that iron will be brought from a mine in the . i 

northern part of Mexico, which, on the authority of an analysis 
made by an English firm, is said to contain ore of superior ! 
quality. It is believed that paying return cargoes to Central 
America of Japanese staples will be forthcoming after the line f 
| 


has been in working order for some time, but the main object in 
view appears to be the direct importation of cotton. It is clear, 
therefore, that the prospects of the Bombay cotton trade with the 
Far East are the reverse of cheering, and it behoves the local | 
merchants to give very earnest attention to the situation, with a view | 
to seeing how far it is possible to legitimately counteract the i 
existing tendency. Another threatened industry in which | 
Bombay is interested, inasmuch as it is financed in that Presidency, 
is the export of Persian opium to Formosa, to supply the wants of | 
the Chinese inhabitants, who number about two millions. The 
importation of opium to Japan is strictly forbidden, and the 
Mikado’s Government have, after careful consideration, decided 
that the prohibition shall also apply to the recently acquired 
island of Formosa, on the ground that the Japanese on the island 
might adopt the opium habit. The result of this interdiction will 
be the cessation of a trade financed in Bombay, the total vaiue of 
which is considerable. 


4 
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XI—THE FOREST WEALTH OF CANADA.* 


The natural resources of Canada are her forests, her farms, her 
fisheries, and her minerals. 

In Canada, in the various industries depending for their 
existence upon the supply of wood, there is an invested capital not 
far from 100 million dollars, and an annual wage list of over 
30 million dollars, with an output, valued at over 110 million 
dollars. 

In addition there are the railways, which are dependent on the 
wood supply for railway ties and dimension timber, and in whose 
freights the lumber carried figures as nearly one-fifth of the total 
freight carried; the canals, of whose freights the products of the 
forest constitute two-fifths of the total freight carried; the mines, 
which require wood for shoring purposes; the ships which, them- 
selves made of wood, find in the exports of the forest the materials 
for the full cargo, without which freight and rates on goods 
carried must be higher, nearly one-quarter of the exports of home 
production being products of the forest; the leather industry, 
which depends upon nature’s supply of tannin secreted in the bark 
of trees; the lucifer match industries; those varied industries 
which depend in part upon wood, such as agricultural implements, 
edged tools, &c. ; and the practically new industry of pulp making, 
which within 10 years has sprung up into an industry with nearly 
three million dollars of invested capital and over one million 
dollars of annual output. 

The value of forest products consumed per capita may be 
estimated approximately. The value of forest products, cal- 
culated from the census returns of 1891, was 80,071,415 dols. 
For the fiscal year 1890-91 the imports of wood articles amounted 
to 3,132,516 dols., while for the same period the exports were 
27,707,547 dols., leaving for consumption in Canada 55,996,384 
dols., or a value of 15°59 dols. a head. With respect to 
the quantity used the census returns show an aggregate of 
2,045,073,072 cubic feet as the total cut of the year. About 
30 per cent. of this is exported, leaving 1,431,551,150 cubic feet 
for the annual home consumption. This is equal to 296°2 cubic 
feet per head of the population. The chief of the Forestry 
division of the United States department of Agriculture, estimates 
that the per capita consumption of the United States is about 350 
cubic feet annually. 

The ownership of Canadian forests is for the most part vested 
in the Provincial Governments, including the provinces of Ontario, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, and British Columbia, which grant 
licences to the lumbermen. 

In the province of Manitoba, in the territories and in the 
Railway Belt of British Columbia (40 miles wide by 500 miles 


* From a report in the statisfical year book of Canada for 1894, 
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long), the Dominion Government, filling the place of the provincial 
governments, owns the Crown lands and their forests. 

In Nova Scotia there is no system of timber licences, the trees 
being sold with the land, and not much timbered Crown lands 
remaining. This is also the case with Prince Edward Island. 

In the settled portions of the provinces the woodlands are in the 
hands of private owners, but contain comparatively little that can 
be classed as forest, though the census returns indicate that about 
one-third of the occupied land is in woodland and pasture, possibly 
leaving one-fourth for woodland. 

In the United States, notwithstanding the length of time during 
which attention has been directed to forestry, an exact census of 
forest area in existence has never been made. The area covered 
with wood growth is less than 500,000,000 acres. If all the Jand 
area, not known to be treeless or in farms, were under forest, the 
acreage would not exceed 850,000,000, but the lower figare is 
probably more nearly correct. 

The same statement may be made respecting Canada. From 

some persons there are affirmations that there is not more than 
ten years’ supply. From others there are declarations that the 
supply in the forests is sufficient to last 100 years, possibly 200 
years, 
" The Assistant Commissioner of Crown Lands of Ontario points 
out that “ while the department could give the area of the unsold 
** Jands of the Crown, all of which are covered, to a greater or 
“ Jess extent, with various kinds of timber, as this is a wooded 
“ province, it is quite an impossibility to estimate the quantities 
“ of timber upon the 90 million acres representing that unsold 
“ area.” 

The forest wealth of the country is very great. The forests 
formerly extended in an almost unbroken stretch from the 
Atlantic Ocean to the head of Lake Superior, a distance of 2,000 
miles. The great plains of the North-West have always, within 
the memory of man, been sparsely timbered, but on the Pacific 
slopes of the Rocky Mountains down to the shores of the ocean 
there are mammoth trees that can compare favourably with the 
growth of any region on the globe. From the earliest days of its 
occupation by the French the forest wealth of the country washed 
by the St. Lawrence engaged the attention of the Government of 
France, who saw therein vast resources available for their naval 
yards, They drew from these forests large numbers of masts and 
spars, and issued: stringent regulations for the preservation of 
the standing oak. When the country was ceded to Great 
Britain but little attention was paid at first to its vast timber 
supply, owing to the fact that almost the whole of the Baltic 
trade was carried in British bottoms, and that the timber of 
Europe provided an unfailing and convenient return freight for 
the shipping thus engaged. When, however, the troubles of the 
Napoleonic era commenced, and especially when the continental 
blockade was enforced, the timber supplies of the Baltic becoming 
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uncertain and insufficient, attention was directed to the North 
American colonies, with the result of increasing the quantity of 
timber which reached Great Britain from 2,600 tons in 1800 to 
125,300 tons in 1810, and to 308,000 tons in 1820. 

The following figures will show the development of the trade 
for the last four years :— 


Tons. 
1891. Exported to the United Kingdom ~- 1,051,091 
1892. - 1,406,350 
‘ - 1,255,778 


A noticeable feature in the returns is the steady decline in the 
quantity of square timber exported to England and the increasing 
quantity of sawn or manufactured wood. The decrease in hewn 
umber sent from Canada in 1894 compared with 1893 was 39:3 
per cent., and the increase in sawn lumber for the same year was 
4°3 per cent. This is in favour of the Canadian forests, as timber 
in the square involves great waste, and the débris left in the 
forest increases the danger from fires. 

The products of the forest and manufactures from them supply 
a large proportion of the exports of Canada. In 1894 the value 
of forest products exported was 28,173,813 dols., as against 
28,212,552 in 1893. 

The chief customers for these exports are the United Kingdom 
and the United States. 

The value of the exports of forest products to the United 
Kingdom in 1894 was 12,332,726 dols., as compared with 
14,606,759 dols. in 1893. The United States took timber in 
1894 to the value of 13,903,586 dols. (17,426,462 dols. in 1893). 

A marked feature of the export to the United States is the 
great increase in the number of pine saw-logs taken from Canada. 

In the fiseal year 1893, according to the Trade and Navigation 
Returns, these logs amounted to 127,000,000 feet, B.M., of the 
value of 1,056,355 dols., and in 1894 to 277,947,000 feet, of the 
value of 2,359,951 dols. 

The wood-pulp industry with a rapid growth has attained large 
proportions. By the census of 1891 the product of pulp-wood 
was 261,155 cords, but as it was then recorded for the first time 
there can be no comparison with the previous decades. Pulp- 
mills did not appear in the census of 1871; by that of 1881 the 
invested capital amounted to 92,000 dols., the wages to 15,720 dols., 
and the product to 63,300 dols.; by the census of 1891 the 
invested capital had increased to 2,900,907 dols., the wages to 
292,099 dols., and the value of the product to 1,057,810 dols. 

There has been a correspondingly large increase in the exports 
of wood for pulp. The article did not appear in the Customs returns 
of 1889. In 1890 its export was valued at 80,005 dols.; in 1891 
at 188,198 dols.; in 1892 at 219,548 dols.; in 1893 at 386,092 
dols.; and in 1894 at 393,260 dols. The export of wood-pulp 
also made great strides, amounting in 1890 (its first appearance 


Jan, 1896.} THE FOREST WKALTH OF CANADA. 41 


in the returns) to 168,180 dols.; in 1891 to 208,619 dols. ; in 
1892 to 355,303 dols.; in 1393 to 455,893 dols.; and in 1894 to 
547,217 dols. 

Three things are necessary to the successful development of the 
manufacture of pulp—suitable wood, extensive water power, and 
cheap labour. All the elements indispensable to the success of 
pulp manufacture are to be found in Canada, besides particular 
additional advantages. The immense forests of coniferous trees 
contain a practically inexhaustible supply of the different kinds of 
wood required in this line of manufacture. They are, moreover, 
of a superior quality and very much sought after by the manu- 
facturers of the United States, as is seen in the yearly increasing 
demand. With regard to quality and quantity, Canada is as well 
situated as Norway and Sweden, if not better. 

Ifthe price obtained in England is taken as a criterion, Canadian 
wood produces better pulp than that of Norway and Sweden, for 
in 1893 Canadian pulp was sold in England at an average of 
24:80 dols. a ton, as against 20°77 dols. for the Scandinavian 


product. 


| 
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XIL—AUSTRALASIAN STATISTICS FOR 1894.* 


From the usual tables of statistics for the seven colonies lately 
issued by the Victorian Statistical Department, the following 
information is taken :— 

The first table shows the population, debt, revenue, and 
expenditure of each of the colonies. In population there is 
shown an increase of 85,462 souls, as compared with the estimate 
at the end of 1893 for the whole of the colonies. An increase 
in the total amount of public debts for the colonies to the extent 
of 3,168,229/. may be ncted as a small accession of indebtedness 
compared with recent years. The aggregate revenues of the 
whole of the colonies was less in 1894 than in 1893 by about 
300,0002, and the expenditure decreased to the extent of 
1,500,000/, so that the year’s deficit has been reduced from 
1,839,000/. in 1893 to 588,0002. 


Estimated | Public Debt | 


Population —— on the Public Public 
on 3lst Dec.| 31st Dec. | Revenue. | Expenditure. 
1894. | 1894. | 
£ | 
Victoria - -| 1,179,103 46,804,382 6,716,814 | 7,310,246 
New South Wales -| 1,251,450 56,451,369 | 9,300,711 | 9,178,706 
Queensland 445,155 30,639,534 3,358,302 3,291,528 
South Australia - - 347,720 22.306.500 2,496,544 2,526,787 
Northern Territory - 4,682 ih Lk: | 62,872 120,783 
Western Australia ~ 82,072 3,417,339 | 863,680 755,564 
Tasmania - - 157,456 7,779,145 | 696,795 789,805 
New Zealand ah a 686,126 | 40,386,964 4,288,716 | 4,398,930 
Total - -| 4,153,764 | 207,785,283 27,784,434 | 28,872,349 
| 


The second table refers to the rate per head of population of 
public revenue, taxation, expenditure, and debt. Many persons 
are quite unaware of the fact which this table discloses, namely, 
that in taxation, both direct and indirect, and in public indebted- 
ness, the colony of Victoria shows the lowest rate per head of all 
the colonies, with the single exception that indirect taxation in 
Tasmania is Jess per head than in Victoria. 


Per Head of the Population. 


Colony. | Taxation. 

| Expenditure. Debt. 

Victoria - - - § 14 5 $3 6 6 4 6 39 13 11 
New South Wales - - 710 4 23 6 | 7 8 4 45 2 2 
Queensland - [a | 68 16 7 
South Australia - - 749 | 241; 7 6 ay 63 6 0 

Northern Territory - 23s 7 | 7 411 | 2 4 5f! 

Western Australia - 1112 4 8.1 8s 8 | 
Tasmania - - 49 4 eis i180 86 1 
New Zealand - 6 6 3 58 17 3 
Total Australasia = - 615 3 211 2 618 1 50 0 6 


* “ Australasian Trade Review,” 
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In the next table details are given of values of imports and 
exports for each of the colonies. A reference to the figures 
shows that the imports of the seven colonies have fallen 
from 53,258,007/. in 1893 to 48,817,685/. in 1894, a decrease of 
roughly 4,440,0007. Exports have also fallen off from 65,754,126/. 
in 1893 to 62,900,055/. in 1894, namely, a decline to the amount 
of 2,850,0002 The value of imports per head of population fell 
from 13/. 4s. 6d. in 1893 to 111 17s. 7d. in 1894, and that of 
exports from 16/. 6s, 7d. in 1893 to 151. 6s, 1d. in 1894. 


Imports, 1894. Exports, 1894. 


Colony. | | 

Total Per Head of | Total Per Head of 

| Value | Population. Value. | Population. 
Victoria - - - | 12,470,599 | 10 12 4 14,026,546 1118 10 
New South Wales - -| 15,801,941 | 1215 5 20,577,673 1612 7 
Queensland -| 4,337,400 917 9 8,795,559 | 20 1 0 
South Australia = -| 6,226,690 18 1 1 | 7,801,774 21 3 6 
Northern Territory - 98,945 § 2013 3 | 227,009 47 8 1 
Western Australia -| 2,114,414 28 8 9 1,251,406 | 1616 7 
Tasmania - - - 979,676 | 6 5 8 1,489,041 911 O 
New Zealand - - - 6,788,020 | 9 19 11 9,231,047 13 11 10 


aa - | 48,817,685 | 1117 7 | 62,900,055 15 6 1 
| 


1894 was 9,800,954 acres, which shows a fair increase from 
9,670,131 acres in 1893. Wheat produced gives a decrease from 
42,034,000 bushels in 1893-4 to 37,306,000 bushels in 1894-5. 
Cattle increased from 12,555,000 in 1893 to 13,301,425 in 1894, 
and sheep also increased from 119,247,000 to 121,171,000. 


Total Land Gross 
Colony. under Produce of 
Cultivation. _ Wheat. Cattle. Sheep. 
— 
| Acres Bushels 
Victoria - -| 2,980,299 | 11,445,878 | 1,833,900 13,180,943 
New South Wales - -/| 1,669,999 | 7,041,978 2,465,411 56,977,270 
Queensland - - | 284,552 | 545,185 | 7,012,997 | 19,587,691 
South Australia = - -| 2,758,304 | 13,618,062 423,602 | 7,267,642 
Northern Territory - _ | _ 237,229 | 67,552 
Western Australia =| 145,877 170,401 187,214 | 2,132,311 
Tasmania - - -| 575,286 872,000 177,038 | 1,727,200 
New Zealand - - 1,886,637 3,613,037 964,034 | 20,236,829 


Total - - -| 9,800,954 37,306,541 | 13,301,425 121,171,438 


{ 


| i 

| 

‘The last table shows that the total land under cultivation in 
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XIIIL—THE SHIPPING TRADE OF NEW 


SOUTH WALES.* 
The records of the shipping trade of New,South Wales, although 


carefully kept by the various governors, are not available prior to 
the year 1822, the earlier registers relating to the colony’s 
statistics having disappeared. There are in existence, however, 
numerous manuscript returns which record the shipping trade of 
the earlier years, and these will doubtless be published at some 
future date. 


The rate of increase has been fairly constant, though checked 
occasionally by the occurrence of bad seasons or the failure of 
prices in the European markets. The following table shows the 
quantity and tonnage of shipping arriving and departing from 
New South Wales during the year 1890, and for the four 
succeeding years 


Entered. | Cleared. 
Year. 
Number. | Tonnage. | Number. Tonnage. 
‘ | 
| 
1890 . 2889 | 2,413,247 2,777 2,348,625 
1891 3,021 2,821,898 3,100 2,872,338 
1892 2,960 2,804,549 | 3,067 2,842,635 
1893 | 2,914 2,590,371 | 2,916 2,602,957 
1894 3,272 2,859,968 3,291 2,878,586 
| | 


The trade of the colony is, to a very large extent, carried on 
under the British flag, the deep-sea trade being in the hands of 
shipowners of the United Kingdom, and the coasting trade in 
local hands. There has, however, been a notable increase in 
foreign shipping since 1881. In 1870, the British shipping 
entered and cleared amounted to 1,333,410 tons, while in 1894 it 
was 5,191,971 tons, showing an increase of 3,858,561 tons. The 
foreign shipping amounted to 128,352 tons in 1870, and 546,583 
tons in 1894, being an increase of 418,231 tons. 

The advent of the French line of Messageries Maritimes. in 
1883, and of two lines of German steamships some four years 
later, has tended to increase the amount of the foreign trade of 
the colony ; but, nevertheless, the tonnage under the British fiag 
in 1894 was 90°5 per cent. of the whole. The annexed table 
shows the respective amounts of British and foreign tonnage for 
the last five years :— 


Year. British. | Foreign. Total. 
Tons. Tons. ‘Tons. 
1890 4,156,963 | 604,909 4,761,872 
1891 4,902,607 j 791,629 5,694,236 
1892 4,977,850 669,334 5,647,184 
1893 4,704,300 | 489,028 5,193,328 
1894 | 5,191,971 | 546,583 5,738,554 


" * Based on a Statistical Report by Mr. T. A. Coghlan, Government Statistician. 
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Of the tonnage set down as British, the larger portion is 
owned or registered in the colonies. In 1870, out of 1,333,410 
tons of shipping entered and cleared under the British flag, 
964,718 tons, or 72°3 per cent., were Australasian ; in 1880, out 
of 2,259,924 tons entered and cleared, 1,499,236 tons, or 66°3 per 
cent., represented colonial shipping; while in 1594 the colonial 
shipping amounted to 3,056,260 tons, out of a total of 5,191,971 
tons, or 58°9 per cent. 

Compared with the figures just given, the tonnage of the 
' foreign vessels trading with New South Wales will appear small. 
Taking the year 1894, for which the inward and outward tonnage 
for the principal nationalities are given below, France stands 
first, then Germany, then America. Scandinavia is the only 
other nation whose carrying trade with the colony is important. 


Tonnage. 

France - - - - 180,698 
Germany - - - 157,029 
U.S. America - - - 138,963 
Sweden and Norway - - 83,819 
Italy - - - 9,605 
Other nations - - - 26,469 
Total - - 546,583 


As might be expected from the fact that over one-fourth of 
the tonnage which arrived in the Colony in 1894 was in ballast, 
as against nearly one-thirty-seventh of the clearances, the average 
value of freights outward was higher than those inward. Thus 
the average value of the goods imported by sea was 4d. 18s. per 
ton, while that of the goods exported was 5/. 6s. 8d., or 8°8 
per cent. higher. If, however, allowance be made for shipping 
in ballast, the mean value of the exports was only 6/. 1s. 6d., 
or 21:9 per cent. lower than the imports, which averaged 
71. 15s, 6d, per ton. New South Wales exports have, generally 
speaking, a high value per ton, and the fact that, when vessels 
entering and leaving in ballast are excluded, they have a lower 
average value than the imports is due to the large amount of 
coal exported, the quantity for 1894 having been 2,125,125 tons 
weight, equivalent to 1,442,506 tons measurement, out of a total 
of 2,878,586. 


Of the tonnage engaged in the outward trade of the Colony, 
13°5 per cent. went to the United Kingdom, though in value, the 
exports were 51°8 per cent. of the total. The experts by sea 
to Victoria and the other Australasian colonies amounted to 
54:1 per cent. of the whole, while in value they reached only 
19°6 per cent. As regards the other British possessions, the 
tonnage of vessels carrying goods from New South Wales to 
their ports amounted to 6°3 per cent. ot the whole, but the value 
only reached 2°6 per cent. In the case of foreign countries, the 
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tonnage in 1894 amounted to 26:1 per cent, and the value to 
26 per cent. 

The progress of the shipping trade of Sydney has been very 
uniform, the increase from the year 1860 being at an average 
rate of about 6 per cent. per annum. The vessels registered as 
entering the port of Sydney considerably exceed in tonnage 
those clearing: To account for this difference it is only necessary 
to state that vessels leaving Sydney for Newcastle for the purpose 
of shipping coal are reckoned as departures from Newcastle, and 
not-from Sydney. For this reason the clearances of Newcastle 
uniformly exceed the arrivals, as will be noticed in the subsequent 
table. The practice of clearing vessels at both ports at one time 
obtained, but has been abandoned for many years, and vessels 
are now cleared at the port which they last leave. The following 
statement show's the shipping entered and cleared at both Sydney 
and Newcastle for the last five years :— 


| 

Sydney. Newcastle. 
Year. | 

| Entered. | Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

1890 1,644,589 1,356,632 625,398 842,180 
1891 1,934,556 1,535,306 704,306 1,140,536 
1892 1,896,677 1,594,108 729,167 1,024,318 
1893 1,902,265 1,585,857 | 524,844 842,363 
1894 1,959,435 1,612,179 | 721,931 1,035,930 


No other seaport of the Colony can be compared with either 
Sydney or Newcastle, though for some time Wollongong has 
maintained a trade of some consequence, especially in coal ; and 
of late years the importance of Eden, Twofold Bay, has increased. 
In 1894 the vessels which entered Wollongong direct from places 
outside the Colony were all in ballast, and totalled 59,107 tons; 
while at Eden the shipping inwards amounted to 27,126 tons 
and landed goods to the value of 618/. The shipping outwards 
from Wollongong had an aggregate tonnage of 91,451, and from 
Eden 46,225, the value of the export trade at these two ports 
being respectively 56,917/. and 15,8191. 


The years 1883 and 1884 were marked by great activity in the 
construction of both sailing and steam vessels, 50 sailing and 52 
steam vessels having been built in 1883, whilst 39 sailing. vessels 
and 64 steamers were built in the subsequent year. Trade then 
became less active, and the industry showed a tendency to die 
out. In 1888 it had fallen lower than in any of the preceding 
years, and there has been little improvement since, the tonnage 
of sailing vessels built during 1894 being only 466, and of steamers 
463, in all 929. The number of vessels built in each of the last 
five years was :—- 
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Sailing Vessels. | Steamers. Total. 
Year. 

No. | Tons. | No. | Tons. | Vessels. ‘Tonnage. 

| | | | | 
| | | 

1890 - 9 | 6 697 | 15 | 1,091 
1891 27 573 | 13 767} 40 1,340 
1892 27 782 37 1,099 
1893 11 563 7 | 236 18 799 
1894 6 | 466 | 8 463 14 929 


| 


No reliable data have, so far, been procurable as to the number 
and tonnage of vessels built abroad for the New South Wales 
local trade, but the number must be considerable, and such vessels 
form an import of large value, altogether lost sight of in the 
Customs returns. Some idea, however, of the iarge number 
imported may be gathered from the registration of the tonnage 
of other than New South Wales built vessels, which for the past 
10 years has averaged 4,794 tons sailing and 3,735 tons steam per 
annum. 

The accommodation provided, both by the Government and by 
private enterprise, for the fitting and repairing of ships is equal to 
the requirements of the trade of the Colony. At Sydney there 
are three graving docks, five floating docks, and three patent slips. 
At Newcastle there are two patent slips, besides which there are 
other docking and building yards in different parts of the Colony 
for the convenience of coasters and small craft. 

For natural facilities for shipping Sydney stands unrivalled. 
The water deepens abruptly from tle shores, so that the largest 
vessels may be berthed alongside the wharves and quays. 

The coast of New South Wales is well provided with light- 
houses, the number at the end of 1894 being 23, besides which 
there were 17 leading lights and light-ships for the safety of 
harbour navigation. The cost of erecting the lighthouses was 
199,467/., in addition to which a sum of 32,106/. was spent on 
lanterns, making a total expenditure of 231,573/. on construction 
and equipment. The South Solitary Island lighthouse cost the 
largest sum to construct, namely, 31,259, exclusive of the 
amount paid for the lanterns. The Macquarie revolving light, on 
the South Head of Port Jackson, is one of the most powerful 
lights in the world, and is visible 25 miles at sea. 
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XIV.—_NEW TARIFF BILL OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


A despatch, dated 27th December last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Sir Julian Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Washington, transmitting copy of the text 
of the Tariff Bill, entitled “A Bill to temporarily increase 
“ revenue to meet the expenses of Government and provide 
“ against a deficiency,” which passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives on 26th December last. The Bill imposes an additional 
duty on almost all articles of import now dutiable, with the 
exception of sugar; certain classes of wools, now on the free 
list, are assessed with a duty equal to 60 per cent. of that imposed 
by the McKinley Tariff Act; and woollen goods are assessed 
with an additional duty of 60 per cent. of the McKinley rate 
over and above the ad valorem duty now levied upon them. 

The text of the Bill referred to is as follows :— 

‘* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this Act, and until August 1, 1898, 
there shall be levied, collected, and paid on all imported wools 
of classes 1 and 2, as defined in the Act herein-after cited, 
approved October 1, 1890, and subject to all the conditions and 
limitations thereof, and on all hair of the camel, goat, alpaca, and 
other like animals, except as herein-after provided, and on all 
noils, shoddy, garnetted waste, top waste, slubbing waste, roving 
waste, ring waste, yarn waste, and all other wastes composed 
wholly or in part of wool, and on woollen rags, mungo, and 
flocks, a duty equivalent to 60 per centum of the duty imposed 
on each of such articles by an Act entitled ‘ An Act to reduce 
‘ the revenue and equalise duties on imports, and for other 
« purposes,” approved October 1, 1890, and subject to all the 
conditions and limitations of said Act; and on all wools and 
Russian camel’s hair of class 3, as defined in said Act approved 
October 1, 1890, and subject to all the conditions and limitations 
thereof, there shall be levied, collected, and paid the several duties 
provided by such Act approved October 1, 1890. And para- 

ph 279 of Schedule K, and also paragraph 685 in the free list 
of an Act entitled ‘ An Act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue 
for the Government, and for other purposes, which became a 
law August 27, 1894, are hereby suspended until August 1, 
1898. 

“ Sec. 2. That from and after the passage of this Act, and until 
August 1, 1898, there shall be levied, collected, and paid on all 
imported articles made in whole or in part of wool, worsted, or 
other materials described in section 1 of this Act, except as 
herein-after provided, 60 per centam of the specitic pound or 
square-yard duty imposed on each of such articles by an Act 
entitled ‘An Act to reduce the revenue and equalise duties on 
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imports, and for other purposes,’ approved October 1, 1890, and i 
subject to all the conditions and limitations thereof, in addition to 
the ad valorem duty now imposed on each of such articles by an 
Act entitled ‘ An Act to reduce taxation, to provide revenue for 
the Government, and for other purposes,’ which became a law 
August 27, 1894; and or carpets, druggets, bockings, mats, rugs, 
screens, covers, hassocks, bedsides, art squares, and other portions 
of carpets or carpeting, made in whole or in part of wool, the 
specific square-yard duty imposed on each of such articles by said 
Act approved October 1, 1890, and subject to all the conditions 
and limitations thereof, in addition to the ad valorem duty 
imposed on such articles by said Act which became a law 
August 27, 1894. 

“Sec. 3. That froma nd after the passage of this Act, and until 
August 1, 1898, there shall be levied, collected, and paid on all 
imported lumber and other articles designated in paragraphs 
674 to 683, inclusive, of an Act entitled ‘An Act to reduce 
‘ taxation, to provide revenue for the Government, and for other 
‘ purposes,’ which became a law August 27, 1894, a duty 
equivalent to 60 per centum of the duty imposed on each of such 
articles by an Act entitled ‘An Act to reduce the revenue and 
equalise duties on imports, and for other purposes,’ approved 
October 1, 1890, and subject to all the conditions and limita- 
tions of said last-named Act; but pulp wood shall be classed as 
round unmanufactured timber exempt from duty: Provided, that 
in case any foreign country shall impose an export duty upon 
pine, spruce, elm, or other logs, or upon stave bolts, shingle 
wood, pulp wood, or heading blocks exported to the United 
States from such country, then the duty upon the lumber and 
other articles mentioned in said paragraphs 674 to 683, inclusive, 
when imported from such country, shall be the same as fixed by 
the law in force prior to October 1, 1890. } 

“Sec. 4. That on and after the passage of this Act, and until 
August. 1, 1898, there shall be levied, collected, and paid on all 
the imported articles mentioned in Schedules A, B, C, D, F, G, 
H, I, J, L, M, and N of an Act entitled ‘An Act to reduce 
* taxation, to provide revenue for the Government, and for other 
‘ purposes, which became a Jaw August 27, 1894, a duty 
equivalent to 15 per centum of the duty imposed on each of said 
articles by existing law in addition to the duty provided by said 
Act of August 27, 1894: Provided, that the additional duties 
imposed by this section shal] not in any case increase the rate of 
duty on any article beyond the rate imposed thereon by the said 
Act of October 1, 1890, but in such case the duty shall be the 
same as was imposed by said Act: And provided further, That 
where the present rate of duty on any article is higher than was 
fixed by said last-named Act, the rate of duty thereon shall not 
be further increased by this section, but shall remain as provided 
by existing law.” 
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XV.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF NEW ZEALAND. 


By the Customs and Excise Duties Act of 18th October 1895, 
the Customs tariff of New Zealand has been revised, the duties in 
many cases being altered. 

The following is a table of the duties now in force, including 
the modifications introduced under the above law :—- 


Table of Duties. 


Note.—The headings of the respective classes in this Table and 
in the Table of Exemptions are used solely for convenience of 
classification, and are not in any way to affect the articles specified 
therein, or be construed to indicate the material of which any 
such article is made. 

The word “ iron” includes steel, or steel and iron combined. 

Neither steam engines, nor parts of steam engines, nor steam 
boilers (land or marine), are included in the expression “ machines ” 
or “ machinery ” in either this Table or the Table of Exemptions. 


| 


No. Articles. | Rates of Duty. 


Crass I.—Foops anp Articies ror Human 
ConsuMPTION. 
1 Almonds, in the shell - - - - | Per lb. 0 2 
2 | Almonds, shelled, n.o.e. - - - ”» 0 3 
3 | Baeon and hams - - - - Oo 2 
4 | Biscuits, ships’, plain and unsweetened - | Per ewt. 3.0 
5 | Biscuits, other kinds - - - - | Per Ib. 0 2 
6 | Boiled sugars, comfits, lozenges, Scotch mixtures, | 
| and sugar candy, including internal packages - a 0 2 
*7 | Candied peel and drained peel - - - | > 0 3 
8 | Capers, carraway seeds, catsup, cayenne pepper, | 
chillies, chutney, curry-powder and paste, fish- 
paste, gelatine, isinglass, liquorice, olives - | 20 °/, ad val. 
9 | Checolate, confectionery, and all preparations of | 
chocolate or cocoa 
In plain trade packages - -: - Per lb. 0 3 
In fancy packages, or in small packages for 
retail sale - - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
10 | Confectionery n.o.e., including internal packages Per Ib. 0 2 
11 | Fish, dried, pickled, or salted, n.o.c. - - | Per ewt. 10 0 
{ Perlb., or package 
of that reputed 
| weight, and so 
12 | Fish, potted and preserved - - “4 in _ proportion 
for packages of 
greater or less 
13 | Fruit, fresh, viz. :— | reputed weight 0 2 
Apples, pears, plums, cherries, peaches, nec- 
tarines, medlars, apricots, quinces, tomatoes- Per lb. 
(No duty exceeding 4d. per Ib. to be levied on 
apples and pears from 14th July to 31st | 
December. ) 
Currants, raspberries, gooseberries, black- | 
berries, and strawberries - - ~ 0 Oo} 
Lemons - - - 


{ 
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No. | Articles, Rates of Duty. 
| Crass I1.—Foops anp ARTICLES FOR HUMAN 

ConsumPTIOoN—cont. 

14 | Fruits, dried - - | Per lb. 0 2 

15 | Fruits, preserved in juice or syrup - is 25 °/, ad val. 

16 | Fruit-pulp, and partially preserved fruit, n.o.e. ~ | Per lb. 0 14 

| Fruits preserved by acid - | n | 

19 Honey - - - 


| pi sO 
20 | Jams, jellies, marmalade, and preserves + proportion 
for packages of 


| greater or less 
| Yeputed weight 0 2 
21 | Jellies concentrated in tablets or powder - | Per lb. 0 4 
22 Maizena and cornflour - - - - | ” 0 ok 
23 | Meats, potted or preserved - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
24 Milk, preserved - - 25 °/, ad val. 
25 | Mustard - - - - Per lb. 0 2 
26 | Nuts of all kinds, except cocoanuts - - | 0 2 
| Per or package 
| | of that reputed 
| | weight, and so 
27 Oysters, preserved - - - | in proportion 
_ for packages of 
| | greater or less 
| U reputed weight 0 2 
28 Pear! barley - - Per ewt. 1 0 
29 | Peas, split - - ~ * 20 
30 | Pickles - Per Imp. gallon 3 0 
31 Provisions n.0o.e. - - - | 20 °/, ad val. 
32 Rice and rice-flour - - | | Per ewt. 6 0 
33 Rice, undressed and douseed in bond - - ” 40 
34 Salt, except rock-salt - - - - | Per ton 10 0 
35 | Sardines, marae the oil - - - | Per lb. 0 2 
36 Sauces - - - Per Imp. gallon 4 0 
37 | Spices, including pepper and pimento, unground | Per Ib. Oo 2 
38 Spices, including pepper and pimento, ground - 0 4 
39 Sugar - - 0 
40 | Treacle and molasses - - - ” 0 05 
41 Vegetables, fresh, dried, or preserved - - | 20 °/,, ad val. 
42 | Vinegar, table, not exceeding 6°5 gee cent. of | 
acidity* - - - ou Per gallon 0 6 
| 
Crass II.—Toxacco. 
43 | Cigarettes, not exceeding ia wg 23 Ib. per 
1000 - - - Per 1,000 
And for all weight in excess of 23 Ib. sand | 
1,000 - - - | Per oz. 0 6 
44 | Cigars - - | Per lb, 7 0 
45 | Snuff - - 7 0 
46 Tobacco - 3 6 
47 | Tobacco, unmanufaetured, entered to be 
| tured in the Colony, in any licensed tobacco | 
manufactory, for manufacturing purposes only, | 
| into tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, or snuff 20 
* Vinegar exceeding 6°5 per cent. of acidity to be treated as acetic acid. 
D 2 
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Articles. 


Rates of Duty. 


55 
56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


70 


Crass II].—Atcono1ic BEVERAGES, AND 
MatTerIALs FOR MakinG Same. 


Ale, beer of all sorts, porter, cider, and perry, 
the gallon, or for six reputed quart bottles, or 
12 reputed pint bottles - - - 

Wordials, bitters, and liqueurs - 

Hops - - 

Malt - - - - - 

Rice malt - - - 

Solid wort - = 

Spirits and strong waters, the strength of which 
can be ascertained by Sykes’ hydrometer - 

(No allowance beyond 16°5 under proof 
shall be made for spirits or strong waters of a 
less hydrometer strength than 16°5 under 
proof.) 

Spirits and strong waters, sweetened or mixed, 


Spirits and strong waters in cases shall be 
charged as follows, namely :— 

Two gallops and under, as two gallons; 
over two gallons and not exceeding three, 
as three gallons; over three gallons and not 
exceeding four, as four gallons; and so on for 
any greater quantity contained in any case. 

Spirits or strong waters, mixed with ingredients 
in any proportion exceeding 33 per cent. of 
proof spirit, and although thereby coming 
under any other designation, excepting patent 
or proprietary medicines, or tinctures and 
medicinal spirits otherwise enumerated . 

Wine, Australian, containing not more than 
85 per cent. of proof spirit ‘verified by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, the gallon, or for six reputed 
quart bottles, or 12 reputed pint bottles 

Wine, other than sparkling and Australian, con- 
taining less than 40 per cent. of proof spirit 
verified by Sykes’ hydrometer, the gallon, or 
for six reputed quart nes or - reputed 
pint bottles - - 

Wine, sparkling - 


Crass 1V.—Non-Atconoric BEVERAGES, AND 
MATERIALS FOR MAKING SaMeE. 
Aérated and mineral waters and effervescing 

beverages - - - - 
Chicory - - - - 
Chocolate - - - - 
| Cocoa - - 
| Coffee, essence of - 


| Coffee,raw - - - - - | 


Coffee, roasted 

Syrups, lime- or lemon- ‘Subce, sweetened, rasp- 
berry vinegar - - 

Tea - - - - 


Crass V.—Drves, MEpicines, CHEMICALS, AND 
Drveaists’ SUNDRIES. 
Acid, acetic, n.o.e., containing not more than 
30 per cent. of acidity - 
For every additional 10 per mt. of aciity 
or fraction thereof - 


when not exceeding the strength of proof = - | 


Per gallon 2 
Per liquid gallon 16 
Per lb. 0 
Per bushel 2 
Per lb. 0 

0 


Per proof gallon 16 


Per liquid gallon 16 


20 °/, ad val. 
Per lb. 


» 


coco. 


” 20 ad val. 
Per Ib. 


oo’ 


25 °/, ad val. 
Per lb. 


oO 


3 
3 
3 
2 
5 


|_| 
Xo. | | 
48 
49 | 
50 | 
51 | 
52 | 
53 
54 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 16 0 
| | 
| Per gallon 5 0 
| - 
| 6 0 
= i 9 0 
| | 
| 61 | 
| 
| 62 
63 
64 
q 65 
q 66 
67 | 
q 68 | 
| | . 
| | 
| |» 
| 
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No. 


Articles. 


Rates of Duty. 


89 


90 


Crass V.—Druves, Mepicines, CHEMICALS, AND 
Drueaists’ 


| Acid, tartaric - - - 


Boking- -powder, yeast preparations, and other 
ferments 
Chemicals _n.0.e., including photographie 
chemicals and glacial acetic acid - 
Cream of tartar - - 
Drugs and druggists’ onthien and apothecaries’ 
Essences, flavouring, spirituous, until Ist of 
February 1896 
Essences, flavouring, spirituous, after 1st of 


February - - 
Essences, flavouring, n.o.e. == 
Eucalyptus oil, in bulk or bottle - - 
Glycerine, refined - - 
Opium = - - 
Patent medicines - - 


Proprietary medicines, or medicaments (1) 
bearing the name of the proprietor on label or 
package; (2) bearing a prefixed name in the 
possessive case; (3) n.0.e., yas by any 
occult secret or art - 

Saccharine, except in the tien of tabloids or 


Sarsaparilla - - 
Soda, carbonate and Slembennto ~ - 
Soda, crystals - - 


Tinctures and medicinal spirits of any recognised 
pharmacopeia, containing more than 50 per 
cent. of proof spirit - - 

Tinctures and medicinal spirits of any recognised 
pharmacopeia, containing less than 5) per 
cent. of proof spirit - - - 


Crass anp TextILeE Goons. 

Apparel and ready-made clothing, and all articles 
n.0.e., made up wholly or in part from textile or 
other’ piece goods - 

Apparel made by British or foreign tailors, dress-, 
mantle-, or jacket-makers, to the order of 
residents in the Colony, and intended for the 
individual use of such residents, whether 
imported by the residents themselves or through 
an importing firm - 

Blankets - - - 

Collars and cuffs, of paper or other material = - 

Jotton counterpanes 

Cotton piece-goods, to includes turkey twills, 
dress prints (hardspun and plain-woven), where 
the invoice value does not exceed 4d. the york 
and cotton piece-goods n.o.e. 

Cotton piece-goods, namely, tapestry, cretonnes ; $ 
ehintz, art crépe, and serges; velveteens, 
velvets, and plushes, all kinds; damasks, 
moquette, sateens, linenettes, crepons, crimps, 
zephyrs, ginghams, turkey  twills, prints, 
printed cottons, piques, vestings, quiltings and 
marcelles, muslins of all kinds, nets, window- 
nets Hollands, curtains and blinds, diapers, ticks 
including coloured Belgian, towellings, laces - 


s. d. 
Per lb. 


20 °/, ad val. 


2) °/, ad _ 
Per lb. 


20 °/, ad val. 
15 °/, ad val. 


Per liquid gallon 16 0 
° 


40 °/, ad val. 


40 °/, ad val. 


Per oz. 1 
°/, ad val. 
Per cwt. 1 
20 
Per lb. 1 0 
” 0 6 


25 °/, ad val. 


40 ‘lo ad val. 
20°), ad val. 
25 °/, ad vat. 
20 °/, ad val. 


10 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 


(To be continued.) 
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| 
| 
42 
73 
. 
75 
qs | 20 °/, ad val. 
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XVI—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Tariff Classifications. 


Note.—Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Russian Pound = 902 Ib. 
avoirdupois. Rouble (Gold)=3s. 2d. 


Despatches, dated 27th November and 17th December last, 
have been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. W. E. Goschen, 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of Embassy at St. Petersburg, stating 
that by a recent order of the Department of Customs the follow- 
ing classification of goods has been notified :— 

1. Parts of machines and apparatus liable to duty jointly with 
machines, shall be recognised as imported with the latter, though 
cocks, injectors, oil-cups, whistles, mono and other meters, pipes, 
and belting of various materials may be packed separately, and 
if it shall be certified by an expert that these articles are 
immediately adjusted for mutual connection with the separate 
parts of the machines and constitute a necessary and an essential 
portion of the machines themselves. 


2. Ground wine stone to be cleared under section 112 (duty, 
R. 1:50, gold, per poud gross). 

3. The accidental presence of an inconsiderable quantity (not 
exceeding 2 per cent.) of woollen rags in ordinary rags shall not 
make the whole parcel dutiable as woollen rags. Such article, 
with the small admixture of woollen rags above mentioned, shall 
be admitted free of duty under section 176, letter a, point 1. In 
each case, however, the Board of Customs shall determine whether 
the rags are dutiable or otherwise. 


4. Pineapples in juice, in hermetically closed tin cases, and 
containing a larger quantity of sugar than the ripe fruit in its 
natural state, and other improving condiments, to be cleared 
under section 24, point 1. (Duty, R. 9°60, gold, per poud.) 

Watch fittings of every kind, not put together, to be cleared 
under section 171, point 6. Duty, 50 copecks gold per 
Russian pound. 

Cotton tissues, bleached and raw, with designs or stripes 
executed by the introduction of a few additional coloured silken 
threads, to be cleared under corresponding points of section 187, 
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with an addition of 50 per cent., in accordance with Note 2 to 
sections 187 and 188. Duty from 35 copecks ‘gold per pound 
to R. 1:35, gold, plus 50 per cent. 

Musical boxes, playing one, two, three, or more tunes, wound 
by a key or not wound by the hand, to be cleared under section 
172, point 4, notwithstanding that in form or dimension they 
may be meant merely for the amusement of children. Duty, 
10 copecks gold per Russian pound, weight of cases included. 

Mercery articles made of copper, copper alloys, cast-iron, 
iron, steel, tin, lead, and zinc, gilt or silvered, but without 
admixture of other metals, to be cleared under section 149, point 
3. Duty from 65 copecks, gold, plus 30 per cent. to R. 1:30, 
gold, plus 30 per cent. per Russian pound, 


Russta—RouMANIA. 
The Navigation of the Pruth, 


A despatch, dated December 2 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. E. Goschen, Her Majesty’s Secretary 
-of Embassy at St. Petersburg, enclosing translation of the text 
(taken from the “ Journal de St. Petersbourg”) of a Convention 
concluded between Russia, Austria-Hungary and Roumania on 
March 2, 1895, containing certain modifications of the stipulations 
of December 15, 1866, with regard to the navigation of the 
Pruth. 

The above text may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


SWEDEN. 
Tariff Changes, 


With reference to a note on pp. 426-27 of the “ Beard of 
Trade Journal” for April 1895, a despatch has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir Spenser St. John, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Stockholm, enclosing copy and translation of the 
Decree referred to in the above notice, from which it appears that 
the increased rates of duties on cement, copper wire, electric 
cables, and electric lamps were not to come into force till the 
1st January 1896, and that the articles on which the higher rates 


were to come into force on the 4th April last were the follow- 
ing 
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Articles, Weight. Amount. 
Bread : 
Finer small breads, biscuits, cakes, ginger- 
breads, and several snch sorts which 
cannot be classed under confectionery, 
the weight of their inmost coverings ore. 
included - - . - | Per 1 kilo. 30 
Grain:— 
Of corn. V. corn. Kroner 6re. 
Of rice and rice-meal ~ oy >| » 100 kilos. 6 50 
Other sorts - 1 kilo. 17 
Flour: — 
Of corn. V. corn. 
Of arrowroot and other vegetables which 
cannot be classed under corn nor be 
referred to as medicines - oe 100 kilos. 6 50 
Rice, unshelled or paddy 100 ,, 3 70 
Rice, grain or flour. V. grain. 
Corn :-- 
Unground : — 
(a.) Rye, wheat, corn, maize, with peas 
and beans - - - -| » 100 ,, 3 70 
(b.) Outs and vetch Free. 
(c.) Malt, also crushed - - a = 100 kilos. 5 00 
(d.) Other sorts not specified—-ground - | _,, 100 ,, 3 70 
Flour and grain of all sorts - > ee 100 ,, 50 
BELGIUM. 
Tariff Modifications. 


A despatch, dated 30th December last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, inclosing extract from the “ Moniteur Belge” 
of the 29th December last, from which it appears that by Royal 
Decree the following articles of the Belgian Customs tariff have 
been transferred from the category of “ Mercerie ” and “ Quin- 
caillerie” to that of “ Produits divers pour l’industrie,” and will 
pay a duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem, viz. :—Mountings for fans, 
and metal-work in small pieces, spangles, &c., used in the making 
of dress ornaments. 

“Le Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” states, that 
by virtue of three decrees of the 9th November last the following 
articles are transferred from the category of Mercerie et Quin- 
caillerie and classed as Produits divers pour Industrie, and pay a 
duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem, viz. :— 

1. Cork wheels for glass polishing. 2. Capsules of tin lead, or 
of tin and lead alloy, tor the fastening of bottles, pots, or other 
recipients. 3. Metal accessories (buckles, hooks, sliding rings of 
umbrellas, and hooks, little chains, handles, angle tips, little 
ornaments, &c.) for fixing on saddlery, trunks, and portmanteaux, 
or similar travelling objects. 
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FRANCE. 
Tariff Decisions. 


The following tariff decisions have recently been published by 
the French “ Direction Générale des Douanes ” :— 

French colonial sugars exported from the colonies to the 
mother-country are entitled to an allowance for waste (in manu- 
facture) equivalent to the average of the excess yield obtained by 
the home manufacturers during the preceding sugir year. This 
average having been 21°73 per cent. during the season 1894-95, 
an allowance for waste of 21°73 per cent. will be granted to 
French colonial sugars exported from the colonies to the mother- 
country from 1st September 1895 to 31st August 1896. 

The construction bounty of the law of 30th Jauuary 1893 
cannot be granted for ships constructed by private fir us for the 
State or for public departments. 

A duty of 50 centimes per ton on Algerian phosphates of lime 
is levied at the time of exportation. 


SWITZERLAND. 


Duty on Raisins. 


According to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce,” the 
Federal Council on the 3rd December last arrived at the following 
decision with regard to the duty on raisins, to co:ne into force | 
immediately :— 

The note to 398a of the Swiss Customs Tariff is suppressed, 
and replaced by the following— 

Note to 396.—Currants and raisins in the bunch, not of table 
quality, as well as all raisins (except Malaga raisins) the 
packing of which does not comply with the regulations of 398a, 
must pay the duty of 20 francs, according to No. 396, and are 
additionally liable to a monopoly tax of 4,20 frs. per quintal. 

Note to 398a,—Malaga raisins, however packed, pay 3 francs 
per quintal, the same as all other sorts of raisins, not denominated 
under No. 396, provided that these latter be imported in boxes 
or drums of a gross weight not exceeding 5 kilogs. 


PoRTUGAL. 


Decree concerning the Importation of Foreign Grain. 


The “ Bolletino di Notizie Commerciali” publishes the f llowing 
decree of 14th November last, taken from the official ** Diario do 
Governo ” :— 

Art. 1, The decree, bearing the dates of 26th September 1893 
and 12th February 1895, remains in force till 31st July 1896, 
with modifications specified in the following articles :— 

Art. 2. The importation of foreign grain, as authorised by this 

decree, is fixed for the current agricultural year at 140,000,000 
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kilogs., 135,000,000 of which are for bread and 5,000,000 for 
alimentary pastes. 

Art. 3. The amount of grain to be distributed among the 
factories, windmills, and water mills, eniered on the register, 
will be regulated according to tables attached to this decree. 

Art. 4, The import duty on foreign grain is fixed at 20 reis 
per kilog., without any additional duty whatsoever. 

Art. 5, In addition to the amount referred to in Article 2 
above, the military bakeries are authorised to clear as much as 
1,000,000 kilogs. through the Customs for the manufacture of 
bread for the army up to 3lst July 1896. 


PortTuGaAL—WEst AFRICAN PoOssEsSIONS. 
Regulations for Facilitating Trade. 


The Portuguese “ Diario do Governo” for the 20th of Novem- 
ber publishes two Royal decrees, by which trade in the Portuguese 
Possessions of Western Africa is facilitated. The former of these 
decrees further extends, in the colonies of Cape Verde, Guinea, 
San Thomé and Principe, Ambriz, as well as Loanda with Benguella 
and Mossamedos, tle exemptions from tonnage dues granted to 
certain categories of ships. These dues are no longer levied 
on :— 

a. Warships of any nationality. 

b. Pleasure boats, the property of legally formed and recognised 
companier. 

e. Trading vessels, which by close contracts, or by international 
agreements and special legislation, are freed from the payment of 
the said dues. 

d. Portuguese and foreign ships, exclusively employed in 
fisheries, sloops, undecked vessels of any size, coasting vessels 
under 20 tons. 

e. Vessels entering, not for trade, but under stress of weather. 

f. Vessels that enter and clear in ballast, and vessels entering 
with cargo that clear in ballast, in order to be repaired in another 
port, even though it be a foreign port, and thence to return to 
reload their cargo. 

g. Ships which only enter to renew their provisions, such as 
steamers to take in coal ; and ships of all kinds :— 

h. If they enter and leave without loading or discharging 
cargo, or if, after loading or discharging, they are considered 
unseaworthy and are destined to be broken up. 

z. If they merely bring shipwrecked persons, prisoners, or such 
persons at the request of the Consul or other officials. 

j. If they enter the port merely in order to take goods from 
ships that have been obliged by stress of weather or other causes 
to discharge them. 

k. If they are only carrying bullion or specie. 

In the colony of Cape Verde, moreover, release from tonnage 
dues continues to be granted to ships which only take in or dis- 
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charge stall packages, even when these are liable to duty, 
provided such packages from any one vessel shall not exceed 
10 chm. in bulk, and also such ships as take on or put off not 
more than four passengers each, 

The second decree ordains that in the colony of Cape Verde a 
ship shall for the future no longer be considered as trading at a 
ort if it only renews its supply of food or other necessaries of 
ife for the use of those on board, or carries on small barter 
which does not exceed 50,000 reis, or takes on board or lands 
travellers, In such cases the limit of the duty payable to the 
Custom-house officers shall be 1,000 reis (in accordance with 
No. 2 of Table II. in the Customs tariff of April 16, 1892), 
instead, as has hitherto been the case, of 9,000 reis (in accordance 
with No. 1 of the said table). 


Sparn—CuBa. 


[Regulations for Goods shipped to Cuba 


A despatch, dated 16th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing copy and translation of a Reyal 
Order, published in the Official Gazette of the 9th December last, 
stating the requirements which must hereafter be observed in 
the designation of goods sent to Cuba. The measure is stated 
to have been rendered necessary to prevent fraud caused by 
uncertainty of the terms employed in ships’ manifests. 

The translation of the above Royal Order, which is addressed 
to the Governor-General of the island of Cuba, is as follows :— 

In view of an official communication received from the 
Intendencia General de Hacienda of that island, No. 2,358 of 
20th October last, in which he informs me of an order he had 
issued with the ohject of preventing the concealment of goods 
subject to the highest duties, by vaguely entering their class and 
kind in the manifest. 

In view of numbers 3 and 5 of Article 40 of the Customs 
ordinances in force: 

Considering that, for the convenience of the public and for the 
legitimate interests of the Treasury, the order of the Intendencia 
is based on valid grounds, inasmuch as the vagueness employed 
in the manifests in the designation of goods has given rise to 
great abuse—verification being rendered difficult and fraud being 
facilitated ; taking into consideration, at the same time, the mode 
of procedure observed in cases 3 and 5 of Article 40 of the 
Ordinances in force : 

Considering, in effect, that in these cases and in said precepts 
it is prescribed that the manifests should indicate the class and 
kind of the goods, that packages containing yarns, tissues, 
alcohols, cinnamon, cocoa, opium, tea, hats, and beots and shoes 
should be entered in the manifest separately and not included in 
other packages containing miscellaneous goods, and that should a 
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package contain various goods and any of those mentioned in 
the preceding paragraph, the class and weight of the latter must 
be given in detail in the manifest. 

Considering that these precepts of the Ordinanzes have not 
proved sufficient to prevent confusion in the entering of goods in 
the manifests, owing, no doubt, to a liberal interpretation of the 
same, not in harmony with the spirit with which they were 
framed, and which is that of clearly expressing the class and 
number of the goods, and that packages of the most important 
om with respect to Customs duties should not be mixed with 
others. 

Considering that to prevent misunderstandings in bona fide 
commerce it is necessary to issue instructions of a general 
character to put a stop to this state of affairs, which is the 
source of continual claims and a pretext for the commission of 
fraud, giving expression to the determination of the Intendencia 
in this sense. 

His Majesty the King, and in his name the Queen Regent cf 
the Kingdom, has resolved as follows :— 

1. That goods slril not be designated by names other than 
those employed in the tariff in force. 

2. That the same generic name shall not be employed to 
designate goods appearing in different numbers of the tariff. 

3. That packages containing yarns, tissues, alcohols, cinnamon, 
cocoa, opium, tea, hats, and boots and shoes be declared separately 
in the manifest, and that under no circumstance should any other 
goods be mixed with them in the same package. 

4. That any infringement of the disposition of the two preced- 
ing precepts shall be punished conformably to case 2 of Article 
149 of the Customs Ordinances in force. 

5. That the strictest compliance in every respect of the precepts 
contained in Article 40 and following be observed, under pain of 
the penalties prescribed in the Ordinances. 

6. That the order of the Intendencia of October 18th last 
should be considered as amplified in the sense expressed above, 
the object of which is approved. 


ITALy. 


Importation of Animal Products, 


A report, dated December 10 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Charles A. Payton, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Genoa, transmitting copies and translations of two 
Ordinances recently communicated by the local authorities at 
Genoa concerning the importation of ham, bacon, and other pre- 
served swine-flesh, and that of cattle, sheep, and various animal 
products. It will be observed that in Ordinance No. 11 Great 
Britain is not included in the countries from which the importa- 
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tion of preserved swine-flesh is permitted. The following is the 
text of the translations of the Ordinances referred to:— 


Inland and Maritime Health Ordinance No. 11. 


Art. 1. The prohibition of the importation into the kingdom of 
swine-flesh salted, smoked, or in other way preserved, remains in 
force against all countries except the following : Austria-Hungary, 
the German Emrire, Switzerland, Denmark, France, and the 
United States of America. 

Art. 2. Such flesh arriving from the above-mentioned countries 
will have to be accompanied by a sanitary certificate of origin to 
be issued by the competent local authorities, and to be counter- 
signed by the Italian Consul or consular agent, residing or having 
jurisdiction in the place from which the flesh is sent. 


Maritime Health Ordinance No. 13. 


Art. 1. The prohibition is maintained in force of the importa- 
tion of — 
(a.) Cattle and sheep from the following countries :— 
European and Asiatic Turkey. 
Island of Cyprus. 
Egypt. 
Bombay. 
Russian ports in the Black and Azoff seas. 
Bulgaria. 
Greece. 
Somaliland. 
Zanzibar. 


_ (b.) Cattle from Malta, from whence the importation of sheep 
is permitted, on condition of their being submitted to a medical 
examination at the port of destination, at the expense of the 
parties interested. 

(c.) Swine from European and Asiatic Turkey, from Cyprus, 
Egypt, and the United States of America. 

Art. 2. From all countries against which the prohibition of 
importation of cattle and sheep exists, the introduction into the 
kingdom of salted hides will be forbidden, with the exception 
of the island of Malta. 

Art. 3. With regard to Asiatic Turkey, Somaliland, and 
Zanzibar, the prohibition of importation of untanned hides, 
unwashed wool, bones, horns, hoofs, &c., and of other bovine and 
ovine products, is maintained in force. 

Art. 4, From all other States the introduction into the kingdom 
of cattle and of the above-mentioned products will be permitted, 
on the condition that both the animals and such products be 
accompanied by the sanitary certificate of origin to be issued by 
the competent local authorities, and to be countersigned by the 
{talian Consul, or consular agent having jurisdiction in the 
district from which the animals or products are originally sent. 
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Art. 5. Salted guts and wool, washed or calcined, can be freely 
imported inio the kingdom, whatever may be their place of 
origin 

Classification of “ Locomobile” and “ Locomotive.” 

A despatch, dated December 10th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Francis Clare Ford, Her Majesty’s Am- 
bassador at Rome, enclosing explanation received from the Italian 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the terms “locomobile” and ~ 
“locomotive,” in relation to tariff classification. It would appear 
that a “locomobile” is a steam-engine which cannot be propelled 
along a road by its own steam power, but which has to be dragged 
along by horses, &. ; whilst a “locomotive” is a steam-engine 
which can be propelled along a road (or rails) by means of steam 
power communicated to its wheels from the engine itself. Both 
railway “ locomotives ” and road “ locomotives” are thus comprised 
in asingle categury, and it has been recently decided that ploughing 
machines of the Fowler system are to be assigned to the same 
category as road “ locomotives.” 


Unirep SrarTes. 
Disinfection of Hides. 

A despatch, dated 12th December last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, inclosing copy of a circular issued by the 
Uniied States Treasury Department, containing the following 
reyised regulations for the disinfection of hides :— 

“Representations having been made to this Department that 
the process promulgated in its letter of November 14, 1895, for 
the disinfection of hides of neat cattle intended for shipment to 
the United States, is attended with injury to the hides, the follow- 
ing method, which is intended solely for the protection of cattle 
in this country, and which is suggested by the Department of 
Agriculture, is adopted hereby, and will be required in all cases 
of shipments of such hides, when not dry-salted or arsenic-cured, 
from the countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and South 
America, viz. 

“Dry hides which have been salted or arsenic-cured may be 
accepted as having been disinfected by the process of curing, and 
need not be submitted to any further treatment. Dry hides which 
have not been salted or arsenic-cured should be disinfected. 
Disinfection with sulphur dioxide may be accepted in case a room 
is provided which can be tightly closed, and also in case the 
bundles of hides are undone and each hide suspended separately 
from the ceiling in such a manner that there may be free circula- 
tion of the sulphur fumes, and that all parts of the surface may be 
acted upon. There should be at least 4 lbs. of sulphur burned to 
each 1,000 cubic feet of air space, and the room should be kept 
closed and the hides subjected to the sulphur dioxide for six 
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hours ; or the dry hides may be immersed in a 4 per cent. solution 
of carbolic acid, or a 1 to 1,000 solution of bichloride of mercury, 
until they are thoroughly wet with the disinfectant. Fresh or 
moist hides, whether salted or not, should be disinfected by 
immersion in a 5 per cent. solution of carbolic acid, or a 1 in 1,000 
solution of bichloride of mercury. 

“Tt is further directed that hides of neat cattle, other than dry- 
salted or arsenic-cured, the product of the countries above named, 
will require disinfection as above whenever they shall be shipped 
vid the ports of any other country ; and that hides, other than 
dry-salted or arsenic-cured, the product of any country not named 
above, if transhipped and actually landed at ports in any of the 
countries named, will require disinfection. 

“ Tt should be understood that the regulations herein provided 
do not in any way modify or affect any regulations concerning 


disinfection issued under the quarantine laws of the United 
States.” 


Proposed Duty on Bottles. 

A despatch, dated December 20 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Julian Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Washington, stating that it has been suggested 
to Congress that Customs duties should be imposed in the United 
States on bottles, which are now admitted free. 

It is stated that malt and aérated liquors are largely exported 
to the United States from Belfast in bottles chiefly imported 


from England and Germany, and be recommends that restrictions 
should be imposed on bottles from those two countries. 


BRAZIL. 
Revised Tariff. 


A telegram, dated January 3 last, has been received ait the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Phipps, Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio 
Janeiro, stating that the revised tariff of Brazil doubles all primi- 
tive duties, suppressing 50 and 60 per cent.; additional duties to 
take effect for goods shipped before January 1. Generally this 
raises duties by one-third, but there are certain specific duties 
raised or reduced. Fancy cottons are raised 44 per cent. No 
differential duties on British commerce are recognisable. 


Britisu Inpra, 
Tariff Decisions, 


Information has been received from the India Office with 


reference to the following modifications in the Customs tariff of 
British India :— 


Cotton umbrellas in No, 111 of Schedule IV, cf the Indian 
Tariff Act are to be assessed to duty ad valorem, 
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Detonators should be treated as included in “all other descrip- 
tions” of explosives specified in No. 10 cf Schedule IV., and 
charged duty at 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

The import duty on goods received by foreign parcel post at 
all ports in India, which cannot be delivered in India and are 
re-exported beyond the limits within which they are liable to 
Customs duty, will be refunded. 

The duty on spikes (commonly known as dogspikes) of iron and 
steel, other than the spikes mentioned in No. 93 of Schedule IV. 
of the Indian Tariff Act, is reduced from 5 per cent. to 1 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

All dyed or coloured cotton twist and yarn of count No. 20 and 
lower counts is exempted from the whole of the Customs duty in 
excess of } per cent. leviable thereon on importation into British 
India. 

Machinery (and component parts thereof), as defined in Article 14, 
which is intended for the manufacture of tea in all its stages, 
from the drying of the leaf to its packing for the market inclusive, 
is exempted from the import duty leviable thereon under No. 14 
of Schedule IV. of the Indian tariff. 

“Tron screws pay an import duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem 


under No. 13 of Schedule LV. of the Indian Tariff Act, 1894.” 


New Soutrn WAtEs. 
Modifications in the Customs Tariff. 


A communication has been received from the Agent-General 
for New South Wales stating that a Bill to amend the Customs 
tariff of that colony was introduced into the Legislative Council 
on the 10th of September 1895, and came into force on the Ist 
January last. 

Paragraphs Nos. 4 and 5 of the Bill are as follows :— 

4. Upon all goods specified or mentioned in Schedule A of the 
said “Customs Duties Act of 1892”* which are not specified or 
mentioned in Schedule A of this Act, and which are not specified 
or mentioned in the next following section of this Act, the res- 
pective duties authorised to be levied and collected by the said 
Act of 1892 shall continue to be levied and collected until and in- 
cluding the 31st December 1895, and no longer. And upon all 
goods liable under the said Act of 1892 to ad valorem duties, such 
duties shall be levied and collected until and including the 
said 31st December 1895 and no longer. And for the purpose 
of levying, collecting, and enforcing payment of all duties 
mentioned and referred to in this section, the provisions of the said 
Act of 1892 shall be applied, notwithstanding anything contained 
in the last preceding section of this Act. 

5. The duties authorised to be levied and collected by the 
“Customs Duties Act of 1892,”’* upon butter (which shall, 


* A full statement of the duties under this Act was published in the Board of 
Trade Journal for February 1893. See pp. 186 et seq. 
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however, be levied at the rate of one penny: pe er pound only), 
cement, plaster, and hydraulic lime, cheese, bacon, and ham, 
chicory, dandelion and taraxicum, roasted, ground, or mixed with 
any other article, chocolate, plain or mixed with any other article, 
chocolate creams, cornflour and maizena, cocoa, prepared, paste, 
or mixed with any other article, coffee, roasted, ground, or mixed 
with any other article (except coffee essence), fish, dried, preserved, 
or salt, iron, galvanised, in bars, sheet, or corrugated, galvanised 
wire netting, milk, condensed of. preserved, sporting powder, 
shot, rice, salt, timber, dressed and. undressed, doors, sashes, and 
shutters, respectively, shall continue to be levied and collected 
under the said Act until and inclusive of the 30th June 1896. 
And for the purpose of levying, collecting, and enforcing payment © 
of all duties mentioned in this section, the provisions of the said 
Act of 1892 shall be applied, notwithstanding anything contained 
in the second section of this Act. 

The modifications introduced in the tariff are incorporated in 
the following schedule :— 


SCHEDULE A. 
Permanent Tariff. 


Article. Amount of Duty. 


Spirits.—On all kinds of spirits and ecmpounts 
imported, and not otherwise enumerated Per proof gall. 14 0 
No allowance beyond 16-5 shall be made for the ender 
pate of any spirit of a less strength than 16-5 under 
TOO! 
7 Case spirits.—Contents of two, three, four, or five 
gallons shall be charged— 
Two gallous and under as two gallons. 
Over two gallons and not exceeding three, as 
three gallons. 
Over three gallons and not exceeding four, as 
four gallons. 
Over four gallons and not exceeding five, as five 
gallons. 
Bitters, essences, fluid extracts, sarsaparilla, tmetures, 
medicines, infusions, and toilet preparations contain- 
ing— 


Not more than 25 per cent. of proof spirit - - | Per gallon 3 6 
Not more than 50 per cent. of proof spirit - - a 7 0 
Not more than 75 per cent. of proof spirit - - pe 10 6 
If containing more than 75 per cent. of proof spirit Be 14 0 
If containing spirit over proof, * be charged as . 
spirituous compounds - - - | Per pgoot gall. 14 0 
Methylated spirit Per gallon 0 1 
Perfumed spirits, perfumed waters, Florida water, end 
bayrum - Per liquid gall.20 0 
Wines, ailing. 6 repute quarts or 1: reputed 
pints - 10 
Other kinds - Per gallon 5 0 
Other kinds.--For 6 reputed _quarts or 12 _reputed 
pints - 5 0 
Beer, ale, porter, spruce, or ‘other beer, cider and perry— 
In wood or jar - - - | Per gallon 0 6 
In bottle ” 0 9 
For 6 reputed quarts or 12 ae pints - - a 0 9 
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Article. Amount of Duty. 
Tobacéo.—Delivered from ship’s side or a Customs 
bond for home ired, unmanufac- 
F tured, and snuff Per lb. 3.0 
i Unmanufactured, entered to be manofactared in the 
Colony, at the time of removal from a Customs 
bond, or from an importing ship to any licensed 
tobacco manufactory for manufacturing 
only into tobacco, cigars, and - 
Sheepwash - 0 3 
Cigars and cigarettes Gineluding in latter 6 0 
Opium and any preparation thereof 20 0 
i Diminishing Duties. 
| Candles, per lb., or reputed package of that weight, and so 
in proportion for any such vam, lights, 
and stearine 0 
From Ist July 1897 - 0 of 
From ist July 1899 - - - Free. 
F Oil, kerosene, naphtha, and gasoline - - - | Per gallon 0 6 
& From Ist July 1896 - - - - - 8 0 3 
From Ist July 1897 - Free. 
Oils, except linseed oil (raw or boiled), fish and weal oils, : 
black whale, cocoanut, sperm, palm, and essential oils - | Per gallon 0 6 
From Ist July 1896 - - 0 3 
From Ist July - - - Free. 
Sagar, Raw, | and 
Saget, Refined. Solid Glucose, Liquid 
0 ucose. and Syrup. 
5 Per Cwt. Per Cwt. Per Cwt. 
A 6 8 5 0 3 4 
a 5 4 4 0 2-8 From Ist July 1897. 
q 4 0 3 0 2 0 From Ist July 1898. 
c 2 8 2 0 1 4 From Ist July 1899. 
14 1 0 0 8 From Ist July 1900. 
Free Free Free | From Ist July 1901. 
Article. | Amount of Duty. 
d. 
Biscuits - | Per lb. 01 
q From Ist July 1898 - - 0 
4 From Ist July 1900 - Free. 
i Confectionery (including cakes, comnfite, liquorice, liquorice 
paste, lozenges of all kinds, cocoanut in 
4 candy, succades, and sweetmeats) - Per lb. 0 2 
i From Ist July 1898 - - - - aoe 0 1 
q . From Ist Jily 1900 - - Free. 
Fruits, dried, candied, and prunes (auslasive of dates) *- | Per lb. 0 2 
From Ist July 1898 - 4 
4 From Ist July 1900 - Free. 
f Jams and jellies, per lb., or reputed package of that weight, 
4 and so in proportion for apy such megaed a - | Per lb. oj 
From Ist July 1898 0 0} 
From Ist July 1900 Free. 
q Preserves and canned fruits, fruits boiled, peel—deained, or 
dry - Per lb. 
From ist July 1898 - - 0 0} 
From Ist July 1900 - - - - - Free. 
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XVIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Projectep ExuisiTion OF ARTISTIC FURNITURE AT 
WARSAW. 


A despatch, dated December 13 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Henry Grant, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Warsaw, enclosing a letter received from the committee 
of the Warsaw “ Museum of Handicrafts and Decorative Art,” 
stating that an exhibition of artistic furniture is to be opened in 
Warsaw on the lst April next, and enclosing a circular, of which 
the following is a translation :— 

“ The committee of the Museum of Handicrafts and Decorative 
Arts of Warsaw, with: the object of developing industry, and at 
the same time educating the public taste by familiarising it with 
the principal features of articles of the best periods of construction, 
has decided to open, on the 1st April 1896, at Warsaw a special 
exhibition of artistic furniture, to include the 10 following 
sections :— 

. Gothic style. 
. Epoch of the renaissance in Poland and at Dantzig. 
. Italian renaissance. 
French renaissance (Henry II. and Louis XIII.). 
. Style Louis XIV. 
. Style Louis XV. 
. Style Louis XVI. 
. French Directory and Empire. 
. Modern eclectie style. 
. Podhalian style (construction and decoration in wood as 
carried out in the Carpathians). 

“ The success of this undertaking depends on the support given 
to it by manufacturers and the public. The committee feel per- 
suaded that all manufacturers whose goods may be classed in the 
above-named categories, of other countries as well as of our own, 
as well as amateurs having in their collections articles of these 
different epochs, will be willing to give their support by exhibit- 
ing, not only complete sets of furniture, but also accessory objects 
of art, such as draperies and other ornaments connected with the 
said furniture. 

* As far as foreign exhibitors are more particularly concerned, 
the committee begs to inform them— 

“ 1, That the Warsaw Museum hopes to be able to arrange that 
articles sent for the museum from abroad shall be admitted into 
Russia free of duty. ; 

“ 2. That the apace necessary for the exhibition of their goods 
is offered gratis to foreign exhibitors. 

* 3. That as far as artistic furniture is concerned, the towns 
of Warsaw and Lodz, with a collective population of 700,000 
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inhabitants in two great centres of commerce and industry, must 
be considered as important places of trade, where the furniture 
industry is yet but little developed. The foreign manufacturer 
has, therefore, every inducement to send specimens of his goods, 
with albums, catalogues, and price lists. 

« 4, That the Warsaw Museum will make a certain number of 
purchases as models for its collections, which will afterwards serve 


as a permanent advertisement for those firms who exhibited the 


8. 

“ 5. That the Warsaw Museum will defray the expenses of 
carriage of articles for exhibition from the station of Thorn (Rail- 
way of Western Prussia) to Warsaw. 

* Anyone who intends to take part in the exhibition is begged 
to forward to the ‘ Musée des Metiers et Arts Decoratits, 66, 
Rue Faubourg de Cracovie, Warsaw,’ a declaration specifying 
the articles available for exhibition, and adding, where possible, 
drawings or photographs, with dimensions and approximate weights 
of the various articles. 

«“ The committee will then make a selection of articles most in 
harmony with the general plan of the projected exhibition, and 
will forward the necessary instructions for their despatch.” 

The circular is signed by the president of the museum, the 
president of the committee, and the general secretary. 

Mr. Grant, in his covering letter, states that it would be a 
good opportunity for English manufacturers of high-class furni- 
ture to make themselves known in Poland, and, in his opinion, 
they would probably find many customers in that country, owing 
to the indifferent workmanship of the native manufacturers and 
to the exorbitant prices they charge for anything that requires 
skilled labour. 


IMPORTATION OF SHODDY INTO SWEDEN, 


A despatch, dated December 11 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Spenser St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Stockholm, stating that the Swedish Government has acceded 
to the representations made to it for a modification of the existing 
regulations with regard to the sanitary certificates hitherto re- 
quired cn the importation of shoddy, and enclosing a copy and 
translation of the decree which has just been issued, in accordance 
with which these certificates will nu longer be required on the 
importation of dyed shoddy. 

he reason why an exception has been made with regard to 
uncoloured shoddy is that, in the process of manufacture dyed 
shoddy is subjected to so high a temperature as to exclude any 

ibility of the importation of germs of infection ; and, further, 
it is stated that there is considerable difficulty in, distinguishing 
between uncoloured shoddy and what is known in Sweden under 
the name of “]lumpen ”—a kind of rough felt. 


| 
4 
| 
| 


Jan. 1896.) EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETC. REPORTS. 69 


Tue TrapDE oF GERMAN East Arrica FoR 1894. 


A despatch, dated 5th December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. M. Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
Embassy at Berlin, enclosing copy of the last issue of the official 
“ Deutsches Kolonialblatt,” from which it appears that the total 
value of the imports into German East Africa during the year 
1894 amounted to 2,913,317 dols., or 6,198,546 rupees 52 pesas. 
During the year under review the rupee averaged 1°15635 marks, 
so that the imports were valued at 7,167,689 marks 59 pfennigs, 
equal (at M. 20°30 to the pound sterling) to 353,080. 

The value of the exports amounted to 1,982,272 dols., or 
4,217,600 rupees, equal, at the same exchange, to 4,877,021 marks 
76 pfennigs, the equivalent in English money of 240,242/. 

As compared with the statistics of 1893 the imports show an 
increased value of 125,000 dols.; the exports a decrease of 
35,000 dols. 

The “Kolonialblatt” points out that in 1893 the rupee 
averaged 1 mark 30 pfennigs, while in 1894 the average value fell to 
i mark 15 pfennigs. Onconverting, then, the above returns into 
German currency, the 1894 imports show a less value of 545,000 
marks, the 1894 exports a less value of 703,000 marks, as com- 
pared with the German currency value of the previous year's 
returns. 

Taking into consideration last year’s commercial crisis, caused 
by the lccusts plague and consequent famine, the official organ 
does not regard these figures as “ unfavourable.” 

The export of food stuffs, for instance, show a notable falling 
off, that of rice alone showing a decrease of 105,000 dols. On the 
other hand, the value of rice imported was increased by 
148,000 dols. 

The purchasing power of the natives shows a corresponding 
decrease, notably in the falling off of the demand for cotton 

ds. 

The following imports show an increase in 1894 as compared 
with the previous year:—Tools, petroleum, meal, coffee, tea, 
sugar, tobacco, butter, milk, cheese, wine, and beer. 

On the other hand, all cotton goods, soap of all sorts, and gun- 
powder show a considerable decrease, the importation of gun- 
powder having fallen from 94,000 dols. to 476 dols. 

Turning to the exports, the following articles show an increase : 
—Matting (Flechtgraswaaren), raw india-rubber, hippopotamus- 
teeth, rhinoceros horns, timber, cocoa-nuts, sesame, and tobacco. 


SUPPLIES OF CoAL FOR SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 11th December last, has been received from 
the Foreiga Office, enclosing translation of a Royal Decree, 
iy 2 pt in the Madrid Gazette of December 5 last, and worded 
as foliows :— 
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The Minister of Marine is authorised to purchase, without the 
formality of asking for tenders— 

1, Cardiff coal for the use of vessels, for a period of two years, 
in the department of Cadiz, province of Algeciras, and Malaga, 
in conformity with para. 8, Art. VI. of the Royal Decree of 
February 27, 1852. 

2. Spanish coal, for a period of two years, for coastguard vessels, 
workshops, tugs, dredgers, and other purposes, in connection 
with the arsenals, on observance of para. 7 of said article and 


decree. 


New Currency 1n Porto Rico. 

A despatch, dated 10th December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, reporting that a Royal Decree has been 
published in the “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 9th December, 
forbidding the circulation in Porto Rico of Mexican dollars. A 
special coinage will be issued of Spanish dollars, corresponding 
exactly to the five-peseta piece at present in use. At the 
proper time a law will be introduced into the Cortes authorising 
the circulation of this coinage in Spain. 

Gold coins from the national mint, and those which circulate in 
the Spanish dominions from foreign mints, will be a legal tender 
in Porto Rico with a premium of 20 per cent, over its nominal, 
value. 

The foreign coinage at present circulating in Porto Rico will 
be at once called in and melted down for recoinage, and coins 
of the legal currency corresponding to that circulating in the 
Peninsula will be given in exchange, and the necessary amount 
of bronze coinage will also be introduced. 

Mexican dollars will be called in at the rate of 95 per cent. of 
their nominal value, or 95 cents of the new coinage will be given 
for each Mexican dollar. The notes created by the law of 
August 17 will come into use simultaneously with the new coinage 
at its full legal value of one dollar. The exchange will take 
place at various places in the island. fixed by the Governor- 
General, six days after the publication of the decree in the 
island, and it will continue during eight days. During the four 
following days they will be exchanged at the central offices in 
the capital, at the same rate of 95 cents to the dollar, if presented 
in quantities of not less than 120 dollars ; half of the money 
given in exchange will be in the new coinage, and half in the 
notes before mentioned. 

After the periods thus fixed, Mexican dollars will not have 
legal circulation. They will only be admitted at the state caisses, 
at the rate of 55 per cent., for 90 days after the exchange has 
been closed at San Juan de Porto Rico. 

The notes referred to will be redeemed as soon as the necessary 
delay in issuing the new coinage admits of it, It will be carried 
out at the full nominal value of one dollar for each note, and the 
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Government reserve the right of withdrawing the notes from 
circulation, and of giving. silver in exchange immediately after 
giving 10 days’ notice, and the operation shall take place in the 
capital during 15 days. The circulation of the notes is not to 
continue for more than three months from the date on which the 
calling in of Mexican dollars at San Juan de Porto Rico has been 
accomplished, if the. number of Mexican dollars in Porto Rico 
does not exceed 10,000,000. 

The Government will place in circulation in Porto Rico gold 
coinage representing the surplus resulting from the recoinage of 
the Mexican dollar after paying all expenses connected therewith. 
These coins will be issued by the state caisses (cajas de estado) in 
the proportion, and from a date fixed by the Government. 


THe CatTLe anp Trapr or Bererum. 

A despatch, dated December 20 last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing copy of a memorandum of Mr. 
G. R. de Courcy Perry, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Antwerp, on the subject of the cattle and meat trade of Belgium. 
According to this memorandum, in 1880, when the last agri- 
cultural statistics were taken, the number of cattle and sheep in 
Belgium amounted to 1,382,815 and 365,400 head respectively. 

The figures quoted below show the exportation and importation 
of cattle and sheep and of fresh meat during the years 1891 to 
1894 inclusive. 


Cattle. 
1894, 1893. 1892. 1891. 
No. No. | No. No. 
Importation 55,653 1203810 68,607 104,913 
Exportation - 1,184 1,102 3,249 4,781 
Excess of importation 54,469 119,708 55,358 100,132 
over exportation. 
Sheep. 
No. No. No. | No. 
Importation - - 193,395 199,558 190,136 | 204,621 
Exportation - wt led 7 318 8,886 | 7,276 
Excess of importation 193,388 199,240 181,250 | 197,345 
over exportation. 
Fresh Meat. 
Kilogs. Kilogs. Kilogs. Kilogs. 
Importation - - | 21,104,000 12,953,000 27,239,000 | 25,407,000 
Exportation - - - | 19,829,000 | 12,314,000 | 18,325,000 | 17,474,000 
Excess of importation 1,275,000 639,000 8,914,000 | 7,934,000 
over exportation. 
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_The average market prices of the different kinds of meat per 
kilogramme (living weight), were as follows, during the years 
1889 to 1893 inclusive :-— 


1893. 1892, 1891. 1890. 1889. 

| 

| Centimes. | Centimes. | Centimes. | Centimes. | Centimes. 
Bullocks - - - 80 86 89 86 83 
Bulls - ‘ . 71 73 76 70 66 
Cows - - - 71 73 75 68 65 
Calves - - 96 106 100 98 96 
Pigs - - - - 91 94 84 89 85 


The average price of mutton (slaughtered) was 1:23 francs per 
kilogramme in 1893, and 1°40 francs per kilogramme in 1892. 
Besides the fixed Customs duty of 4 centimes per kilogramme 
(living weight) on bullocks, bulls, and steers; of 5 centimes on 
calves that have not yet lost their milk teeth; of 3 centimes for 
cows and heifers; of 2 francs per head for ewes, wethers, and 
rams; and of 1 franc per head for lambs, all animals imported 
from abroad, either by sea or land, must undergo a sanitar 
inspection at the expense of the importer. A regulation which 
came into force on the 30th October last fixes the charge for this 
inspection at 2 francs per head for cattle showing symptoms 
which necessitate a special examination for tuberculosis, and 
1 franc per head for the same animals if in a healthy condition, 
50 centimes for calves of all descriptions under four months of 
age, and 5 centimes per head for sheep. 

No exact information is obtainable respecting the amount of 
fresh meat consumed in Belgium, but it is estimated that about 
500,000 cattle of all kinds are slaughtered in Belgium annually 
for home consumption. 


BrussELs INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1897. 


A despatch, dated 27th December last, has been received from 

the Foreign Office, transmitting extract from the “ Moniteur 
Belge,” containing Royal decrees creating the Board of Adminis- 
tration of the International Exhibition which is to be held at 
Brussels in 1897. 
. The exhibition will comprise 14 sections:—1. Fine arts. 
2. Social economy. 3. Hygiene. 4. Life saving. 5. Industrial 
and decorative arts. 6. Lighting and heating. 7. Electricity— 
traction. 8. Military art. 9. Industrial manufactures—materials, 
methods, and products. 10. Sporting material. 11. Exercises— 
opular games. 12. Temporary competitions in agriculture and 
orticulture. 13. Practical teaching, and the industries and 
handiwork of women. 14, Trade. Colonies. 
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TRADE IN BULGARIA. 

The following circular has been addressed by the Foreign Office 
to the Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom on the 
subject of circulars addressed to them by the newly-instituted 
Chamber of Commerce at Rustchuk, according to which that 
body appears to arrogaie the right of issuing permissions to trade 
to foreign subjects :— 

“The Marquess of Salisbury has learnt that the Chamber of 
Commerce of Rustchuk, in Bulgaria, has addressed two circulars, 
dated respectively 3rd August and 29th November last, to the 
various Chambers of Commerce in this country regarding 
—— to trade and applications as to the standing of 
Bulgarian traders. I am now directed by his Lordship to 
inform you that the functions contemplated by these circulars 
are in part beyond the powers of the Chamber. Bulgarian 
Chambers of Commerce may open registers of traders and of 
commercial travellers and agents, but such registration is purely 
voluntary, and Chambers have no authority either to give or 
to withhold permissions to trade.” 

(Signed) Grorce N. Curzon. 


Tue Unirep States oF LaBovur. 


A copy of Bulletin No. 1 of the Department of Labour for 1895 
has been received at the Foreign Office from the Government 
of he United States. 

This publication contains an account of strikes and lock-outs 
in the United States; from January 1, 1881, to June 30, 1894, 
and in the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and Austria in recent 
years; an article on private and public debt in the United 
States; digest of recent reports of the Connecticut, Indiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, and Wisconsin bureaux of labour 
statistics ; a digest of the report by Miss Collet on the statistics 
of employment of women and girls in England and Wales; and 
an article on employer and employé under the common law. 


MarKeT FOR Binpine Twine 1n Kansas. 


A communication, dated 2nd December last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. A. J. Vansittart, Her Majesty's 
Consul at Chicago, stating that he understands there has been 
some correspondence between Kansas City and the Belfast Rope- 
works, Ireland, regarding the matter of binding twines, and that 
the Belfast Company are about to establish an agent in Kansas, 

It is said that ten years ago no binding twine was used in the 
United States for the purpose of binding oats or wheat in the 
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field, but since that date large quantities of machinery have been 
patented for the purpose of binding grain, and it has become 
necessary to use twine for this purpose. 

There appears to be no fibre grown in the United States that 
can be used for this object, and the trade has grown to such an 
extent that 150,000,000 lbs. were issued in the United States in 
1895, and the quantity is increasing rapidly. There used to bea 
very heavy duty upon this class of goods, but they are now on the 
free list, and enter all the United States ports free of duty. The 
sale at Kansas City shows that one-tenth of the twine, namely, 
about 15,000,000 lbs., used in the country is handled from that 
point, and Mr. Vansittart suggests that it might be of interest and 
serviceable that the attention of the various twine and rope works 
in Great Britain be called to this, in order that they could open 
correspondence with the proper parties for placing the British 
goods upon that market. 

Mr. Vice-Consul Burrough at Kansas City is making fuli 
inquiries in the matter, and would doubtless be ina position to 
give more explicit information to the parties interested if called 
upon to do so. 


CENTRAL AMERICAN EXHIBITION AT GUATEMALA 


A despatch, dated 18th November last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. F. Roberts, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Guatemala, enclosing copy and translation of contract, together 
with photographic plans having reference to the Central American 
Exhibition, to be opened at Guatemala in the early part of 1897. 
The contractors have, it is said, purchased the buildings of the late 
Bordeaux Exhibition for the sum of one million franes, delivered 
at the port of San José, whence they will be conveyed to the site 
in Guatemala city at the expense of the Government; and the 
Construction Company, which is a limited liability company, with 
a capital of 60,0002 in 100/. shares, at present standing at 15 per 
cent. premium, expect to realise a good profit on the contract. 

Besides the ordinary courts for exhibits, the exhibition is also tc 
contain amusements of various kinds. 

In connection with the exhibition a tramway, on the Deauville 

tem, is also being constructed for a length of 3,800 metres in 
the outskirts of the city, which will tend to materially increase the 
‘value of the property along the route. This property is now 
being laid out in building plots, and water from the waterworks 
of Acatan (about six miles from the centre of the city), lately 
opened, is being conveyed along the route, so that the district is 
likely rapidly to become an important building estate. 

The copy and translation of the contract, and the photographic 

lans, can be seen at the Commercial Department of the Board of 

rade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the hours of 11 and 5, 
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Contract FoR New LOAN GUATEMALA. 


Communications, dated 19th and 20th November last, have 
been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. J. F. Roberts, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Guatemala, transmitting copies and transla- 
tions of notices which have appeared in the official journal, “ El 
Gualtemaltico,” from which it appears that the Government of 
Guatemala has raised a new loan of 658,500/. to carry on the 
works of the Guatemalan Northern Railway (Guatemala City to 
Puerto Barrios on the Atlantic Coast), and for the service of the 
4 per cent. external debt. 

The contract for this new loan is with Messrs. Muller and 
Thomson, of Hamburg, and the interest is to be 10 per cent., 
guaranteed on the revenues of the Northern Railway, together 
with the tax of 20 per cent. in gold now paid by mercantile 
houses as importation dues, Should this fail to produce sufficient, 
the Government undertake to make up the difference. 


ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE “ Pacrric Marit STEAMSHIP’ 
CompaNy” AND THE “CoOLOMBIAN STEAMSHIP LINE.” 


With reference to a note on the above subject on p. 564 of the 
November number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ”—a report, 
dated 5th December last, bas been received at the Foreign Office 
from Mr. J. F. Roberts, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guatemala, 
stating that the arrangement come to between the “ Colombian 
S.S. Line,” and the “ Pacific Mail S.S. Company ” therein referred 
to has since been cancelled, and that there will be no change in 
the running of the respective companies, 
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XVIIIL—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


According to the “Canal de Suez” bulletin for the 12th 
December last, the number of ships passing through the canal 
during the month of September 1895 was 270, of a gross tonnage 
of 951,643 tons, 259 of which showed a tonnage of 912,461 tons. 
Of these vessels 191 were English (681,815 tons), 27 German 
(86.009 tons), 19 French (77,020 tons), 16 Dutch (42,087 tons), 
5 Austrian (20,547 tons), 5 Italian (17,530 tons), the remainder 
being composed of 2 Russian, 2 Spanish, 2 Norwegian, and 1 
Turkish vessel. 


Manuva OF INFORMATION FOR Russian Stock HoxpErs. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, of a manual 
issued by the Russian Ministry of Finance, containing informa- 
tion for Russian Government Stock Holders as to the titles, the 
original amounts, the amount of capital on January 1, 1896, the 
dates on which the coupons fall due, &c., of the various Russian 
loans. 


Tue LeatHeR TRADE OF Russia. 


The Russian leather trade is influenced by the foreign markets, 
especially the American. In 1895 there was a decrease in the 
importation of leather from abroad. The better supply of fodder 
also induced farmers to slaughter less cattle, to increase their 
depleted stocks. There is consequently a considerable demand 
for leather, according to the “‘ Handels Museum,” and prices have 
gone up, especially in the cases of sole leather and horse-skins, 
which were quoted at the Nijni-Novgorod market at from 14 to 2 
roubles apiece, whilst at the present time the price of horse- 
skins at Moscow is seven roubles each. The impending supply 
of leather from Siberia is attracting considerable attention. In 
Semipalatinsk, Orenburg, and Troizk a very active trade is done 
in horse-hides, sheep- and goat-skins. This year the leather is 
expected to be of a considerably better quality, as there was a 
better supply of fodder for the animals and fewer cases of disease. 


Tne Propucrion OF PiG-1RON IN Russia. 


According to the “ Handels Museum ” of the 12th December 
last, the quantity of pig-iron produced in Russia during the first 
six months of 1895 amounted to 49,800,000 pouds (about 800,000 
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tons). The amount produced during the whole of 1894 was 
74,500,000 pouds (1,197,000 tons), the figures for 1893 being 
64,900,000 pouds 1,043,000 tons). The statistics for the 
different districts where pig-iron is produced show that the 
production in the Ural was stationary, whilst that in the south 
and south-west districts shows an increase from 11,900,000 pouds 
in the first six months of 1894, to 16,600,000 pouds in the 
corresponding period of 1895, The Polish foundries, also, show a 
not inconsiderable increase. In view of the fact that new factories 
are continually being erected in South Russia, a further increase 
in the production of pig-iron is expected, and the total production 
for 1895 is estimated at 84,000,000 pouds (1,350,000 tons). The 
Russian importation of pig-iron, steel, and metal manufactures 
shows only a slight increase in 1895. 


Rerorm or ComMercraL EXcHAaNnGEs 1N Russia. 

In April 1895 the Russian Ministry of Finance appointed a 
committee to elaborate a scheme for the reform of commercial 
exchanges in Russia. The report which this committee has laid 
before the Government points to the introduction of extensive 
alterations in the Russian commercial exchanges. The following 
information as to the proposals which will shortly come into force 
has been communicated to the ‘‘ Handels Museum ” :— 

The excharges are to be regarded as public institutions and 
placed under the control of the Trade and Manufactures Depart- 
ment of the Ministry of Finance. They are divided into 
three classes: those of St. Petersburg and Moscow are to be 
of the first class, and those of Warsaw, Rostow, Kiev, Odessa, 
Riga, and Libau of the second, whilst the third class will embrace 
all the remaining Russian exchanges, It is noteworthy that 
Nijni-Novgored is included amongst the exchanges of the third 
class. The old regulations are to remain in force for exchanges 
of the third class, whilst reforms are to be effected in the cases 
of the first- and second-class. The exchanges are to be 
corporations accessible to merchants of every rank, whilst at 
present, apart from individual credit institutions, only merchants 
of the first guild can become members. New members may be 
received after the committee of the exchange has decided in 
secret session as to their suitability. But a member of an 
exchange can be entirely or temporarily suspended, if, for 
example, he fails to fulfil engagements resulting from business 
done on the exchange. The Minister of Finance has also the 
right to order the exclusion of any person from the exchange. 
A special register of transactions effected on the exchange is to 
be kept by the exchange notary under the rr ne of the 
committee, who are held responsible for it. Transactions not 
recorded in the register are in themselves valid, but are not to 
be considered as “business done on the exchange.” Up to the 
present the number of brokers on each exchange has been limited, 
but under the new regulations any member may act as a broker. 
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REVISION OF THE GERMAN CommeERCIAL Cope. 


In connection with the reform of civil law in Germany a 
revision of the commercial code is also in contemplation. A 
draft of a new commercial code, which, according to the 
“‘ Handels Museum,” has been prepared in the Imperial Office 
of Justice, is to be considered by a committee consisting of legal 
authorities and representatives of trade and industry. In the 
consideration of those parts of the draft code which especially 
affect the interests of certain classes, particularly the provisions 
as to commercial assistants and agents, the committee is to have 
the assistance of representatives of the classes concerned, 


PRODUCTION OF SUGAR IN GERMANY. 


According to the German official statistics as to the production 
and taxation of sugar in the German Customs district, there 
were in operation in 1894-95 467 sugar manufactories, 405 of 
which were beet-root sugar factories, 56 were sugar refineries, 
and 6 were for extracting sugar from molasses. These factories, 
according to the “ Handels Museum,” used altogether 14,521,030 
tons (metric tons of 2,204 lbs.) of beets, and produced 1,692,011 
tons of raw sugar, as well as 992,136 tons of sugar of all kinds 
ready for consumption, the figures for the 1893-94 campaign 
being 1,270,508 tons of raw sugar and 819,629 tons of sugar 
ready for consumption, The quantity of beet-roots worked up 
was the largest ever known in Germuny ; the 1893-94 figures 
were 10,644,352 tons. The importation of sugar into Germany 
was insignificant, and remained at about the same level as in the 
previous year. On the other hand, considerably larger quantities 
of sugar were exported in 1894-95 than in the previous year, 
although the export of molasses has fallen off. In 1894-95, 
609,663 tons of raw sugar and 392,857 tons of sugar ready for 
consumption were exported, as compared with 436,674 tons and 
262,610 tons respectively in 1893-94. The consumption of sugar 
in Germany in the year 1894-95 was computed at 552,695 tons 
of refined sugar, ic, 10°7 kilogs. (234 lbs.) per head of the 
population, which compares with 10°1 kilogs. in 1893-94 and 9:1 
kilogs., the average of the last nine working years, 


BRUSSELS AS A SEAPORT. 


The “ Monde Economique” states that a decree recently signed 
by the King of the Belgians will have the effect of transforming 
Brussels into a seaport. 

There are but 19 miles of canal to make ata cost of about 
1,480,0007. When finished, vessels of 2,000 tons will be able to 
come right up to Brussels. 
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Imports oF Sugar into Tunis. 


According to a French Consular Report the consumption of 
sugar in Tunis is steadily increasing. France and Austria are 
the chief exporting countries. Raw sugar is imported almost 
exclusively from France; in 1894 the imports were valued a 
239,235 fre., of which 227,206 frs. came from that country. Refined 
sugar of French origin was imported to the value of 786,337 frs., 
whilst the imports from Malta, the point of transit for the 
Austrian product, were valued at 829,655 frs. 


- ExportaTion OF OLIVES AND OLIVE O1n FROM GREECE. 


According to the “ Economiste d’Orient” the amount of olives 
exported from Greece was 2,875,394 ocques (ocque = 2°84 lbs. 
avoirdupois) in 1894, as against 968,420 in 1893, and 2,051,597 
in 1892; 1,989,153 ocques were exported during the period — 
January 1 to August 31, 1895. 

Greek olives are chiefly sent to Russia, this country taking half 
of the total trade. Turkey, Roumania, and Egypt import also 
considerable quantities. The exportation of olive oil varies much 
from year to year. The amount for 1894 was 7,693,644 ocques, 
as against 2,972,322 in 1893, and 2,234,018 in 1892. 2,549,664 
ocques were exported from January 1 to August 31, 1895. 
Russia and Turkey have been the principal customers for Greek ~ 
olive oil, but from 1894 Austria po Italy commenced ‘to take the 
lead. In 1894, Italy imported 2,186,005 ocques of Greek olive 
oil; Austria, 1,700,819 ocques, and Russia only 1,511,108 ocjues, 


BuLGARIAN CoMMERCIAL CopDE. 


The “Handels Zeitung” says that a projected Bulgarian 
commercial code to replace the Turkish code hitherto in force 
has been laid before the Chamber. The new law is based on the 
German code, and was elaborated by a committee of four members, 
who also made use of the Italian and Roumanian codes; it was 
revised and finally edited by another committee, consisting of 
seven members, with Dr. Stoilow, the head of the Ministry of 
Justice, as president. 


BunGARIAN Law aGarnst Usury. 


According to the “ Handels Museum” of November 28th last, 
the Bulgarian Chamber was, n its last session, occupied by the 
first reading of a usury law. This bill provides that a rate of 
interest in excess of 12 per cent, is punishable with imprisonment 
for a period not exczeding six months, and a fine of from 100 to 
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500 francs. Not only does this law forbid usury in the case of 
actual money loans, but by its provisions anyone who buys 
standing crops at 10 per cent. below their value according to 
prices ruling at the time is liable to the same punishment, as well 
as any person selling goods for a subsequent payment in produce 
who makes an excessive profit from his customer, Further, any 
person carrying on such transactions under the guise of written 
acknowledgments of debt, bills of exchange, &c., is liable to 
imprisonment up to two years. 


CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, 


The “ Revue d’Orient” says that the Sophia Chamber of” 
Commerce has just held a series of general meetings ; the budget 
for the year 1896 has been voted, including 34,900 francs for 
expenses (4,900 francs more than in 1895), and the project for 
‘ the reorganisation of industrial corporations was discussed at 
length; it was resolved that special exhibitions and competitions 
ought to take place every year under the patronage of the 
Government. At Varna and Philippopolis the Chambers of 
Commerce have also recommenced work; but at Rustchuk, on the 
other hand, the Chamber has not been able to meet owing to its 
members being too busy with other occupations, and the president 
has been obliged to beg the Government to convoke an extra- 
- ordinary meeting for the month of March 1896. 


LIGNITE IN ROUMANIA. 


The United States “ Engineering and Mining Journal)” states 
that there is no true coal at present mined in Roumania, but there 
are several deposits of lignite or brown coal which are being worked. 
Recently it is said that arrangements have been made for more 
extensive exploration of the Pratovia district, where large deposits 
are known to exist, and where a small mine is already working 


at Philipesti. 


TRapvE OF RouMANIA FOR 1894. 


“ L’Economiste d’Orient ” publishes the following figures with 
regard to the trade of Roumania for 1894 :— 

In that year the total imports from all countries amounted to 
718,000 tons, of a value of 422,142,000 francs (16,886,000/.), as 
against 717,000 tons in 1893, valued at 430,490,000 francs 
(17,220,000/.). The principal countries from which Roumania 
imported in 1894 were Austria-Hungary, from which the imports 
were valued at 114,805,000 francs (4,592,0001) ; Germany, 
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116,974,000 francs (4,679,0002.); Great Britain, 84,029,000 francs 
(3,361,000.) ; and France, 34,219,000 franes (1,369,0002,). 

The total amount of Roumanian exports in 1894 was 2,071,000 
tons, of a value of 294,198,000 francs (11,768,000/.), as against 
2,895,000 tons, valued at 370,652,000 frances (14,826,000/.) in 
1893. 

The principal countries receiving Roumanian merchandise in 
1894 were: United Kingdom, 78,842,000 francs (3,154,0002.) ; 
Belgium, 61,359,000 frances (2,454,000/.) ; Germany, 58,084,000 
francs (2,323,000/.); and Austria-Hungary, 42,838,000 francs 
(1,714,0007 ). 


Tue Port or Déptacatcn (TURKEY), 


The Belgian Consul at Adrianople, in a recent report to his 
Government, states that preliminaries are being arranged between 
the Oriental Railway Company on the one hand, and the Ministry 
of Public Works on the other, for the construction of a new 
harbour at Dédéagatch, at a cost of about 6} millions of francs 
(260,000/.). The jetty would be very extensive, so as to permit 
of the mooring side by side of six boats at atime. Rails would 
be also laid down, and waggons could load and unload direct. 


TurkisH RariLways. 


According to the “Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de 
Constantinople,” the works for the construction of the railway 
from Eski-Ché¢hir to Konieh are being actively pushed forward. 
The embankments are completed as far as Konieh, and active 
endeavours are being made to finish a great portion of the work 
before the frosts. It is thought that the opening of the Konieh 
line may take place next June. 


TURKISH FISHERIES. 


The “ Moniteur des Interéts Matériels ” states that the revenue 
of the Turkish fisheries, after having fallen for two consecutive 
years, has shown a slight improvement, increasing from 40,0571. 
(Turkish) in 1893-94 to 43,0371. (Turkish) in 1894-95, or an 
increase of 2,980/. (Turkish). This result will calm the fears that 
have arisen as to the future of the fisheries in the neighbourhood 
of Constantinople. There is ground for hoping that the measures 
which have been taken to improve them will soon show practical 
results. 


90195. 
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Tnkr Finances OF MEXICO. 


The “ South American Journal,” quoting from the “ Mexican 
Herald,” gives a short account of a speech in November last of 
the Finance Minister in the Mexican Chamber of Deputies. 

The Minister is reported to have said that in the period that 
had elapsed of the fiscal year, the revenue had increased beyond 
expectations, The most important source of revenue, the Custom- 
house collections, had increased approximately at the rate of 
300,000 dols. monthly in the months of July, August, September, 
and October. This gives at once an excess of 1,200,000 dols. of 
revenue over estimates. There had also been an increase in the 
receipts from the Stamp tax, but that increase only amounted to 
300,000 dols., so that the total excess was 1,5C0,000 dols. 

On the other hand, there was a slight diminution, with respect 
to estimates, in the yield of the new tax on gold and silver, the 
diminution in question being due to the fact that in forming the 
estimates no account was taken of the circumstance that many of 
the smelting companies had on hand a considerable quantity of 
ore ready for treatment, which could not be equitably subjected 
to the new tax, inasmuch as the companies had purchased the 
ore at a price previously agreed on, and that to oblige them to 
pay tax on such ore would have involved them in heavy loss. It 
was thus necessary to exempt the ore in question from the 2 and 
3 per cent. taxes embodied in the present budget. The loss to 
the revenue from this source was estimated at 300,000 dols., the 
excess above referred to being reduced to 1,200,000 dols. 

Turning to expenditure, it would be found that, in addition to 
those authorised by the budget, it had been necessary to incur 
other expenses, of which some had been authorised by Congress, 
while the approval of that body had still to be obtained for others. 

The Vera Cruz harbour works require, under a special contract 
approved by the Legislature, a weekly expenditure of 11,000 dols., 
instead of 7,000 dols. as formerly. This increase of 4,000 dols. 
weekly involves an expenditure of 200,000 dols. in excess of the 
expenditure provided in the budget. 

The reduction of postage rates has further modified the 
conditions under which the present budget was voted. The rate 
of interior postage on letters having been reduced one-half, it 
might have been supposed that the postal receipts, at least as 
regards internal postage, would also shrink to one-half, and as 
the yield of internal postage on letters is estimated at 800,000 dois., 
a curtailment in revenue of 400,000 dols. was to be expected, if 
the strict rule of mathematicai proportion held good in such 
cases; but the considerable increase in the volume of corre- 
spondence would do something towards making good the deficit 
in the postal receipts. 


The real increase in the revenue so far, as compared with the 
estimates formed last May during the discussion on the budget, 
amounted to between 700,000 dols. and 800,000 dols. In 
proposing a reduction in the tax on salaries, the Executive 
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naturally took into consideration the sum produced by that tax. 
In the preceding fiscal year that sum was in round numbers 
1,100,000 dols. Forty per cent. of the amount in question 
represented 440,000 dols, or so, leaving a substantial margin in 
favour of the increase in revenue already referred to, It has, in 
point of fact, been observed as a fiscal year that the yield of the 
national revenue always shows a material decrease in the second 
half of the fiscal year as compared with the first half, and it has 
been thought advisable to restrict the reduction now proposed 
to 40 per cent. 


Srreet RAILWAYS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a recent number of the New York “Iron Age,” 
Poor’s Directory of Railway Officials, just issued, states that the 
total length of the street railway lines in the United States 
equals 13,176°38 miles, an increase of 3,514°32 miles over those in 
operation in 1891. Of this total, 13,176°38 miles, 409°40 miles 
are operated with steam dummies, 10,238°13 by electric power, 
578°54 by cable, and 1,950°31 by animal traction. Of the 
13,176°38 miles of street railways in operation, companies operating 
378°38 miles failed to supply complete statistics of capitalisation 
either as to stocks, bonds, or both. The capitalisation of the 
remaining 12,797°50 miles is shown to be 520,745,823 dols. stock 
and 367,694,477 dols. bonds, an average of 40,691 dols. per mile 
of stock and 23,333 dols, per mile of bonds, equal in the 


aggregate to 69,024 dols. per mile of stock and bonds, as against 
56,611 dols. per mile for steam railroads. 


New LIGHTHOUSE ON THE CuILIAN Coast. 


The “ Chilian Times ” announces that from the 1st of February 
next the lighthouses now in course of construction on Mocha 
Island will be lighted from sunset till sunrise. One of these 
lighthouses is situated on the east coast of the island a little to 
the south of Anegadiza Point, approximately in lat. 38° 22’ 12" 
S., and long. 73° 63’ 44” W.; and the other is situated on the 
west coast on the summit of Torrecillas prominence, approxi- 
mately in lat. 38° 21’ 22” S., and long. 73° 58’ 6” W. The 
towers will be round, 8°7 metres in height, painted white; the 
superstructure will be painted green, and will be crowned with a 
copper cupola. The illuminating apparatus will be deoptric, of 
the 4th order, white light, the one on tie east coast with double 
flashes each half minute, and the one on the west with single 
flashes each quarter minute. In clear weather the eastern one 
will be visible at a distance of 18 miles, and the western one at 15, 
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CoMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE IN THE Far East. 


The following is extracted from a report by the Swiss Consul 
at Yokohama :— 

Great alterations in the economic condition of China are 
apparently at hand. By the Treaty of Shimonoseki various new 
ports in the valley of the Yangtse have been opened to foreigners. 
At these places, the land for foreign’ settlements has already been 
marked off, and there is at present a Japanese official in Shanghai 
who is superintending the necessary arrangements for the forma- 
tion of landing stages, bridges, roads, &c. Companies have beer 
and are being formed by Europeans and Japanese to develop the 
raw materials of the country. Cotton mills and silk factories 
have been established, and shares are eagerly sought for. The 
expedition, sent out at great expense by the Lyons Chamber of 
Commerce to study the conditions of trade in East Asia, has, 
according to the Shanghai “ Ostasiatische Lloyd,” reached China, 
One half of the party bas penetrated the interior by way of 
Tongking, whilst the other is ascending the Yangtsekiang to effect. 
a junction with the former in Szechuan. This expedition, com- 
posed of 40 members, consists entirely of specialists, who are to 
investigate the problems of the commercial development of these 
provinces and the opening up of their immense wealth. In any 
case the expedition will cover ground which has not yet been 
worked by either Englishmen or Germans. It has also been 
proposed to send at once a similar expedition from England 
to the western and southern provinces, as well as Szechuan and 
Yunnan. This project is being taken in hand by the Blackburn 
Chamber of Commerce. 


GERMAN ENTERPRISE IN CHINA. 


The “London and China Telegraph” states that, according 
to Dalziel’s Shanghai correspondence, a syndicate of German 
capitalists has made a highiy important move by offering to 
purchase the arsenal dockyard at Foochow, as well as the arsenal 
ironworks at Han-yang, on the Yangtsze Kiang, in the province 
of Hupeh. Dr. Stuebel, German Consul-General at Shanghai, 
is now at Foochow preparing the way for the transaction. Some 
time ago the Chinese authorities offered to sell the works in 
question to a rich Chinese, to be carried on on private instead 
of Government account as heretofere, but the offer met with no 
response. It is Heir von Brandt, formerly German Minister 
at Peking, who, on his recent return to China, submitted the 
present proposal to the Chinese Government. 


DEVELOPMENT OF CHINESE Opium TRADE. 


A recent issue of the “ Pioneer Mail” states that an Indo-China 
steamer on her last trip to Canton, had in her cargo a con- 
signment of 20 piculs of native opium transhipped at Shanghai. 
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Some years ago, native opium in large quantities commenced to 
come down the Yangtsze. At first it was mostly smuggled, but 
later on regular shipments were made, doubtless on account of 
the larger quantity being sent and the difficulty of smuggling it. 
The shipments have steadily increased, until now there are con- 
siderable quantities coming down to supply the ports on the 
river and for distribution from Shanghai. This last is important 
as showing that the foreign drug is now about to meet a native 
competition in its stronghold, Canton and district, where it has 
always been in so much more favour than the native. If the 
new development is followed up, Szechuan opium for the South 
will simply pay freight per steamer from Ichang to Canton 
(being transhipped at Hankow and again at Shanghai) and the 
dues levied by the foreign Customs, instead of having to pay 
the costly overland carriage and the heavy squeezes of the 
multitudinous lekin stations en route to its destination. 


New Raitways IN JAPAN. 


The “ London and China Telegraph” states that a railway 
project of considerable importance is reported from Kyoto. The 
idea is to connect Tsuruga on the Japan Sea with Kyoto by a 
line along the western shore of Lake Biwa, that route being 
shorter than the existing Government road, which makes a 
detour along the eastern shore. The whole distance is 65 miles, 
and the estimated capital of the company, 3,200,000 yen. The 
projectors of the above line, among whom are found most of the 
names of the principal business men in Japan, have also applied 
for a charter to construct another line connecting the two cities 
of Kyoto and Osaka. This second road is to start from the 
Kyoto terminus of the above-mentioned Kyoto-Tsuruga line at 
Okazakicho, the site of the recent domestic exhibition. Thence 
passing through Fushimi, Yodo, Yawata, Mokigate, and Morikuchi, 
it will have its terminus at Noda in Osaka. This means that it 
would run at some distance to the east of the existing Govern- 
ment railway. 


OPpENING-UP OF IN Persia. 


According to the “Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de 
Constantinople,” it is reported from Tehran that Mr. Felix 
‘Moral, a German subject, has obtained from the Persian Govern- 
ment the right of making a road from Tehran to the frontier in 
the) direction of Baghdad, and of workirg a transport service 
on this road, as also a concession for 90 years for the construction 
of an electric railway from Tehran to villages situated 10 kiloms. 
to the north of that town. 


86 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [Jan. 1396. 


Jute, Hemp, aND WOOLLEN MILts IN INDIA. 


According to information received from the India Office, there 
were 28 mills working jute and one mill working hemp, at the 
end of 1894-95, and employing a daily average number of 
75,157 persons, namely, 50,154 men, 14,725 women, 3,359 young 
persons, and 6,919 children. The mills contained 10,048 looms 
and 201,217 spindles. The nominal capital of the mills, worked 
by joint stock companies, is stated in the returns at a little over 
Rx. 3,680,000 (Rx. = tens of rupees); but the figures are not 
complete for some of the mills, no returns of capital having been 
furnished. Probably about Rx. 250,000 or Rx. 300,000 may 
be added to the total on account of these. 

All but two of the mills are in Bengal, most of them in the 
vicinity of Calcutta, and one (a new miil opened in October last) 
in the French settlement of Chandernagore, Of the two not in 
Bengal, one (a small one) is at Vizagapatam (this being the mill 
which works hemp) and the other at Cawnpore. 

The progress of the industry during the last five years is 
shown below :— 


me Mills. Looms. Spindles. Persons employed. 
No. No. No. No. 
1890-91 27 8,204 164,245 62,739 
1891-92 27 8,695 174,156 66,333 
1892-93 27 8,976 181,172 67,291 
1893-94 28 9,590 192,688 69,179 
1894-95 29 10,048 201,217 75,157 


There were five woollen mills at work at the close of 1894—one 
at Cawnpore, one at Bangalore, one at Dhariwal in the Panjab, and 
two in the city of Bombay. The number of Jooms and spindles 
in 1894 was 529 and 17,228, and the value of the out-turn is 
reported at about Rx, 185,000. ‘The fabrics made at present 
consist mainly of blankets, great-coats for the police and native 
soldiery, and materials for servants’ clothing. Serges and other 
cloths and hosiery are also made of excellent quality in the 
Cawnpore and Dhariwal mills, but the manufacture of superior 
goods is as yet comparatively limited. 


Paper Mitts 


According to information received from the India Office, there 
are ten paper wills—four in the Bombay presidency, four in 
Bengal, one at Lucknow, and one at Gwalior, which was worked 
for a short time only in the past year and then closed. Of the 
ten, three are private concerns in the Bombay presidency, one of 
which has not been at work for many years. The others have an 
aggregate nominal capital of Rx. 612,200. The fibrous materials 
used for making paper are chiefly rags, babui and moonj grasses, 
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straw, jute and hemp cuttings, and old jute bags and cloth. The 
quality of the papers made is now very good, and they have a 
large and increasing sale. Most of the white and blue foolscap 
and much of the blotting paper, note paper, and envelopes used 
in the Government offices is now obtained from the Indian mills. 
The total quantity of paper made in 1894 was about 34} million 
Ibs. ; ten years previously it was about 13 million lbs. The value 
of the out-turn in 1894 is reported at over Rx. 500,000. The 
number of persons employed is 3,544. 

There are a number of small paper works, for the manufacture 
of what is known as country paper, scattered through most 
provinces, but of these petty industries no statistical information 
is available. 


New Raitways 


Information has been received at the India Office from the 
Public Works Department of the Government of India that 
Berhampore-Rambha section of tle East Coast State Railway, a 
length of 29°5 miles, was opened for the public carriage of 
passengers on the 15th October 1895, and that the Nankan- 
Mohnyin section and the Katha branch of the Mu Valley State 
Railway, 733 and 15 miles long, respeciively, were opened for the 
public carriage of passengers on the 21st October 1895, 


Tue Port or KURRACHEE. 


The “Journal de. la Chambre de Commerce de Constanti- 
nople” is of opinion that the port of Kurrachee threatens to 
become a serious rival to Bombay. According to the annual 
report of the Chamber of Commerce, the total import and export 
trade for 1894 reached a value of not less than 165 million of 
rupees, This increase of trade is largely due to the extensive 
importation of cotton tissues in anticipation of an increased duty 
on these products. 

The exportation of corn has greatly exceeded that of other 
Indian ports, Calcutta having exported 12,500 tons, Bombay 
78,000 tons, and Kurrachee nearly 500,000 tons. 

The export trade in raw cotton has also sensibly increased, 
Antwerp received’ 18,100 bales; but Bombay still holds first 
place with 153,000 bales. 


CaNnapIAN SHEEP TRADE. 
: The “ Canadian Gazette” for November 28th last, states that 
it is surprising to what proportions the Canadian export sheep 
trade is growing. In 1893 the shipments from the opening of 
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navigation to November 13th were 1,240; last year that figure 
increased to no less than 131,741, and this season it has still 
further increased to 201,572. The North-West has had much 
todo with this gratifying growth, and sheep raising is now rapidly 
becoming one of its leading industries. The wool business has 
grown with the sheep interest, and this year it is estimated that 
not far from 800,000 Ibs. of wool were produced in Manitoba and 
_ the Territories together. 


Tue Asbestos INpDUsTRY OF CANADA For 1894. 


According to the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” the 
production of Canadian asbestos in 1894 amounted to about 
8,600 tons. This figure shows a decided increase on the 
preceding year, and the export of the mineral proves that the 
demand for raw asbestos is greater than it has been for the 
past three years. 

The Quebec Central Railway carried 7,318 tons of asbestos 
last year, an amount only exceeded in 1891, when it reached 
7,774 tons. 

Eight companies for the mining of asbestos were working in 
1894, employing altogether about 800 men and boys. 

About 1,000 tons were sent to the United States; the rest to 
various parts of Europe. 

All exportations were made direct to manufacturers, and not, 
as before, to middlemen or agents. 

The proprietors of the mines have adopted a system of only 
extracting enough of the mineral to carry out the contracts of 
their customers, so that there is now no danger of a glut in the 
market. 

The value of the amount produced last year is roughly cal- 
culated at 100,000/. 


MininG 1N British CoLuMB1A, 


According to the “ Monetary Times” of Toronto the reports 
of valuable tin finds on Texada Island, and of coal and gold finds 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Vancouver, must at present 
be deemed quite inadequately verified, though there is little doubt 
that the country, within a circumference of 50 miles from 
Vancouver, is more profitably mineralised than has hitherto 
been generally conceived. The prospect of a successful working 
of the gold claims about Alberni, Vancouver Island, seem, on 
the other hand, to be growing better, though nothing like 
certainty can yet be expressed on the point, The mica mines 
on the North Thompson seem likely to be worked profitably in 
the early future, a first shipment to Baltimore being now en route 
whilst the cinnabar deposits at Savona, on Kamloops Lake, are 
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not being quite as energetically worked as they were—possibly 
from Jack of sufficient capital. Reports come in almost daily of 
new finds of good traces of the precious metals on the coast and 
islands at some distance north of Vancouver, and likely prospects 
are also said to have been struck in the Harrison Lake region 
of New Westminster's wide district. Great deveiopments are 
meanwhile being made in all parts of West Kootenay and some 
parts of the Okanagan country, and a very busy winter season 
of ore shipments is in the former case about to set in. Meanwhile 
the hydraulic gold mines of the Similkameen and Cariboo regions 
respectively are about to close down most of their operations for 
the year. 


New LInE OF STEAMERS BETWEEN VANCOUVER AND 
New ZEALAND. 


The “ Auckland Weekly News” states that the agreement 
entered into between the Hon. J. G. Ward, representing the New 
Zealand Government, and James Huddart, representing Huddart 
and Co, stipulates that that firm are to maintain a four- 
weekly steamship service between the Colony and Vancouver. 
The contractors are to have the option of making either Welling- 
ton or Auckland the port of call in the colony, or may make 
either the terminal port. In case they make one of the Australian 
ports the terminal port, the subsidy is to be only 20,000/. per 
annum, but if either of the abvve-named ports is made the 
terminal port the subsidy is to be 30,000/. per annum. The 
voyage is not to exceed 22 days, and 30/. per day is to be paid 
every day over and above that period the voyage is prolonged. 
The contract is to take eftect after the expiration of eight months 
from the date of the agreement, and the first steamship is to leave 
New Zealand not later than the lst December 1896. The steam- 
ships are to be of a gross tonnage of 3,300 tons, are to have 
triple-expansion machinery, refrigerators capable of carrying not 
less than 11,000 carcases of mutton, or an insulated cubic capacity 
of 20,000 feet for cold storage; they are to provide for carrying 
130 passengers, and to be fitted with the electric light and all 
other comforts and conveniences, The contractors are to have 
the option of calling both at Suva and Honolulu. The usual 
provisions are included respecting the carriage of mails. The 
contract is to be in force for a period of ten years. It is also 
agreed that the contract is subject to a provision that on no steam- 
ship carrying mails shaJl coloured labour in the pay of the 
contractors be employed, but this is to be subject to a demand to 
that effect being made by the Postmaster-General. The agree- 
ment is subject to ratification by Parliament. 


| 

| | 
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Mining IN British GUIANA, 


According to the “ South American Journal” of 23rd Novem- 
ber last, Mr. E. P. Wood, the Commissioner of Mines for the 
Federal Government of the United States, has furnished some 
information as to the goldfields of British Guiana, which will be 
of special interest at present in view of the territorial claim of 
Venezuela, which, if conceded, would involve the absorption of 
the rich Barima district to Venezuela. It appears that there are 
five separate goldfields in the colony, of which that of Essequibo 
is the most important. These all lie up different rivers at a 
distance of from 100 to 300 miles from Georgetown, and as no 
roads have been formed through the dense forest land the way 
of getting to them is in boats, the rivers being navigable for a 
great distance inland. There is a royalty on all gold obtained of 
3s. 9d. per ounce, which must be paid into the Colonial Treasury 
in Georgetown before the gold can be sold, and the following 
additional charges are levied :—-For a prospecting licence, 2s. 1d. 
per month; for every grant of a mining claim, 8s. 4d. per month ; 
and for every grant of a placer claim, 4s. 2d. per month. The 
total output of gold in 1894 was about 139,000 ounces, all 
obtained from alluvial washings. Reef claims are not being 
worked at present, only one company erecting machinery. The 
quartz is very rich, many surface samples assaying 50 ounces to 
the ton, and though these may have been fancy pieces, yet even 
where there is no visible gold they often give eight to ten ounces. 
The reefs are of all sorts and sizes; quartz very friable, and not 
cased quite as one would wish. “ But still there has been so little 
done,” writes Mr. Wood, “as yet, that one cannot form a very 
“ correct judgment as to their permanency. Everything would 
“ point to their being in an exceedingly rich reefing district, and 
“ the chief thing needed is a class of men that understand mining. 
“ The labourers will have to be educated up to the underground 
“ work, but their is no reason why they should not make good 
« miners eventually.” 


TRADE OF THE Care oF Goop Hops, 


A communication, dated December 9th last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
extracts from the “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” 
of November 12 last, from which it appears that the value of the 
imports into the Colony for the ten months ended 31st October 
1895, including specie, amounted to 15,680,0001., as compared 
with 9,685,0002 for the corresponding period of 1894, With 
regard to the exports, the total value for the ten months ended 
October 31st, 1895, including specie, was 13,958,000/., as com- 
pared with 11,549,000/, for a like period in 1894, 
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FLAX-GROWING FOR AUSTRALIA. 


In a short article on the state of flax-growing in Canada, the 
“ Agricultural Gazette of New South Wales” advocates an 
attempt at similar results in Australia. It appears that considerable 
success has attended the growth of flax both for seed and for fibre 
in different parts of Canada. The price realised by the flax-seed 
in 1894, the yield of which in Ontario is estimated at 10 bushels 
per acre, was from 4s. and upwards per bushel, the fibre being 
also valuable. In Manitoba nearly double the amount of seed is 


raised, but the fibre in that province has no value, The seed is 
sold to mills, where linseed oil is extracted, the residue, forming 
finseed-cake, being in large demand in Europe for cattle-feeding, 
Flax is often sown as a catch crop where it is too late to sow 
wheat, or on land newly broken by the simple process of harrow- 
ing. Not more than half a bushel of seed is used to the acre, 
experience having shown that by sowing it thinly the plant 
bushes out so as to obtain the largest possible amount of seed, 
As the seed is very small in size, one-half bushel to the acre is 
said to give to that area a larger number of grains to the acre 
than a bushel and a half or possibly two bushels of wheat. Where 
the object is to obtain fibre, it is recommended that the soil be 
not too rich, and that the flax. should never be grown on the 
application of fresh manure. It is asserted that the richness of 
the soil in Manitoba accounts for the fibre not possessing the 
strength of that grown in Ontario, and the same fact is reported 
in many of the western United States, where hundreds of 
thousands of bushels of flax are grown for the seed alone, the fibre 
being found to be useless. It is stated that flax cannot be con- 
sidered an exhausting crop with respect to soil, but the land requires 
to be kept perfectly clean. Clean land is the test insisted on, 
rather than richness of soil, the latter not being favourable to the 
growth of fibre, although conducive to large yields of seed. The 
crop is a rapidly-growing one, and, therefore, valuable where the 
seasons are short, or for an intermediate or catch crop. 

There is no doubt that the seed could be grown successfully on 
the rich coastal lands of Australia and would pay handsomely. In 
addition to the value of the linseed oil, 5/, a ton is obtained for 
the cake in Canada, where winter feeding of cattle appears to 
receive very little more attention than in New South Wales. 
Then again, the fibre might be raised on some of the worn wheat- 
lands of the table-land districts. In view of the depressing 
reports of starving dairy cattle from all parts of New South 
Wales, some crops to keep them through the hard winter months, 
particularly in a dry season like that now being experienced, 
would appear not only reasonable but abundantly necessary. 


INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS OF VICTORIA. 


The “ Australasian Trade Review ” of October 14 Jast notices 
a return which has been issued by the Assistant Government 
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Statist, Mr. J. J. Fenton, detailing the number of hands and 
extent of other power employed in various industries in the 
colony of Victoria. A valuation of land, buildings, and machinery 
owned by factories is also given. The total number of hands 
employed in all factories in the year ended March 1895 was 
41,273, of whom 8,224 were females. This shows an apparent 
increase over the return for the previous year (39,815), but as, 
for the first time, the return for 1894-95 includes clerks, over- 
seers, carters, and labourers, it is probable that an actual decrease 
is indicated. The number of factories has decreased from 2,737 
in 1893-94 to 2,675 in 1894-95, but the horse-power employed 
increased from 28,834 horse-power to 30,880. Machinery and 
plant was valued at 6,640,660/. in 1894-95 ayainst 6,618,653/. in 
1893-94, an increase of 22,007/ Lands in the occupation of 
factory owners in 1894-95 were estimated to be worth 2,626,2301, 
as compared with 3,081,374/. in 1893-94, the difference being, 
no doubt, due to the valuation rather than to any actual decrease 
in the extent of land occupied. Buildings and improvemenis 
also show a considerable falling off in stated value, viz., from 
3,841,084Z in 1893-94 to 3,629,910/. in 1894-95. It is interest- 
ing to note that the value of lands occupied by factories in 1891 
was estimated at 6,604,332/, and that of land and improvements 
at 4,497,382/. The number of hands employed in 1890 was 
59,181: 

Totals of the number of hands employed in some of the chief 
industries are as follows :—Printing, 3,526; iron foundries and 
engine-making, 3,945; coach-building, 1,475; boot factories, 
3,734; clothing factories, 4,781; brewing, 1,007; tanning, &c., 
1,539 ; sawmilling, 2,386; brick and pottery making, 964. 


REGULATION OF FacToRIES IN VICTORIA. 


According to the “ Australasian Trade Review,” a new Bill to 
amend the Factories and Shops Act has been drafted by the 
Victorian Government, in which there are some stringent condi- 
tions laid down which will cause changes in some trades. Any 
place where one Chinese works is constituted a factory, and such 
Chinese are forbidden to work before 7.30 a.m. and after 5 p.m., 
or after 2 o’clock on Saturdays, or at any hour on Sundays. It 
is also provided that all furniture made by Chinese shall be so 
stamped. 

Another severe condition is that no person may make clothing, 
boots, &c., for sale outside a factory except under special permit, 
or except for the wear of the person ordering it. This clause wiil 
be one very difficult to enforce, and will probably require to be 
recast. Minimum rates of pay for making apparel are to be fixed 
by a factories board. A number of other provisions are made, 
among which are clauses to regulate the closing of shops and to 
fix the number of hours during which shop employés may work. 
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SHeee in NEw ZEALAND. 


The full return of the stoci department of New Zealand as to 
the number of sheep in the Colony on April 20 last has been 
published, and the “New Zealand Trade Review” gives the 
following figures showing the increase or decrease in the various 
provinces of the colony :— 


| 
District. 1895. 1894. | Increase (+) or 


| Decrease (—). 
Auckland ° - 846,873 858,295 — 11,422 
Hawke’s Bay ~ . 4,217,232 4,286,986 — 69,754 
Wellington-West Coast - 3,930,541 4,024,071 — 93,530 
Marlborough-Nelson = - 906,307 887,582 + 18,725 
Canterbury Kaikoura’ - 5,559,990 5,744,668 — 184,678 i 
Otago - - - 4,365,661 4,429,227 — 63,566 
19,826,604 20,230,829 | Net — 404,225 i 
j 


Of the net decrease 229,519 occurs in the South Island and 
174,706 in the North Island. The interim report showed a net | 
decrease of 463,521. 

As mentioned in our former remarks, the South Island 
sustained further heavy losses of sheep since the date of the above 
stock-taking, through the heavy snowstorms that occurred last 
winter. 

The improvement in the price of wool will no doubt give a 
fresh impulse to sheep-breeding, and increase the demand for 
store sheep. 
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XIX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Aberdeen—aAt the last monthly meeting of the Aberdeen 
Chamber of Commerce, Baillie Edwards in the chair, Mr. George 
J. Shepherd, in seconding the motion, said that the circular with 
reference to the Paris Exhibition of 1900 had been addressed by 
the Prime Minister through the Associated Chambers of Com- 
merce for the purpose of obtaining their opinion on the’subject, 
and with a view of ascertaining if, in the event of Great Britain 
deciding to take part in the exhibition, it would be for the benefit 
of the commercial interests of the country. The committee had 
come to the conclusion that international exhibitions were for the 
benefit of the countries taking part, and they recommended 
accordingly. With regard to the metric system, they had 
resolved to adhere to the position they took up before on this 
question, and had decided that it would be a hardship if the 
system were adopted within a less period than two years. With 
reference to the question of commercial education, he thought 
that if the sub-committee took a firm grip of the difticulties which 
they had to encourter they would find that these difficulties would 
vanish, 

The recommendations of the committee were all unanimously 
adopted, 


Blackburn.—The quarterly meeting of the Blackburn Chamber 
of Commerce was held on December 2 last, Mr. Henry Harrison 
in the chair. 

The President said it could not be denied that for some time past 
the cotton trade had been exceedingly unprofitable, a great many 
looms had been stopped, the spinning industry of Oldham had been 
seriously affected, and a number of mills had been closed. All these 
things were of the gravest importance to Lancashire, but he found 
the stagnation of trade extremely difficult to diagnose. With a 
view to the solution of the matter they might look back to last year, 
where their experience of the foreign markets and the low price 
of the raw material led to a great falling off in certain goods, 
and there was no demand from the great distributing centres in 
any part of the world. Another fact which had probably militated 
against trade was that the Indian community might have been 
early informed of the 5 per cent. import duty to be imposed. 
Stagnation in the cotton trade had set in since that time, but 
when they tried to get at the reasons of it, it seemed an almost 
impossible task. Looking at the question of prices, it was very 
probable that there would be a small American crop of cotton, and 
there would certainly be an advance in prices. Already they had 
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experienced an advance of 14d. per lb. in American cotton, and the 
result was that it was utterly impossible for the consumer to give 
any orders, or at least wliat had been given had not kept the looms 
going, All this tended to stop the import of yarns and cloth into 
foreign markets, and to a great extent that explained the 
depression. ‘They might, however, take a little comfort to them- 
selves from the fact that the consumption of cotton in time would 
lead to a slight demand in the near future. He had no reason to 
hope, however, that there would be any great demand for cotton 
goods. In view of this it behoved them not to stand on those 
goods alone. The condition of affairs was so grave that it pointed 
to the need for the extension of markets and new railways in 
India. There appeared to be a variety of opinion as to how the 
railways of India should be enlarged and extended. So far as 
their chamber was concerned, they had always been of one 
opinion, and that was that it was for the State to carry out all 
extensions of railways there. It was the duty of Chambers like 
theirs to look ahead, but at the same time he saw no immediate 
sign of improvement. He hoped, however, that they would be 
able to rely upon their leaders in commercial enterprise. 

The President also gave a report as to the recent negotiations 
between the Bradford and Blackburn Chambers of Commerce on 
the question of the commercial mission to China, and other 
matters referred to were Companies Amendment Acts, Indian 
import duties, and yarn contracts. 


Bradford.—At a recent meeting of the Council of the Bradford 
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. T. A. Duncan in the chair, the 
secretary read a letter from the Elberfeld Chamber of Commerce 
with reference to differences between Elberfeld manufacturers 
and Bradford yarn manufacturers. 

Mr. Steinthal said that the statement that there had been differ- 
ences with regard to the reeling of yarns was quite correct. In 
former times, before the Bradford Conditioning-house was esta- 
blished, when there was any difference of the sort it was settled on 
the basis of the Elberfeld establishment; but since the Bradford 
institution was established local spinners and manufacturers had 
naturally looked to the Conditioning-house here as an authority. 
But there had been cases in which the two establishments had 
differed in the reeling of the same yarns, and a good deal of 
irritation and annoyance had been occasioned by this circumstance. 
He had had hanks of yarn reeled in his presence in the Bradford 
Conditioning-house, and had taken these same hanks to Elberfeld 
and had them reeled there in his presence, and different results 
had been obtained. On the average, tle difference had been 
something like five yards to the hank, or 1 per cent. As a 
worsted yarn hank was 560 yards, and the spinner had a latitude 
of 24 per cent., or 14 yards, it had been certain for a long time 
that when the reduction of length fell below 24 per cent. the 
buyer should be entitled to claim the full difference between the 
actual length and the 560 yards. Naturally this difference arose 
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principally upon low qualities of yarns which sailed very near the. 
wind, and there had been cases in which, whilst the Bradford 
Conditioning-house made the yarn come above the 546 yards, 
the Etberfeld establishment brought the length below the full 
allowance. In those cases the merchant fell between two stools, 
not being able to get any allowance from the local spinner and 
yet having to make allowance to the Elberfeld buyer. It seemed 
highly desirable, therefore, that they should be able to arrive at 
some uniform standard as between Bradford and Elberfeld. It 
seemed to him that the difference might be consequent on the 
fact that in the Bradford Conditioning-house each hank of 
yarn was reeled separately by hand, whilst at Elberfeld eight 
hanks were reeled simultaneously by machinery. Probably there 
was something in the contention of the Elberfeld Chamber that 
there was more uniformity of tension with the machine reeling. 
Another point which he might mention was the difference in the 
charges. At Elberfeld 49 hanks of two-fold 32s. yarn were 
reeled for 2 marks; in Bradford the charge was 10s. It must be 
a great advantage to have the reeling done more cheaply. He 
moved that the letter should be referred to the Conditioning- 
house Committee for investigation. 

After some discussion of the matter the course suggested by 
Mr. Steinthal was adopted. 

The secretary read a letter from the India Office with refer- 
ence to the development of British trade with Thibet, and 
also one which had been received from the statistical office at the 
Customs-house stating, in reference to the request of the Bradford 


_Chamber for a separate heading for mohair in the trade accounts 


of the United Kingdom, that directions had been given for com- 
pliance with the request, and the change would be made from 
the beginning of the present year. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Bristol Chamber of 
Commerce was held on December 18 last, Mr. George H. Perrin 
in the chair. 

Upon the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. M. Whit- 
will, jun., leave was granted for the following resolution to 
appear, in the name of the Bristol Chamber, upon the programme 
for the forthcoming London meeting of the Associated Chambers : 
—< That this association reaffirms its opinion that Her Majesty’s 
«« Government should take action to secure an increased supply 
* of well-trained British seamen, as by so doing they would 
* enlarge the resources from which the Royal Navy might draw 
“ its reserves, an increase which is absolutely essential to preserve 
« «the command of the sea,’ for the protection of our commerce 
“ and the food supply of the nation, in addition to insuring the 
“ naval supremacy of the British Empire.” 

Dundee.—A meeting of the Dundee Chamber of Commerce was 
held on December 24 last, Mr. J. C. Buist in the chair. 

The president, in moving the adoption of the minutes, said the 
directors had considered the draft of the despatch which was 
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twice addressed by the Colonial Office to the Governors of Her 
Majesty’s Colonies on the subject of trade between the different 
parts of the British empire, and also on the subject of competition 
with foreign producers, In reply to the request for suggestions 
from the Dundee Chamber, they expressed their satisfaction with 
the action of Mr. Chamberlain, and they hoped that good results 
might accrue from it. The only suggestion they felt called upon 
to make was that it would be interesting were the quantities of jute 
goods exported from India to the various colonies given. They had, 
however, since received a reply from the Colonial Office to the 
effect that such a return would unduly enlarge the scope of the 
inquiry, and that therefore it could not be made. It was just 
12 months since the Dundee Chamber came to a resolution with 
regard to the Indian Factory Acts. They thus far were without 
an answer from the India Office, but the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce had been good enough to send them a copy of their 
reply to the Bengal Government on the subject. 


Glasgow.— The monthly meeting of the Glasgow Chamber of 
Commerce was held on 9th December last, Mr. Walter Duncan 
in the chair. 

The minutes of foreign affairs were read. These referred to 
communications received from the Leeds Chamber with reference 
to the construction of railways in British Burmah, and also the 
memorial which the Chamber had sent to the Secretary for India 
in 1890, and the committee recommended that the Indian 
Government should be asked, with as little delay as possible, to 
give the matter of opening up communication between British 
Burmah and China by railway their attentive consideration. 
With reference to the memorial from Demerara, in regard to the 
sugar industry, asking the Chamber to use their influence with 
the Government,.either to get the bounties given to sugar-makers 
from beetroot by foreign countries stopped, or that a counter- 
vailing duty should be placed on all foreign sugar imported into 
this country equal to the bounty which might have been obtained 
on export, the committee expressed their sympathy with the 
distressed sugar industry in the West Indies, but they could not 
recommend the Chamber to support the petition. 

The Chairman stated that a communication had been received 
enclosing copies of a memorial which had been presented to the 
Secretary of State for India, stating that exporters of Turkey-red 
yarus to India from this country were under a disadvantage 
compared with Continental exporters in the matter of quantities 
contained in their respective bundles. 

Mr. Graham said he understood that this was a real grievance, 
and that the Indian authorities had said they could not interfere. 

The communication, as well as one relating to a measure about 
to be introduced into the French Chamber, and expected to affect 
the importation of coal into France, was remitted to the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

Other matters referred to were—communication with the 
Fastnet Rock, the projected railways in Gold Coazt Colony, 
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Indian merchandise marks, the Companies Act, and the incon- 
veniences of Grangemouth Harbour. 


Leeds.—The monthly meeting of the council of the Leeds 
Chamber of Commerce was held on December 20th last, Mr. E. 
Slater in the chair. 

Several communications from the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce on the subject of the proposed Paris Exhibition of 
1900 were announced. It appeared that the British Govern- 
ment had been invited by the }’rench Government to take part in 
the exhibition, but Lord Salisbury, attaching great value to the 
views of the Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom as 
to the advantage offered by the exhibition to the commercial 
interests of the country, desired to know the opinion of the 
several Chambers.—Mr. Zossenheim expressed the opinion that, 
although exhibitions had become rather stale nowadays, it was 
the duty of the Government to take part in it—Mr. J. W. 
Willans. said that he was quite sure that if we were not repre- 
sented there, our rivals would be in full force, and so ground 
would be lost; and he moved that the council was heartily in 
favour of the Government accepting the invitation. This was 
unanimously agreed to. 

The subject of the Burmah-China railway was brought before 
the council. Mr. Calvert read a letter from the Foreign Office, 
in which Lord Salisbury acknowledged the receipt of a communi- 
cation from the Leeds Chamber on the subject. Several letters, 
the secretary also stated, had been received from other Chambers, 
supporting the resolution passed at a previous meeting of the 
council. A report from Mr. Holt S. Hajlett, which had been 
forwarded to the members of the council on the previous day, was 
then considered. ‘The chairman said it was a most admirable 
report, and stated the whole case very clearly. It showed the 
necessity of their urging the Government to take immediate 
action if they intended to secure the trade in those regions. The 
report, it was further stated, would, when supplied with maps, 
which were not yet ready, be sent out to all the Chambers of the 
country, and the council agreed to forward the following resolu- 
tion on the subiect to the Associated Chambers :—“ That as the 
‘“‘ connection by railway of a seaport in Burmah with South-West 
** China at Ssumao is greatly required, in order to open out to 
“ British trade our new territories in the basin of the Mekong, 
“ and to enable British manufacturers to compete with those of 
“ France in Northern Siam and in South-West China, this 
** association urges upon the Imperial and Indian Governments the 
“ necessity for such a railway leading to Ssumao, either from 
“ Moulmein, vid Siam, or from Rangoon, vii Karenni, to be 
* undertaken or guaranteed by the Government; and also for 
* permission to be obtained from the Chinese Government for 
“ the continuation of the railway through Ssumao into the Chinese 
“ dominions, on conditions not less favourable than those granted 
“to the French for the continuation of their railways into 
China.” 


| | 
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Leicester—A. weeting of the Leicester Chamber of Commerce 
was heid on December 10 last, Mr. W. P. Viccars in the chair. 

Some discussion took place on the desirability of England 
being officially represented at the Paris Exhibition of 1900, and, 
on the motion of Mr. Wates, the resolution of the Central 
Chamber in favour of it was endorsed. 

Mr. Rowlett drew attention to the fact that a system had lately 
grown up in the hosiery and other trades of supplying machinery 
to beginners on the hire system, and it was productive of very 
great harm. He gave an instance within his own knowledge 
where a manufacturer was largely trusted on the strength ‘of 
having a factory full of machinery, and when the creditors. were 
called together it was found that scarcely any of the machinery 
was his own, but was held on the hire system. The result was 
that 1,000/. paid on the machinery was lost to the creditors, as 
the property belonged to the maker till it was wholly paid for. 
That did great harm, by bringing about illegitimate competition, 
and it was desirable from, all points of view that something 
should be done to make the system less easy. It was. agreed 
that Mr. Rowlett should bring the matter before the meeting of 
the Associated Chambers in March next. 


Liverpool.—A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 
13th December last, Mr. Jolin Holt presiding. 

A further letter had been received from the Forsiga Office, 
saying that an agreement has been arrived at with the French 
Government respecting the engagement of Kroo labourers in the 
British and French possessions on the West Coast of Africa, but 
that certain details in connection with the arrangement were still 
under discussion. 

It was also resolved that the Marquis of Salisbury should 
be requested to receive a deputation, with a view to urging the 
necessity which exists for the establishment of a Customs Union 
between the Niger Coast Protectorate and the Niger Territories, 
or some modification of the charter of the Royal Niger Company, 
which will do away with the necessity for maintaining a preven- 
tive service on the frontiers common to the two Protectorates. 

A report of recent proceedings of the Legislative Council of 
the Gold Coast was laid before the committee. The report 
stated that the revenue of the Colony in 1895 was likely to 
exceed the estimates by 27,000/.; that examination was about 
to be made by means of artesian wells for good water for the 
supply of the coast towns; that surveys of the reefs of Accra, 
the bar of the Volta, and other examinations have been begun 
with a view of affording harbour accommodation and developing 
navigation ; that pending decision as to the most suitable harbour 
for railway purposes, it has not been possible to include in the 
estimates for 1896 any provision for railway expenditure ; that 
the roads are being improved; that a telegraph line is being 
constructed between Cape Coast and Prahsu ; ang that. ii the 
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matter of the establishment of a Kroo colony, a site for a Kroo 
village has been selected at Accra. 

The other business consisted of correspondence relating to com- 
mercial statistics, South Africa ; the drawback on spirits exported 
from Lagos to Porto Novo, and the proposed new railways at 
Lagos; and the annual medical report, Sierra Leone. 

A further meeting of the African Trade Section was held on 
the 4th January last under the presidency of Mr. John Holt, at 
which a letter was read from Captain Denton, Acting-Governor 
of Lagos, dated 19th November, handing copies of a notice 
embodying roughly the inducements which he had caused to be 
put before the inhabitants of the different Kroo towns from which 
Jabour is obtained, in the hope that by such means they might be 
persuaded to form permanent settlements in Lagos. The induce- 
ments offered are sites for villages and free grants of land for 
agricultural purposes, gifts of coffee and other plants for cultiva- 
tion, and a bonus in cash to each Krooman who bears a good 
character and produces a certificate of employment which covers 
at least two-thirds of the period of his stay in the colony on the 
completion of five years’ continuous residence. It was further 
announced that the Government would defray the actual cost of 
passage from the Kroo coast to Lago: It was resolved that 
a copy of the notice should be sent to Sir Claude Macdonald, who 
is endeavouring to form a Kroo colony in the Niger Coast Pro- 
tectorate. 


London.—A meeting of the Council of the London Chamber 
of Commerce was held on December 12 last, Mr. W. H. Williams 
in the chair. Mr. Sydney Morse, on behalf of a deputation 
representing a general meeting of members held on the 9th inst., 
submitted a report to the Council on the rating question, and 
stated the reasons for the recommendations therein contained, 
After suggesting certain reforms in the existing system of rating, 
the report urged that any proposed new legislation on rating 
matters should be carefully watched in the interests of members 
of the Chamber, and that the Council should urge upon the 
Government, in the strongest manner, the absolute necessity of 
legislation on the lines indicated. The chairman said the Council 
thanked the deputation for the extreme care they had taken in 
the matter, which would have their best consideration. The 
following resolution was eventually moved by Sir Albert K. Rollit, 
and seconded by Mr. A. J. Hollington :—* That the contents of 
“the report in general, and the advisability of passing the 
“ Exemption of Machinery from Rating Bill, be urged upon the 
“ attention of the Government, and, if necessary, by deputation.” 
This was carried unanimously. 

The secretary submitted ter suggested resolutions for the 
annual meeting of this association in March, of which the 
following seven were approved :—(1.) Secondary education 
(2.) Berne official vocabulary. (3.) Colonial development. (4) . 
Cainmercial attaché: (5.) Commercial representation on exhibi- 
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tion commissions, (6.) Companies’ Acts amendment. (7.) Boards 
of conciliation, 

Other subjects referred to were :--Spanish certificates of origin, 
Companies’ Acts Committee, the Colonial Office ix relation to 
colonial trade, and light railways, 


Manchester An ordinary meeting of the Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce was held on 11th December last, Sir F. Forbes 
Adam in the chair. 

In reply to representations of the Chamber which expressed 
the hope that the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs would 
constitute the consular representative at Fez a salaried official, 
at liberty to devote his whole time to British interests there, a 
letter from the Foreign Office was read stating that a proposal in 
accordance with the wishes of the Chamber was now before 
Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

In compliance with the resolution of the Board of Directors 
at the meeting held on the 13th November, a letter had been 
addressed to the India Office urging the immediate construction 
of a line of railway from Mandalay to a point near the Kunlong 
Ferry on the Salween River, with extension hereafter, when 

racticable, to Talifoo, in preference to giving support, direct or 
indirect, to any other scheme having a somewhat similar object 
in view. In answer to this letter a communication from the 
India Office was read, in which it was stated that the resolution 
passed by the Manchester Chamber of Commerce had been duly 
noted by the Secretary of State, and that the construction of the 
Mandalay-Kunlong Ferry Railway would be proceeded with as 
soon as might be practicable. 

A copy of a memorial to the Secretary of State for India from 
a number of Turkey-red dyers in the West of Scotland had been 
sent to this Chamber with a request for support to the prayer 
of the memorial. The memorialists complained of the illicit 
competition of certain foreign exporters to India of dyed yarn. 
By a notification four years ago of the Governor-Gereral of 
India in Council, which under the above-named Act he was 
empowered to promulgate, the “count” or “number” of cotton 
yarn was thenceforward to be held to be an indication of length. 
The regulation was, however, being evaded by certain non-British 
dyers, who gave short lengths of hanks and marked the total 
number of yards on a ticket outside the bundle in an incon- 
spicuous manner. For example, a bundle of 40’s ought to give 
327,600 yards to a bundle. But, although oo the mark 
** 245,000 yards genuine number 40” outside the bundle, the 
exporter gave 82,600 yards short of the total minimum standard 
length, to the great prejudice of honest exporters. The memo- 
rialists’ ouhelen prayer was that the attention of the Custom- 


house authorities in India might be drawn to the matter, and that, 
if need be, new or amended regulations might be issued which 
would prevent all possibility of the continuance of the deception. 
The memorial was referred to the Yarn Sectional Committee for 
consideration and report. 
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The letter ordered by the Board of Directors at its last meeting 
to be sent to the Foreign Office asking whether it were possible 
under the existing laws of Japan, or existing agreements with 
that country, to protect the property of English subjects in trade 
marks against fraudulent imitation in Japan, had been under the 
consideration of the Marquis of Salisbury. A reply was now 
read, of which the following is an extract :—“ There is no protec- 
“ tion for such rights at present, but Her Majesty’s Government 
“ will-represent any case of fraudulent imitation which may be 
“ brought under its notice to the Japanese Government, in the 
“ hope that they will take any steps that may be possible to put 
“ a stop to it.” 

Other matters under consideration were telegraph charges in 
the Far East, and the import into China of non-chopped piece- 
goods. 

Morley.—A meeting of the Morley Chamber of Commerce was 
held on December 13 last, Mr. J. C. Watson in the chair. The 
proposed commercial mission to China was the principal subject 
that came up for discussion. It was stated that of all towns in 
woollen districts which should be interested in the opening up of 
China, Morley came first, because it made a cheaper class cf 
goods than any other town. 


Noitingham.—At a meeting of the Council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce held on January 6 last, Mr. J. Billyeald 
in the chair, the following resolution, after a long discussion, was 
adopted :— 

“That the secretary write to the Foreign Office and ask that 
Her Majesty’s Consuls and Vice-Consuls in China be instructed 
to supply the Chamber with particulars of textile goods supplied 
or required in respective districts, more particularly with reference 
to lace and hosiery, accompanied by samples and prices as far as 

racticable.” 

Other matters referred to were of Jocal interest only. 


Oldham.—The monthly mecting of the Oldham Chamber of 

Commerce was held on December 16 last, Mr. A. Emmott in the 
chair. 
‘The Secretary reported that he had received a copy of the 
memorandum prepared by Mr. J. S. Black, of Her Majesty’s 
consular service, on openings for British trade in north-east and 
north Siam. It points out that there is an opening for British 
trade in the Laotian provinces, where there would be a demand 
for cheap manufactured articles designed in imitation of the style 
and material there in vogue. Mr. Black collected various articles 
of silk and cotton clothing worn by the natives of the districts, 
and through the kindness of the Foreign Office those articles had 
been forwarded for the inspection of members of the Chambers of 
Commerce at the Central Office, in London. 

The Secretary read a communication from the Foreign Office, 
inviting the opinion of the Chambers of Commerce as to the 
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expediency of the Government taking part officially in the 
International Exhibition to be held in Paris in 1900. On the 
motion of Mr. Marsland, seconded by Mr. Ingham, it was agreed 
to approve of the resolution of the Executive Council of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce urging the Government to 
accept the invitation. 

The Chairman made a long statement with reference to the 
Indian import duties and the interview obtained by a deputation 
with Lord George Hamilton on the subject. Companies Act 
Amendment and yarn contracts also came up for discussion. 


Walsall.—-A meeting of the Council of the Walsall Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 23rd December last, Mr. W. E. Blyth 
in the chair. 

The report of the Wolverhampton Chamber on foreign competi- 
tion in the hardware trade was fully discussed, and subsequently 
it was decided to send a copy of the report to every member of 
the Chamber. 

With regard to the Walsall inquiry as to foreign trade with 
special reference to the competition in the brush trade, it was 
found that the information to hand was old and imperfect in many 
details, and it was resolved to apply for further information. 

Mr. Hill drew attention to the fact that the Government of 
New Zealand, finding apparently that their tax on English trade 
was not successful, were now requiring travellers to deposit 50/., 
as well as pay the duty on their samples, the object being to take 
the tax on trade out of the deposit. That’ meant that a traveller 
going into Auckland, for instance, would have to pay down about 
1007. Of course it was promised to be returned when he left, but 
often it took months to get the money back. He moved that 
they should write to Mr. Chamberlain, the Colonial Secretary, 
drawing his attention to this, and asking him to take some steps 
in it. Hitherto he seemed simply to have sent their letters of 
complaint on to the New Zealand Government. 

The President seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously, 

A communication having been received as to the Paris exhibi- 
tion, the President reported that the General Purposes Committee 
had written that they would support any effort to obtain direct 
representation on the Royal Commission, but that as to sending 
goods, Walsall manufacturers found that doing so was detrimental 
to their trade, as it simply enabled foreigners to compete the 
better with them. 

This letter was unanimously approved. 

Reference was also made to the decimal system and certificates 


of origin for Spain. 
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XX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Reports by Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on Bounties, 
other than those on Shipping and Navigation, paid by the State in 
the Countries in which they reside. Commercial No, 7 (1895). 
(C. 7897.) Price 34d. 


This publication, which is in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper, Commercial, No. 26 (1889), C. 5867, contains the replies 
of Her Majesty’s representatives abroad to the following circular 
addressed by the Earl of Kimberley. 


Sir, ° Foreign Office, February 19, 1895. 
With reference to the circular of the 2nd May 1889, 
relative to bounties, I enclose a copy of a letter from the Board of 
Trade, and, in accordance with the request made therein, I have 
to request you to furnish me, as soon as convenient, with a report 
on bounties other than those on shipping and navigation. 
I am, We., 
(Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


The enclosure referred to in the circular was as follows :— 
Board of Trade, London, 
Str, January 24, 1895. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to state, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that 
they have received an application from the Royal Commission on 
Agricultural Depression asking to be furnished with full details 
respecting any bounties which may be accorded either in foreign 
countries or British possessions on agricultural production, or on 
the export of agricultural produce. Since the issue of the 
Parliamentary paper “ Commercial No. 26 (1889),” the Board have 
received only fragmentary information bearing on the question of 
the bounties given abroad ; and in order to insure that the Royal 
Commission should be furnished with as accurate and recent details 
as possible, I am to ask you to be good enough to move Lord 
Kimberley, should he see no objection, to cause instructions to be 
issued with a view to obtaining reports from Her Majesty’s 
representatives in various countries, explaining the present 
situation in each country with regard to the subjects dealt with in 
the above-mentioned paper, and also with regard to bounties on the 
production or exportation of sugar. 

It would be a convenience both to this Board and to the Royal 
Commission if the information now asked for could be supplied as 
soon as possible. 


I have, &c., 
(Signed) R. GIrFEen, 
Replies were received from the Argentine Republic, Austria- 
Hungary, Baden (Grand Duchy of), Bavaria and Wurtemberg, 
Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, Egypt, 
France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 
Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, Persia, Peru, Portugal, 
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Roumania, Russia, Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, Saxony, Servia, 
Siam, Spain, Sweden and Norway, Switzerland, Turkey, United 
States, Uruguay, Zanzibar. 


2. Rule of the Road at Sea, Report of the Committee appointed 
by the President of the Board of Trade on the Screening of Ships’ 
Side- Lights,and Minutes of Evidence and Appendices. 1. Report. 
(C. 7908.) Price 24d. 


This contains the report of the Committee appointed on the 
18th March 1895. to consider and report— 


1. Whether the rule laid down in the Order in Council of 
January 30th, 1893, is in accord with, and calculated to secure 
compliance with, the requirements of Articles 3 and 15 of the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, as to 
the fixing and sreening of the side-lights of vessels. 

2. Whether it is desirable in the interests of safety, and in 
order to secure due compliance with the above-named articles, 
that any, and what, alterations should be made in the instructions 
issued by the Board of Trade to their surveyors in the matter. 

In concluding their report, the Committee make the following 
recommendations which, are limited to the matters directly involved 
in the questions submitted to them :— 

1. That the Order in Council of January 30th, 1893, be 
cancelled. 

2. That in the case of oil lamps the forward edge of the screen, 
or chock on it, should be in a line parallel to the keel with the 
inside edge of the wick. 

3. That in the case of electric lights there should be a similar 
screening in regard to the inside edge of the filament. 

4. That the breadth of the wick or system of wicks of each oil 
lamp, and of the filaments in the case of the electric light, should 
be not more than 2 inches nor less than 1 inch, measured at right 
angles to the fore-and-aft line of the ship. m 

5. That the visibility of the green light should as nearly as 
possible be equalised to that of the red by the employment of 
higher candle-power ; and that the masthead light should not be 
so powerful as to diminish the visibility of the side-lights. 


3. Local Government Board. Reports and Papers on the Port 
and Riparian Sanitary Survey of England and Wales, 1893-94, 
with an Introduction by the Medical Officer of the Local Govern- 
ment Board. (C.'7812.) Price 6s. 10d. 


This publication contains, in addition to the introduction by the 
medical officer, a general report on the sanitary survey of the 
coast: line of England and Wales, 1893-94, by Dr. F. Barry ; 
detailed reports with respect to port and riparian sanitary districts 
inspected, 1893-94; a report on certain circumstances connected 
with the Manchester Ship Canal, by Dr. R. Bruce Low; table 
showing the port sanitary districts, urban sanitary districts, and 
parishes of rural sanitary districts riparian to the several customs 
ports of England and Wales, 
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As an appendix the following are given :—(1) Form oi report 
of sanitary inspection ; (2) general cholera order of August 28th, 
1890 ; (3) supplemental cholera order of September 6th, 1892 ; 
(4) specimen code of regulations made under section 125 of the 
Public Health Act, 1875; (5) specimen order constituting one of 
the riparian authorities of a Customs port the port sanitary 
authority for a combination of districts; (6) specimen order 
constituting a joint board the port sanitary authority of a 
combination of districts; (7) specimen order fixing a mooring 
station outside the district of a sanitary authority ; (8) excerpt from 
a general order of the Board, dated the 19th June 1893, defining 
the duties of port medical officers of health; (9) excerpt from a 
general order of the Board, dated 19th July 1893, defining the 


duties of port inspectors of nuisances. 


4. Companies (Winding-up). Fourth General Annual Report 
by the Board of Trade under Section 29 of the Companies 
(Winding-up) Act, 1890. 453. Price 84d. 


This is the fourth annual report on the various matters, 
administrative, financial, and judicial, under the Companies 
(Winding-up) Act, 1890. It includes a report and statistical 
tables, prepared by the Inspector-General in Companies Liquida- 
tion, furnishing particulars of the amount and character of 
company insolvency, and of the results of winding up, so far 
as ascertained during the year 1894, and a report by the Solicitor 
to the Board of Trade on legal proceedings conducted by him 
under the Act. a 

With reference to the financial results, the following account of 
receipts and expenditure has been prepared by the Treasury, and 

resented to both Houses of Parliament in pursuance of section 28 
of the Act :— 
Account showing the Recerpts and ExPEnpITuRE in respect 
of Proceedings under the Act during the Year ended 31st 
March 1895. 


Amounts Amounts 
Particulars of Receipts. (Provisional Particulars of Expenditure. | (Provisional 
| Figures). | Figures), 
| £ ad. 
Net amount received by the Salaries of officerst - -, 25,62717 9 
Inland Revenue Depariment 
for Stamps issued in respect Miscellaneous expenses —- | 3,588 6 1 
of business under the Act 
(less estimated cost of collec- Rent, rates, fuel, light, &c. - | 3,714 14 10 
tion and manufacture) - 6,286 9 5 : | 
Amount of fees received in Stationery - . - 1,555 10 5 
cash (including fees received 
in the County Court Depart- 
ment of er Majesty's 
‘Treasury ) . - -| 17,722.6 5 | 
Dividends on Funds invested 
under section 16 of the Act*- 9,601 14 2 
Total - - - $3,610 10 0 Total ° 34,486 9 1 


* After deduction of interest paid out: under section 18 of the Companies (Winding-up) Act 
being 1,9451. 188. 2d. in 1894-95. , 

+ Includjng a sum of 4,500/. representing the services of officers of the Inspector-General in 
Bankruptcy, and a sum of 31,0007. representing the services of officers of other departments ot 
the Board of Trade, 


} 
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The receipts and expenditure for 1893-94, published in the last 
report, were subject to certain corrections. As finally audited, 
they were respectively 35,9421. and 33,809/. There has ac- 
cordingly, in the year 1894—95, been a decrease in the receipts of 
2,332/. and an increase in the expenditure of 677/. The decrease 
in the receipts arises mainly under the head of Dividends on 
Funds Invested. This was to be expected, as the large balances 
paid into the Companies Liquidation Account during the 
Australian bank crisis in 1893-94 tended to rise the revenue 
from investments to an abnormal amount. It is also to be noted 
that in 1894-95 a considerably larger amount (7.c., 1,109/ in 
excess of the amount in the previous year) was credited to 
companies by way of interest under section 18 of the Act, and 
the revenue was correspondingly reduced. The expenditure 
shows very slight fluctuations as compared with the previous 
year. The largest difference is under the head of Miscellaneous 
Expenses. This is caused by increased expenditure under the 
head of Law Costs, Scrivenery, Postage, and Incidentals. It is 
to be observed that the expenditure has for the first time 
exceeded the receipts. The excess is small (876/.), and can be 
met out of the surplus previously accumulated without involving 
any charge on the general revenue of the country. . 

The total payments into and out of this account during the 
year and the four years ended 3lst December 1894 were as 
follows 


Under Section 11. | Under Section 15. 


Total. 


sean For the For the Pour Forthe | Forthe | Forthe For the Four 
Year ended Years ended | Yearended Four Years Yearended Years ended 
!31 December 31 December |31 December | ended 31 De- 31 December | 31 December 
1804. 1894. | cember 1894., 1894, 1894, 


| 
Payments in 985,882 7 2 5,560,24017 9 84,542 10 6 672,861 11 3, 1,070,42417 8 6,242,102 9 0 


| 


Payments out - 1,055,286 2 2 (8,288,600 10 6 149,330 8 2 482,586 7 7 1,204,61610 4 5,71,27618 1 


Balance on 31 «ad. ‘£8. £ s. d. 
December 1894. 280,550 7 38 | 190.275 3 8 470,825 10 11 


5. Abstracts of the Returns made to the Board of Trade of 
Shipping Casualties which occurred on or near the Coasts or 
in Rivers and Harbours of the United Kingdom from the \st July 
1893 to the 30th June 1894; also of the Returns made to the Board 
of Trade during the Year 1893-94 of Shipping Casualties which 
occurred to British Vessels elsewhere than on the Coasts of the 
United Kingdom, and to Foreign Vessels on or near the Coasts or in 
Rivers and Harbours of British Possessions Abroad, With Charts 
and Appendices, (C, 7858.) Price 4s. 5d. 

This is the annual return relating to wrecks which is prepared 
and issued by the Marine Department of the Board of Trade, 
It shows that the total number of sea casualties recorded in 
1893--94 (total losses and serious and minor casualties) was 7,217, 
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or 1,651 more than the number in 1892-93, and 189 more than 
the number in the preceding year. 

The total losses and serious casualties together were 2,508 in 
number, which was 365 more than the number in 1892-93, but 
291 less than the number in 1891-92. 

The number of total losses was 584 (tonnage 200,622), which 
was higher by 232 as regards number, und by 45,860 as regards 
tonnage, than 1892-93; higher by 37 as regards number, and 
by 3,619 as regards tonnage, than 1891-92; and lower by 44 in 
number, and by 17,429 in tons, than the average for the 18 years. 

The broad results of the tables are that 11,303 vessels 
of all descriptions (tonnage 3,924,925) belonging to the United 
Kingdom were totally lost in the 18 years ended June 1894. 
The average annual loss was 628 vessels (tonnage 218,051). 
The losses of sailing vessels fell from an average of 503 vessels 
(tonnage 128,948) for the 18 years to an actual loss of 430 
vessels (tonnage 83,071) in 1893-94. The losses of steam vessels 
were 154 (tonnage 117,551), while the average for the 18 years 
was 134 vessels (tonnage 89,104). The number of sailing vessels 
lost was higher than in any year since 1887-88, whilst the sailing 
tonnage lost was lower than in any year on record except 
1892-93. These fluctuations are partly accounted fur by the 
great gale of the 16th to the 20th November 1893, which caused 
the loss of a large number of sailing vessels of small tonnage on 
the coasts of the United Kingdom. ‘The number of steam vessels 
lost was higher than in any year on record except 1882-83 and 
1884-85, and the tonnage higher than in any year except 
1884-85. 

During the last 18 years 5,165 wrecks and casualties to ships 
belonging to the United Kingdom have been attended with fatal 
results to 32,312 persons, of wham 28,552 were employed in the 
navigation of the vessels and 3,760 were passengers. 

The average annual loss during the 18 years was 1,795 persons, 
consisting of 1,586 crew and 209 passengers; and the loss in 
1893-94 was 1,649 persons, of whom 1,520 were crew and 129 
passengers. These figures show a decrease of 66 in the number of 
seamen lost anda decrease of 80 in the number of passengers lost 
as compared with the average for the 18 years. The number of 
casualties (314) attended with loss of life was higher than in any 
year since 1883-84. 

The average number of seamen lost in sailing vessels was 
1,073 and of passengers 61, against 874 seamen and 91 passengers 
lost in 1893-94. 

The average number of seamen lost in steamships was 514 and 
of passengers 148, against 646 seamen and 38 passengers lost in 
1893-94. 
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XXIL—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


DenmakK.---Marseilles has been added to the list of ports 
included in the notice published in page 732 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for December last. 


Iraty.—The Board of Trade have received, through the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the following translation of 
{talian Sanitary Ordinances 

In order to assimilate the measures in force against localities 
infected with cholera to the regulations published with regard to 
the administration of the Italian sanitary service, and inasmuch 
as the danger of cholera being imported intuv Italy from the 
countries and districts mentioned immediately below, is admitted 
to exist, viz., from European and Asiatic Turkey ; the coasts of 
the Black Sea and the Sea of Azof; the Russian coasts of the 
Baltic Sea; and the Danube ports of Russia and Roumania, 
Morocco, and Egypt ; and in view of the above-mentioned regu- 
lations respecting the sanitary service approved by Royal Decree, 
dated September 29, 1895, the Ministry of the Interior decrees as 
follows :— 

Art. 1. The regulations contained in Article 97, &c., of the 
above-mentioned law will be applied to vessels coming from the 
said places. 

Art. 2. For vessels coming from these places and intending to 
obtain free pratique in Italian ports, the medical visit and disin- 
fection of dirty linen for personal er domestic use on board will 
take place in the first of such ports at which they touch, 

At the other ports the medical visit and disinfection will be 
limited to persons and dirty linen for personal or domestic use 
which have been disembarked. 

Art. 3, Mail steamers, which although touching at Italian ports 
proceed to foreign ports, can Jand passengers and goods in accord- 
ance with the regulations of Art. 91 of the above-mentioned law, 
without it being necessary for them tu obtain a special authorisa- 
tion from the prefect of the province in order to do so. 

Art. 97. All ships will be subjected to a rigorous medical 
inspection of their passengers, and all their personal and domestic 
effects to disinfection, which are not found to be perfectly clean. 

The doctors entrusted with visiting the ship will decide in 
individual cases if the clothes of the passengers and crew must 
also be subjected to disinfection. 

Art. 98. Ships on which cases of cholera have been verified 
during the voyage, or which, on their arrival, have cases or 
suspected cases of this illness on board, will be sent to the 
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nearest quarantine station of Asinara, Poveglia, or Augusta, to 
undergo inspection and disinfection which, according to the 
previous Article and those other sanitary measures, shall have 
been determined upon from time to time by the Ministry of the 
Interior. 

Ships falling into this condition during the voyage can steer 
direct for those quarantine stations before approaching any other 
Italian port, announcing the fact, if possible, by means of the 
semaphore. 

Art. 99. These ships can be dispensed from proceeding to a 
quarantine station to undergo measures, in accordance with the 
preceding Article, when, although cases of cholera have been 
verified on the journey, no other cases have occurred for at least 
five days on board after the complete cure or death of the sick 
person, and when they have a doctor on board and a stove for 
disinfection, according to the regulations. 

The sanitary measures prescribed under these circumstances 
will be applied in the port itself at which the ship touches, or in 
the neighbouring sanitary stations. In no case, however, must 
the bilge water of the ship (L’acqua della sentina) be emptied 
into the harbour if it has not first been disinfected according to 
the Ministerial instructions. 

Art. 91. Ships which must submit to sanitary measures in 
accordance with the present regulations or ordinances in force, 
in order to be admitted to free pratique on account of their ports 
of departure, or of circumstances which have occurred during the 
voyage, will be able, without obtaining free pratique, to load and 
unload their goods, and even passengers, if they submit to all 
those measures of precaution which shall be considered necessary 
to avoid other contact with the shore. 

In the case of the Janding of passengers, a special permission 
must be obtained from the prefect, who will only grant it on the 
advice of the provincial doctor, 

Passengers and cargo which are landed will be subject to the 
sanitary measures prescribed in their case. 

Art. 92. The Minister of the Interior,in agreement with the 
Minister of Marine, will be able, under ordinary circumstances, 
to release ships from the obligation of presenting a bill of health 
on their arrival when they come from specified ports designated 
by special ordinance, 


PortucaL.—Telegrams have been received from Her Majesty's 
representatives at Lisbon reporting that Rabat is declared infected 
with cholera from December 1 last. Pernambuco and other paits 
of the province free from yellow fever from the same date. 
Tangiers suspected of cholera from December 11 last. Austro- 
Hlungarian ports free from yellow fever since December 1 last, 
and Alexandria infected with cholera, 


Jan, 1896.) QUARANTINE NOTICES, 111 


Spatn.—Tetuan and Tangier are now declared clean and free 
pratique granted to arrivals therefrom. Rabat is still considered 
foul. Quarantine is imposed on arrivals from Casa Blanca and 
Mazagan. 


BuiGartA.—The Board of Trade have received, through the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a despatch, 
dated December 14, 1895, from Her Majesty’s Representative 
at Sofia, enclosing the following circular relating to sanitary 
precautions adopted in Bulgaria :-— 

1, Vessels arriving in Bulgarian ports from Egypt and Asia 
Minor which have undergone quarantine at Constantinuple or 
some other Ottoman port, and those which, arriving from a non- 
contaminated port have had no case of cholera on board are 
admitted to free pratique. 

2, Vessels which, when leaving an infected port have any case 


of cholera on board but not repeated for seven consecutive days 
will be subjected : 

(a.) To medical inspection. 

(b.) To disinfection of the soiled linen and wearing apparel of 


both passengers and crew, when the quarantine authorities 
consider such disinfection necessary. 


(c.) The holds will be emptied, carefully disinfected, and re- 
filled with pure water. 


(d.) Travellers will be subjected to five days’ medical super- | 

vision at home, and the crew to five days medical visits, 

(e,) The crew will not be allowed ashore, except in cases of 

great necessity, when on duty, 

3. Vessels which have had cages of cholera on board for seven 
days will be considered as infectell and subjected to the following 
measures :— 

(a.) The sick persons will be isolated in the lazaret ashore. 

(d.) All cther travellers will land, if possible, and be subjected 

to medical visit at the lazaret for five days. 

(c.) Soiled linen and wearing apparel will be treated as in the 

preceding section. 

4, The following articles from infected places are forbidden 
entry into Bulgaria :— 

(a.) Soiled linen, old clothes, and soiled bed-linen, such as 

mattresses, blankets, &c. 


(b.) Rags and fragments, which, not coming direct from a 
factory, have not been sent in bales bound with iron hooping 
and marked with the number and mark of the authorities of 
the place of origin. Generally speaking, all effects, new and 


used, coming direct from a factory are permitted entry into 
Bulgaria. 


Marta.—The prohibition of the importation of hams from 
Italy is now removed, 
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XXIL—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


InsuRANCE OF ParcgLs FOR FRANCE AND FOR OTHER 
Countries viA FRANCE. 


Parcels sent by Parcel Post to Franve, Algeria, and Corsica, 
and vid France to Italy, Switzerland, Egypt, Constantinople, 
and Smvrna, can now be insured for any sum not exceeding me 
under the usual conditions. 


The insurance fee will be :-— 
For a sum not exceeding 12/._ - Sd. 
For a sum exceeding 12é but not exceeding 201 - The. 


Coin, articles of gold or silver, jewellery, lace, and objects of 
ari, which have hitherto not been’ transmissible by Parcel Post 
to the countries mentioned above, may now be sent, provided that 
they are insured. 


Parcet Post to British BECHUANALAND. ReEDUCTION OF 
PosTaGE. 


The Colony of British Bechuanaland having been annexed to 
the Cape Colony, the postage on parcels for British Bechuanaland 
is pow the same az that on parcels for the Cape Colony, viz., 9d. 
for every pound or fraction of a pound up to 11 Ib. 

The Post Offices thus transferred to the Cape Colony are 
those of— 


Bailey-Brith, Keimoes, Morokwen, 
Devondale, Kuruman, Mosita, 

Dry Hartz, Mafeking, Setlagoli, 
Geluk, Maribogo, Taungs, 
Genesa, Maritzani, Vryburg, and 
Groot Chwaing, Mier, Zwart Modder. 


No alteration bas taken place in the postage on parcels for the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate or other parts of Rhodesia. 


| 


Jan. 1896.] 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 


XXIII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 
I.—Fore1en TRADE OF THE UntTED 
STATEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exrorts from the 
Unrrev Kivapom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 
31st December 1895, compared with the corresponding periods of 


the year 1894. 


Monte ENDED DECEMBER. 
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I. Imports From Foreign Countries AND British PossEssrons. 


Month ended 
8ist December 
1895. | 1894. 
I, Animals, living (for food) 679,631 516,765 162,866 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- | 
able - | 2,328,222 | 9,259,995 68,297 
Tobacco, dutiable 299,622 | 229,748 69,874 
III. Metals 1,766,646 2,450,7708| 315,876 
Iv. and _ tanning 
498,925 424,068 74,257 
VI. Raw materials for textile abet 8,203,741 7,262,054 940,787 a 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 3,423,617 2,780,024 643,593 — 
VIII. Manufactured articles 5,918,317 | 5,263,443 655,174 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles 1,315,159 | 7,155,569 159,590 
(B.) Parcel post 68,922 48,289 20,633 
Total Value + + =| 36,967,505 | 33,072,480, 3,807,025 


II. Exports or Britisu AND Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURE. 


2 £ 
I. Animals, living - - - - 68,630 59,532 9,098 | — 
If. Articles of food and drink - - 898,792 860,186 38,606 as 
Raw materials - - - - 1,355,244 1,547 021 192,37 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 8,523,708 | 7,783,978 740,485 | 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - 2,879,048 2,288,452 640,596 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 1,821,938 1,079,308 242,630 
(D.) Apparel and articles cf personal use 839,063 678,577 160,492 — 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 669,570 652,448 17,122 = 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 2,475,609 2,482,039 - 6,430 
(G.) Parcel post - 147,941 119,210 28,781 
Total Value 19,179,588 | 77,600,585 | 1,678,953 - 
III. Exrorts or Foreign anp CoLontaL 
z £ 
Total Value’ - - - 5,027,446 4,827,861 199,585, 


H 


| 
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I.—Foreian TRADE OF THE UNITED KinapomM—cont, 


TWELVE ENDED DECEMBER. 


I, Imports From ForricN CouNnTRIES AND British Possesstons. 


Twelve Months ended | 
3ist December 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1895 | 1894. 
£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - | 8,966,252 9,089,883 123,634 
Il. (A) Articles of food and drink, duty | 
= | 140,125,616 | 139,450,409 675,147 = 
ny aa of food and drink, duti- | 
| 25,007,513 | 24,085,525 811,988 
vacco, dutiable - - . 2,337,783 | 3,472,256 134,473 

ITT. Metals - - | 18,645,036 | 79,050,778 _ 405,082 

IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and “tanning 
substances 6,319,594 238,655 

V. Oils - - 8,110,625 7505504 605,121 
VI. Raw materials for textile | 70,772,860 | 70,626,057 146,803 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | 

and manufactures - - 44,114,973 | 43,091,405 1,023,568 _ 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - | 75,625,242 | 68,924,636 6,700,606 _ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - | 14,855,380 | 75,779,877 1,364,491 
(B.) Parcel post - - 978,101 808,892 169,209 
| 
Total Value . 416,687,630 408,344,870 | 8,342,820 | 
| 


{I. Exports or British AND Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ | £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living - 790,812 666,332 124,480 
IL. Articles of food and drink - - | 11,051,209 | 70,699,973 351,236 _ 
Ill. Raw materials - . - - | 18,334,292 | 79,870,587 _ 1,476,295 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - | 101,423,997 | 96,025,467 5,398,530 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 28,907,347 | 27,979,600 927,847 — 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 15,215,110 | 74,205,275 | 1,009,895 = 
(D.) Appareland articlesof personal use | 9,319,939 8,736,702 583,237 
(.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- 
cival preparations - - | 8,295,400 8,470,620 175,220 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 31,493,137 | 28,790,801 3,372,336 
(G.) Parcel post - - - -| 1,887,931 1,109,136 228,795 
Total Value - - - | 226,169,174 915,824,838 | 10,344,841 | _ 
Il. Exports or Foreign anp CoLontAL Procuce. 
F | £ 
Toial Vaiue - =| 59,970,763 | 57,961,584 _ 
] 


| 
2,000,229 
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Prioss. 


Return of the Quantities and Averace Prices of Britis 
Corn, ImrerR1aAL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | Oate. 
Quantities sold. 
| 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 7th December 1895 - 32,906 7 164,382 3 17,583 1 
14th -| 29,010 7 | 152,223 3 19,506 7 
r 21st ‘ -| 28,571 0 | 136,157 7 | 19,946 7 
28th -| 24,377 0 | 103,556 4 | 16,168 5 
December 1895 - - - | 114,865 6 | 556,320 1 | 73,155 4 
Corresponding month in 1894 - | 244,832 7 | 715,104 4 | 99,431 7 
1893 - | 241,449 | 588,124 7 | 74,636 3 
| 
Average Prices. 
a d, 
Week ended 7th December 1895 - 24 11 24 5 14 1 
14th 24 9 23 11 13 11 
” 21st ” - 25 (1 23 8 13 11 
28th - 25 23 11 13 10 
December 1895+ - ~ 24 11 23 11 13 11 
November 1895 - - - 25 9 25 4 142 
September ,, - - . 22 10 24 0 437 
August Pm - - - 24 3 20 3 15 7 
July - 24 9 19 16 1 
June - - 25 9 19 7 16 0 
May - - | 22 3 20 5 15 ¢ 
April - -| #8 21 0 2 
March - | 19 11 94 68 13 10 
February ,, - 20 O 2/1 9 13 8 
January : - 20 7 21 6 13 11 
December 1894 - - - 7 14°47 
1S93 - 26 8 28 1S 
1899 - 2% 3 249 1610 
» 1891 « - 37 6 99.11 | 3 
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1895. 


(Jan. 1896. 


Return of the Numpers, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unirep Kinepom for Praces out of 
Eurors during the Month ended 3lst December 1895, and the 
‘Twelve Months ended 31st December 1895, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


fo 
United Austral- | of Good corre: 
Nationalities. States. in, other Total. spondin 9 
atal. ‘onth, 
1894. 
Month ended 31st December. 
English . - 2,065 177 570 1,223 789 4,824 5,049 
Scotch - - 323 18 35 153 55 534 574 
Irish - - 537 19 19 18 21 614 838 
| 214 | 1,394 sos | 6,022 | 6467 
Foreigners - - 2,255 248 15 543 153 3,214 3,161 
Total - 5,181 462 OM 1,987 1,250 9,474 9,868 
Total for corre- 
/; ‘ing 6,614 346 751 1,118 1,047 9,868 ~ 
Month, 1894 - 
Twelve Months ended 31st December. 
English - « - 61,237 14,176 9,299 17,882 10,059 112,653 99,590 
Scotch - . - 13,231 1,363 617 2,075 941 18,227 14y432 
Trish - - | 52,178 1,119 616 297 276 54,486 42,008 

Total of British} | 196,01 | 16658 | 10,582 | 20,254 | 11,276 | 185306 | 436,030 
Foreigners - - 68,917 5,668 232 5,761 2,160 82,738 67,032 
Nationalities not 

65 3 | 354 | 3,750 | 376s 
Total | 195,676 22,391 10,788 26,018 16,981 271,854 | 926,s97 
Total for corre- 
aoe } 159,434 23,683 11,154 16,760 15,852 | 226,897 ~ 
Months, 1894 - 


Note.—The above figures, being made up at ne earliest possible date after the close of each 


month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| | 
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1895. 


Rerurn of the Number of Ariens that arrived from the Continent at Porrst in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December 
1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. c. 11. 


sect. 2.) 
Gothenburg, 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | — Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven.| and Antwerp. | Ports, 
1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. , 7894. | 1895. | 71894. 
| 
i 


Month ended 31st December. 


Alions not stated to be en 
route to America: * 


48} 1061] 
| 


Arrived at London ° 690 426 250 195 | 73 68 — _ 

Grimsby 116 63 3h 39 7 14 164) 720 
Hull - 61) 4% 52] 68 | — | 55| 79| 213| 
Tyne Ports - 17 15 26 15 180 126 — | 108 gf 326 | 247 
Leith - - 18 22 55 — 98 55 
Newhaven - 353 400 5 358 400 
» Other ports - 45 85 | 109 7 6) — 128! 793 360 | 297 

Total - -| 947] 655) 363| 383] 288) 353/ 400) 371 353 | $2,580 | $2,059 


Aliens en route to America: | 


Arrived at Grimsby - - 2 96 105 23 89 - - 33 32 152 178 
- 39 44 271) 165) — 274| 724) 599 
Leith - - 221 213 10 65; — 10 2 | 241 270 

Other ports - — 76 56 | 1}; 98 185| 146 


Total - -| 517| 93! 295) — | — 415] 1,453) 


Total of aliens en route and | | 
of aliens not stated tobe ¢| 1,464] 998 | 752] 606) 678! 353 | 400) 845 4,033 | 3,347 
en route to America* | 


Twelve Months ended 31st December. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America :* 
Total No. = | 14,029 | 70,878 | 5,358 6,329 5,932 | 5,977 | 7,063 | 6,763 | 8,033 | 8,62¢ $40,415 t3s,503 


Aliens en route to America : 
Total No. -| 7,414! 7,263 | 3,922 | 5,005 | 16,014 | 9,800 | 17,022 | 13,065 | 44,372 35,734; 
Total of aliens en route and 


en route to America* - 


of aliens not stated to be 7/ 21,4483 | 78,087 | 9,280 | 77,384 | 21,946 | 75,777 | 7,063 | 6,764 125,055 21,687 |$84,787 t73,637 


* The distinction made in this Return between“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Alieas who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
the Continent. (See A l Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 213, Sess. 1895, and Monthly Emigration 


Returns.) 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middles- 
brough, Neweastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The 
lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons 
who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. “ 

t The number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived xt ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of December 1895 was 629, and 562 in the same month of 1894; in the twelve months ended 
December of 1895 the number was 9,854, and in the same months of 1894 the number was 9,821. 


117 


118 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


V.—BaNKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


(Jan. 1896. 


Nomeper of Reocerving Orpers GAZETTED in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 


eecupations :— 


Farmers - - - 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 
Grocers, &c. - - 
Builders - - 
Butchers - - 
Boot and shoe manefecturers and dealers 
Tailors, &e. - 

Bakers - - 
Drapers, haberdsshers, ‘Ke. 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. 


Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. 
nts, commission and general 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers 
Auctioneers 
Clerks, commercial and general 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &e. - 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - 
Solicitors - - 
Traveliers, commercial, &c. 
Provision merchants, &c. 
Engineers and founders, &c. 
Tobacconists, &c. 
Carpenters and joiners - 
General dealers - 
Jewellers, watchmakers, “importers 
silversmiths, &c. - 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, rs 
Ironmongers - - 
Confectioners - - 
Merchants - ae 
Cabinet-makers and 


Saddlers and harness makers 

Printers and publishers - 

Furniture dealers and makers -~ 

Wine and spirit merchants, &c. 

Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers - 

Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - - 

Lodging-house 

Stationers - 

Corn, flour, seed, hay, ai straw mer- 
chants and dealers - - 

Gardeners, florists, 


Millers - - 
Wheelwrights - 
Milliners, dressmakers, &e, - - 


Twelve Months 

December ended December 

1895. | 1894. 1895. | 1894. 
No. No. No. No. 
386 329 | 4,440 | 4,778 
27 34 313 281 
23 23 311 357 
26 19 289 280 
17 21 229 284 
6 7 144 119 
8 6 124 110 
8 7 100 104 
10 6 99 135 
1l 6 88 105 
6 8 75 57 
7 9 74 99 
18 5 74 62 
8 3 69 66 
1 7 57 53 
6 9 56 59 
9 2 48 52 
2 3 42 39 
4 1 42 383 
4 2 41 37 
3 2 39 38 
3 2 39 44 
3 2 37 37 
5 1 37 44 
3 4 36 386 
1 4 35 71 
5 1 35 27 
2 5 33 38 
2 3 33 36 
2 ne 32 33 
3 2 32 41 
2 — 30 34 
7 28 25 
4 ae 28 35 
27 20 
27 26 
4 5 27 36 
5 2 26 34 
1 q 25 20 
2 4 25 47 
4 oni 25 16 
2 3 23 20 
1 2 22 15 
2 4 22 29 


| 

| 
| | 
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: Twelve Months 
ended December 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894, 
; Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. | No. No. No. 
occupations—cont, 
Clerks in holy orders - : 3 | -- 22 17 
Contractors - 3 2 20 18 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. — | 1 19 12 
Restaurant, coffee, and cating-house | 
keepers -_— 1 19 26 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters — _ 19 20 
Officers in Army - - 3 at = 30 
Schoolmasters 2 | 17 25 
Carriage, &c. builders - a 4 16 28 
China, glass, and &e. 
dealers - _ 3 16 14 
Biacksmiths, farriers, &e. 1 15 24 
Curriers, tanners, and leather 15 1s 
‘Timber merchants and wood dealers - 14 34 
Architects and surveyors - — | -_ 13 14 f 
Brokers, stock and share - 4 | 7] 13 21 
Directors and promoters of public 
companies - - 11 18 
Photographers - - - - 4 -- 11 6 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - - -- 9 7 
Booksellers and publishers - - 1 — 8 9 
Cab, coach, and omnibus ~ | 2 ll 
Cattle and pig dealers - — _ 6 20 


Vi.—Export or Live ANIMALS From [RELAND To GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Return of the Number of Anm™Ats exported from IRELAND to Great 
Britain during the Month ended 31st December 1895, and during 
the Twelve Months of the Year 1895, compared with the cor- 
responding Periods of the Year 1894, 


D be Twelve Months 
ended December 
Animals, 
1895. | 1894. | 1895. | 1894. 
No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - | 48,218 | 69,483 | 781,331 | 827,957 
Sheep - | 15,749 | 35,867 | 649,934 | 957,969 
Swine - - - | 72,788 | 97,409 | 549,511 | 586,552 
Horses - - -| 1,786 | 7,498 | 35,239 | 33,875 
Mules or Jennets 1 2 22 23 
Asses - - - 8 7 1,292 693 
Total - | 138,564 | 797,986 |2,021, 872 2,412,778 


| 
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VII.—Fisuery Sratistics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Enetisn and Weis Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December 


1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1894. 


Twelve Months ended 
December 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
QUANTITY. 

Cwts, Cwts. Cwts. Owis. 
Brill 1,496 1,058 19,000 18,400 
Soles 5,492 5,920 82,777 82,816 
Turbot 5,875 6,507 77,931 81,826 
Prime fish not separately distinguished = - 1,434 2,277 24,902 27,992 

Total prime fish - . 14,297 16,362 204,610 211,034 
39,561 88,429 495,923 36,537 
Haddock - ° 204,072 2,432,944 
Hake 3,271 5 132,462 124,941 
Halibut - - - - ° 2,387 113,378 102,382 
Herrings - 102,103 28,670 1,436,701 1,455,013 
88,828 || 1,013,238 | 982,692 
Total - - + *| 542,935 | 559,968 |! 7,268,083 | 7,023,699 
| 
Shell fish :-— No. No. | No. No. 
Crabs 33,143 34,047 || 4,500,309 | 4,329,867 
Lobsters - 2,718 4,188 || 677,373 723,379 
Oysters - 2,669,000 2,508,000 || 25,244,000 | 28,747,000 
wits. | Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell fish - - - - 50,996 36,100 576,686 498,092 
VALUE. 
Brill - 3,970 4,441 48,637 47,289 
Soles - - ° ° e 37,683 39,490 564,253 540,847 
Turbot - - - 25,651 26,093 301,997 297,457 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 5,006 5,361 82,224 70,208 
Total prime fish . ° 72,310 75,055 997,111 955,795 
Cod - 26,008 25,678 309,102 277,700 
Haddock 120,568 97;791 1,187,398 1,112,909 
Hake 3,440 4,582 107,202 94,978 
Halibut - - 7,838 7,424 199,406 186,705 
Herrings ° 34,224 85,987 417,159 431,593 
Lin; ° 4,903 5,239 67,025 67,774 
Mackerel 2,280 4,003 304,354 853,108 
Pilchares ° 545 1,157 17,144 16,700 
Plaice - - - - - - 71,656 59,116 821,005 817,600 
Sprats r 6,842 4,158 14269 9,605 
ish not separacely distinguished, except 
shell fish 48,166 52,942 687,029 657,431 
Total - 398,780 873,127 5,128,204 4,981,958 
Shell fish :-— 
Crabs - ° 436 456 55,046 52,327 
Lobsters - 155 230 29,894 31,236 
Oysters 13,076 10,605 77,580 84,157 
Other shell fish ° ° 10,931 9,079 144,478 141,857 
Total - - 24,598 20,870 306,998 300,077 
Total value of fish landed - 423,378 898,497 5,435,202 5,291,035 


NotE—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. ‘The values 
giveu are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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VIII.—FisHery 
SratemenT of the ToraL Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Months ended 31st December 1895, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1894. 
Twelve Months ended 
December December 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
QuanNTITY. 
i Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Soles (Lemon Boles) 1,043 1,178 19,351 17,885 
Tarbot - 199 204 8,563 8,134 
Kel - ° e 910 955 14,360 13,930 
Flounder Plaice, Brill = - 6,920 6,605 79,782 81,262 
Haddock - 94,503 83,365 1,000,907 812,390 
Halibut 142 134 28,951 81,408 
Herrings 26,949 73,492 4,075,743 4y319,5%3 
° 1,835 4 164,043 108,612 
Mackerel - - -- 1,732 2,823 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - 2,759 | 2,332 || 83,57 102,778 
Skate - - 1,941 1,977 59,243 49,228 
- - - - 10 \\ 34 389 
3, 43,494 41524 
not separately distinguished, 6,128 pe | 46,679 56,366 
Total 183,168 210,345 6,104,053 | 6,172,092 
No. No. | No. No. 
ra 125,761 140,900 || 2,546,883 2,674,405 
Oysters e ° 39,700 28,500 || 230,406 281,826 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwis. Cuts. 
Other shell fish 3,785 | 52,529 60,341 
VALUE. 
£ 
Soles Soles) 2,525 1,879 37,653 30,593 
Turbo - 7 11,883 10,075 
Cod 15,191 11,973 167,094 161506 
Eel . - - - 462 8, 7,180 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 8,124 5885 77,356 O7 834 
i e 242 $2,175 31, 
- 4,483 14048 918,674 769,988 
Mac - - 1,103 1,425 
Beith (Coal Fish) 467 460 9,494 12,389 
Ska . 13,467 11,722 
Sparling - 479 110 1,178 
Tomsk (Tus ) 1,652 1,268 18,639 20,108 
not separately distinguished, 1,443 940 10,361 13,858 | 
Tota’ 81,758 73413 || 1,763,428 | 1,665,184 
Shell Fish :— 
Lobsters 1,547 1,811 25,402 29,200 
Oysters 158 127 1,107 1,241 
Clams - - 469 447 2,640 3,317 
Mussels - 1,304 1,104 12,127 10,498 
Other shell fish 630 688 11,860 12,886 
Total value of fish landed - 86,317 77,834 1,829,638 1,634,816 
Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| 
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IX.—Fisuery Sraristics.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatur of the returned 
as landed on the Iris Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Months ended 31st December 1895, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1894. 


| 
os Twelve Months ended 
December December 
| 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894s 
QUANTITY. 

Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles - 60 84 1,852 4,085 
Turbot - - - - ° 56 53 981 1,545 
Total prime fish - - 116 134 || 2,833 5,580 
Cod > 4,528 2,938 42,992 42,867 
Haddock - 3,563 1,248 30,952 26,459 
Hake 3 364 4,080 || 18,723 47,154 
Herrings - ° 4,430 4,087 126,600 94517 
Li - 703 776 28,309 84,509 
Mackerel - 2,531 2,931 314,498 515,191 
Sprats - - | 2,673 4,522 
hiting - 1,042 4,142 |) 11,884 14,024, 

Fish not separately distinguished, excep ; } 9 

h 2,646 2,374 49,281 65,916 
Total ° = 19,923 15,954 || 628,745 850,158 

Shell Fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs ° 1,496 4,000 240,464 244,337 
Oysters 500 4900 | 547,050 4 

Cwts. Owis. | Cwts. Outs. 
Other shell fish - - 1,558 1,552 |, 16,233 12,738 

VALUE. 

Sol 273 6,96) 
Turbot - 215 173 3,171 

Total prime fish . - 488 545 10,139 16,449 

1,911 1,564 18,368 19,488 

Haddock - - - 2,243 1,962 18,168 

Hake - - 189 343 7,502 15,885 

Herrings - 1,094 1,037 34,597 23,2209 

in 239 247 10,187 18,062 

rats - - — 860 

Thiting - - 548 587 6,319 6,421 

soparatoly 1,290 1,074 23,742 24,688 
Total 9,464 7,978 256,033 260, 

Lobsters - - 143 148 8,100 

Oysters - - 16 136 1,279 8,089 

Other shel) fish 279 258 2,809 2,899 

Total 47s | 667 12,982 | 43,575 

Total value of fishianded - 9,942 | 8,540 269,015 274,039 


NotE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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X.—Corron Returns.—DecemBer 1895. 


Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Iaportep and Exporten, 
Forwarprep from Ports to INLAND Towns, and Returnep to 
Ports during the Month and Twelve Months ended December 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1894. 


Month of ‘Twelve Months ended 
December ember 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
Imports. 
No. No. | No. 
American 336,847 583,612 2, 179 2,981 669 
Brazilian - 10,191 317 || 67,459 177,948 
Kast Indian - 7,854 2,268 115,033 167,401 
Kgyptian 92,648 59 59 407, 137 377,056 ‘ 
Miscellaneous - - 8,152 3,452 59,935 64,477 
| 455,692 649,008 | 3,607,743 | 3,762,557 
Exports. 
American - - 16,743 27,658 236,311 259,149 
Brazilian + - 120 542 14,970 37,480 
East Indian ~ 4,590 4,250 60,941 109,382 
Egyptian - - 9,875 9,229 85,964 69,804 
Miscellaneous - - 3,163 3,630 84,436 29,991 
Total - a 34,491 45,309 432,622 505,806 
Forwarpep from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - | 227,233 206,886 || 2,768,924 | 2,635,739 
Brazilian - 9,742 1,329 50,668 166,268 
Kast Indian 2,231 1,472 34,318 63,190 : 
Egyptian : 45,017 | 29,685 270,413 283,201 
Miscellaneous 13,792 8,809 105,418 91,386 i 
Total - - | 298,015 | 28,084 || 3,229,741 | 3,239,784 
Forwarpep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 
American - 441 4,469 2,511 
Fast Indian - 5 
Egyptian - | 10 
Miscellaneous - 28 105 | | 856 717 
Total - 469 105 | 5,340 3,228 
| | 


| 
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XI.—Periopicat Returns or Imports AND Exports, 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned CouNTRIES in the latest Month for which Returns 
liave been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 

Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,5,d. ; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 9,%5d. ; 
Gulden =1s.8d.; Drachma = 9,5,d.; Lew = 9,5,d.; L. Egyptian 
= 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


I.—Iports. 
{ 
Value for the Month. the 
Name of Country. a 
1895. | 1894 | 1895. | 1804. 


| 


Russia in Europe -! Sept. - Roubles 47,659,000 47,099,000 || 370,022,000 380,032,000 

France -| Oct. Frs, 301,080,000 282,924,000 || 2,980,340,000 3,205,327,000 

Portugal - - -|dJune - | Milreis - 2,827,000 | 2,673,000 | 19,668,000 | 19,571,000 


Italy - - Nov. - Lire - 117,207,000 702,595,000 || 1,087,168,000 972,729,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Nov. - Gulden 65,519,000 64,177,000 | 670,602,000 685,860,000 
Greece - | Oct. - | Drehms. 11,287,000 | 9,608,000 | 86,605,000 87,522,000 
Bulgaria - - Sept. -| Lew - 7,469,000 | 9:740,000 | 49,553,000 72,766,000 


Egypt - -| Sept. - L. Egypt 623,000 78,000 ||—_—5,647,000 6,621,000 
Giates Oct. - | Dollars 75,067,000 60,020,000 | 676,076,000 563,610,000 
Mexico* - - -|Jduly » 2,511,000 2,193,000 || 


British Indiat Sept. - | Rupees 5,03,19,330 4,62,91,758 
| 


| $2,05,36,983 | 33,06,72,908 


II.—Exporrs. 


Russia in Europe - | Sept. -| Roubles 65,925,000 | 62,569,000 | 516,786,000 | 482,548,000 
France -| Oct. -| Frs, 308,999,000 267,421,000 || 2,719,093,000 | 2,458,39/,000 
Portugal - - - June -! Milreis - 2,196,000 7,800,000 12,717,000 11,284,000 
Italy Nov. - | Lire 96,085,000 88,306,600 918,099,000 | 983,797,000 
Austria-Hungary - Nov. - Gulden - 71,443,000 76,676,000 || 682,435,000 | 728,588,000 
Greece - Oct, Drchms. 7,513,000 9,057,000 | 57,574,000 63,901,000 


Bulgarian - | Sept. -| Lew 10,358,000 5,790,000 | 49,550,000 | 52,687,000 
Egypt - - - | Sept. - | L. Egypt 374,000 | 406,000 6,738,000 8,164,000 
United States - - Oct. | Dollars 87,091,000 83,653,000 645,018,000 | 660,277,000 

British Indiat | Sept. - | Rupees 7,78,63,643 | 7,23,57,786 || 52,24,05,206 | 43,59,48,833 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nots.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “general.” 
“Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. : 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist July, 

+ The agaregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 


| 
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Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
Countries, Countries.* 
Six Months ended Six Months ended 
30th September 30th September 
1895. 1894. 1895, 1894. 
R. 
I,—Animals—living - 7,03,357 572,014 6,60,751 552,518 
II.—Articles of food and drink  3,90,53,901 3,33,35,072 | 15,38,74,381 | 713,50,46,707 
II f.—Metais and manufactures of — 
A.—Hardware and cutlery 
(including plated-ware) 66,038,545 62,89,682 84,735 51,096 
B.—Metals =| 2,94,61,818 2,18,89,943 4,09,023 3,67,408 
C.—Machinery and mill-work | 1,40,94,572 1,913,831, 472 125 2,420 
D—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) - 81,47,344 1,05,44,818 = 
1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials - 97,01,730 79,95,282 5,78,79,276 5,88,50,715 
V.—Oils ° 1,75,55,403 56,19,188 39,59,910 82,60,714 
Vi.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - =| 2,24,07,062 2,05,46,492 | 18,38,76,860 | 29,86,72,739 
Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarnsand textile fabrics | 13,61,31,214 | 718,75,57,416 6,67,56,484 | 6,89,68,013 
B.—Apparel - 71,40,949 6 9,21,991 6,62,469 
C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - | 2,95,86,088 | 2,50,66428 | 3,37,71,167 | 9,74,19,767 
ToTaL | 32,05,36,983 | 33,06,72,908 | 50,16,94,713 | 57,30,94.549 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 


| 
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| XXIV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1895, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


| | | 
No.| Place. No. Place. Price] No, Place. Price, 
} 
1490 | Berne - = | | 1546 Cagliari 1d. 1602 | Caracas - | lid. 
1491 | Copenhagen -| 1d. 1547 | Pernambueo’~ - | 73d. 1603 | Sofia - 24d. 
1492 | Stettin - 2 iS Madrid - - | lid. | 1604 | Belgrade = | 23d. 
| 1493 | Rio Grande do Sul Corunna - - | 5d. 4] 1605 | Shanghai - - | 2d. 
1494 | Serajevo - Leghorn - - | 2d. } 1606 | Canton - - | 14d. 
1495 | Buenos Ayres” - | New Orleans 24d. 1607 | Meshed - - Lid. 
1496 | Florence - Syra - - | 14d. 1608 | Erzeroum -| Id. 
1497 | Lisbon - - Genoa- - 9d. 41609 | Galatz - «| -2d, 
1498 | Paris - Berlin - - | 23d. ] 1610 | Port Said - lid. 
1499 | Lima - Tainan - 1d.]1611| The Hague” lid. 
1500 | Patras cu Zanzibar - -| 4d. | 1612 | Calais - Id 
1501 | Bordeaux - | Dunkirk - -| 1613 | Newchwang 1d. 
1502 | Madrid 8 Ningpo - -| 1d.] 1614 | Copenhagen 1d. 
1503 | Amsterdam - | Pakhoi - +| 1d | 1615 | Odessa - -| 2d. 
1504 | Suakim - - Chinkiang - ld. | 1616 | Gothenburg - 2d. 
1505 | Angora - New York - - | 1617 Mannheim - | 
1506 | Havre - - - Batoum - - |114d.] 1618 | Old Calabar - 5d. 
1507 | Algiers - Naples - 2d.}1619 | Pekin - - | 23d. 
1508 | La Rochelle - Resht - - | 44d. Taganrog- - 2d. 
1509 | Vera Cruz - Copenhagen - | 13d. } 1621 Brindisi - - | 24d. 
1510 | Puerto Cortez. - Porto Rico- 14d.] 1622 Jeddah - lid. 
1511 | Taganrog - Malaga - -| 3d.]1623 Hamburg -| 8d. 
1512 | Baltimore Galveston - - 1624 Angora - lid. 
1513 | Mexico - Tabreez - - #d.}1625 Buda-Pesth - lid. 
1514| Zaila - - - Fiji - - - | $d.41626 Beyrout - | 
1515 | Zomba - - Athens - - 1627 Bushire - 2d. 
1516 | Valparaiso- - Bilbao- | 1628 Stettin, - | 2hd. 
1517 | Charleston Barcelona - | 1629 Porto Rico - Id 
1518 | Serajevo - - Fiume- - -. 2d.] 1630 Rotterdam - id. 
1519 | Saigon - Tahiti -| 1d.} 1631 Alexandria 
1520 | Bangkok - - San Francisco - | 6d. 1632 Tokio - - | 23d. 
1521 | Tripoli - Ichang - - | 1633 Tangier - | 14d. 
1522 | Batavia - Amoy - - 14d.] 1634 Oporto - lid. 
1523 | Dakar - - Weénchow -| 1d. 1635 St, Petersburg - 
1524 | Havana - - Smyrna - - | 2d.] 1636 Dantzig - ~ | 2d. 
: 1525 | Riga - lice - - | lid. | 1637 | Macao - -| 1d. 
1526 Trobisond - Soul - | 14d. | 1638 , Hiogo and 
1527 | Pirewus - - RioG rande do Sul . | Osaka - - | 6d. 
15) Guayaquil - - Nagasaki - | 1d. 1639 | Naples - - | 13d. 
1529 | Marseilles Hakodate - -| 1640 | Kiungchow - id. 
1530; Wuhu_ - Frankfort -| 8d.]1641| Rome lid. 
1531 | Rio de Janeiro - Samoa - 1d. 1642| Beira - -| 4d. 
1532 | ie - . Cherbourg - | 14d. | 1643 | St. Jago de Cuba | hd. 
1533 | Bres' Damascus - -| 1d. 1644 | Christiania - 6d. 
1534 Stockholm - | New York -| 1d. ] 1645 | Lisbon - - | lid. 
1535 | Warsaw - - 591 | Athens - - | 2d. 1646 | Brussels 3d. 
1536 | Boston - . 592 | Baghdad -| 1d. ] 1647 | Vera Cruz -| 4d. 
1537 Mozambique - 3 | Vienna - - | 14d. | 1648 | Tunis - -| Id. 
1538 | Callao « - Montevideo - | 24d. | 1649 | Antwerp - -; 1d. 
1539 | Aleppo - Swatow - - | 1650 | Tokio - 1d. 
15 Jaffa Foochow - | 1d. 1651 | HawaiianIslands id. 
1541 Boston Tamsui - -| 1d.] 1652 | Stettin  - lid. 
1542 NewOrleans - Chungking - | 1d. 1653 | Bangkok - -| 1d. 
1543 | Chicago - Chefoo - 1d. 1654) Batoum - | 14d. 
1544 Palermo - 2} 600 | Tokio - - | 13d. | 1655 | Mexico - | 9d. ; 
1545 Bengazi - - | 14d. } 1601 | Bangkok - - | 1d. | 1656 } Odessa - | lid. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


i No. | | Price. 

| 350 | Servia.—Report on the Mines of Servia - - | 2d. 
351 | Denmark.—Further Report on the Free Port of ‘Copenhagen - | 11}d 

852 Italy.—-Report on the Volterra Alabastar Industry - - 73d. 

; 353 | Italy.—Report for the Years 1892-93 on the Yield of Cocoons | 

; | in Italy and on the condition of the Italian Silk Trade to 4 

i | May 1894 - | Id, 

i 
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List o¥ DieLomAtiq AND ConsuLaR REeports—cont, 


No. | Price 

354 | Austria-Hungary.—Report on the in Semis 

and Herzegovina | Id. 
355 | Russia.—Report on the Peasantry and Peasant Holdings i in| 

Poland - 25d. 
356 | Russia.—Report on the Agricultural Position of Russia bd) a 
357 | Siam.—Report on the Teak Trade in Siam — - -| 4d. 


358 | Paraguay.—Report on the New Australia Colony in Paraguay | $d. 
359 | Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Abstract of the Reports for the 
Year 1894 of the Bavarian and Weeeameng waaay 


Inspectors - 4d. 
360 | United States .—Report on the Agricultural Condition of the 
United States - . 2d. 


361 | Germany.—Report on the Agricultural Position of | Germany 4hd. 
362 | France.—Report on the Tramway aan of Paris and the 


Department of the Seine - 2d. 
863 France. —Report on the Use of the “  Bouillie Bordelaise ” in | 

eonnection with Potato and Vine Diseases - - - Ad. 
364 Italy.— Report on the Italian Cotton Industry - ald. i 


365 | Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Report on the Co-operative 
Agricultural Credit Associations on Raiffeisen 


in Bavaria and Wiirtemburg 1d. 
366 | France.—Report for the Yeur 1894 on the Fluvial Trafic of 
Rouen and the Waterways of the Seine Basin + 113d. | 
367 | Brazil.—Report on a Tour in the German and Italian Colonies 
in the Valley of the River Cohy - - - 34d. 
368 Greeoe.—Report on the Emery Districts of Naxos . 10d. 
369 | Argentine Republic.—Report on the Agricultural and Pastoral 
Condition and Prospects of the Argentine Republic -| 14d. 
870 | Colombia—Report on the Agricultural Products of Tolima - ld. 
371 | Russia.-Report on Measures Adopted for and 
Commercial Prosperity of Archangel 1d. 
372 | Russia.—Report on the of Men known 
as Artels 14d. 
873 | Africa (Central). —Report on the Botanical Aspects of 
British Central Africa 13d. 
374 | Colombia —Report on the Commercial Importance of the 
Port of Barranquilla od. 
375 | Greece.—Report on the Deposits of Magnesite Ore and the 
Manufacture of Magnesite Fire-Bricks in Eubaa - ad. 
376 Denmark.—Special on the Condition of 
Denmark - - ld. 
377 Denmark.—Report on the Port of Wrederikshavn - 44d. 
378 | Italy.—Report on the Pumice-stone ey of the Lipari 
Islands 4d. 
379 | France.—Report on the Principal Fi ibres obtainable i in the 
Society Islands - - id. 
380 | Servia.--Report on Apiculture in Servia - a ld. 
381 | Belgium.—-Report on the Ivory Trade of Antwerp - 4d. 
382 | Germany.—Report on the German Colonies in Africa and the 
| South Pacific - - 5d. 
883 | France.—Report on the Bordeaux International Exhibition of 
1895 1d. 
384 | Brazil.—Report on the causes which have bronght about a a 
|  Diminution in the Receipts at the Custom-House at Rio de 
| Janeiro - - 1d, 
385 Mewico.—Keport on the of Cacao, Vanilla, India- 
Rubber, Indigo, and Bananas in Mexico 


886 | France.—Report on the International Congress on Technical, 
Industrial and Commercial Uducation held at Bordeaux in 
September 1895 - - ld. 


j 
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XXV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’: s Colonial Possessions have beeu 


(Jan. 1896, 


issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 


Street, Fleet Street, E.C, :-~ 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. | Year. No. | Colony. Year. 
27 | Mauritius - - 1890 85 
29 | HongKong - - - 87 Paikiand Islands 
30 | Ceylon - - 1889 88 | Gold Coast 
3L | - - - 89 ! = | 1892-93 
32 - -| 1890 90 | Ceylon -| 1892 
33 - - - - 91 | Zululand - 
34 Newfoundland - - 92 | Mauritius - - - 
35 | Jamaica - |1889-91 93 | Labuan - - - - <4 
36 | Victoria - - | 1890 94 | British Honduras - - oy 
37 British New Guinea - | 1890-91 95 | Lagos - - - 
38 | St. Vincent 1891 96 | Sierra Leone - - 
39 | Bermuda - 97 | é a 
|1889 an 98 rigues - - 
40 Seychelles and Rodrigues f | — 
41 |Gambia - - - 1891 100 | British Bechuanaland. - | 1892-93 
42 Barbados - - 101 | British Guiana - 
43 Turks Island - - 102 | Newfoundland - - -| 1892 
44 | Bahamas - - - a 103 | Jamaica - - - | 1892-93 
45 | Fiji - - - | 1890 104 Victoria - - -| 1892 
46 Seychelles - - 1 105 | Bermuda - - - «| 1893 
1890 an 107 | Hong Kong’ - - 
50 | Falkland Islands - - 110 | Bahamas mg 
51 | Leeward Islands - - | Caicos Islands - 
an 2 wai Slan 
53 St.Lucia - - - 114 | Malta - 
54 | Labuan - - - 115 | Zululand - 
55 | British Guiana 116 British Honduras - - 
56 Zululand - | Trinidad and Tobago 
57 | Mauritius - - - 118 | Falkland Islands 
58 | Lagos 119 | Rodrigues 
59 Straits Séttlements 120 | Mauritius - 
60 | Ceylon 121 | Straits Settlements 
61 | Natal - - | 1891-92} 122 | Labuan 
62 | Basutoland - - 123 | Basutoland - | 1893-94 
63 St. Helena -| 1891 124 | St. Lucia -| 1893 
64 | Sierra Leone » 125 | St. Helena - 
65 | Jamaica | 1891-92] 126 | Ceylon if 
66 | Trinidad and ‘Tobago -| 1891 127 | Fiji - - 
68 | British New Guinea - | 1891-92] 129 | Sierra Leone - vt 
69 | Victoria - - - 891 130 | British _ - | 1893-94 
70 | Rodrigues 1892-93 
71 | Bermuda - 7 -| 1892 131 | British New Guinea -{ and 
72 | Fiji - -| 1891 1893-94 
73 British Honduras - - 132 | Lagos - | 1893 
74 Turks and Caicos Islands =| 1890 183 | British Guiana - - - |1893-94 
75 Gibraltar - - | 1892 134 | Jamaica - - 
76 | Leeward Islands 135 -| 1893 
77, Bahamas - 136 | Go - 
78 and Tobago 137 - - | 1894 
80 | Gambia . - 139 | Bahamas - - 
81 | Straits Settlements” - 140 | Barbados - 
82 | Grenada - 141 and Caicos Islands - 
83 | Barbados 142 - - 
84 | St, Vincent - » 143 Gambia 
MISCELLANEOUS, 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast - - - + | Economic Agriculture, 
2 Zululand - - | Forests. 
3 Sierra Leone - . - - | Geology and Botany. 
4 nada - - - - - | Advantages to Emigrants. 


i 


